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OCTOBER

Diary Dates
Friday 19 October
Year 12 Celebration Day
Monday 22 – 26 October
Year 8 ALP
Wednesday 24 October
Music Concert Rehearsal – 9am
Wednesday 24 October
Music Concert – 7pm
Sunday 28 October
Working Bee (9am-11am)

NOVEMBER

Wednesday 31 October
VCE Exams Start
Wednesday 31 October to 2
November
Art Show
Thursday 1 November
VCE Art Show 6.30pm
Monday 5 November
Curriculum Day. No students

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana
School Captains:
Jasmine Grisold, Callum Khaw
Below: Positive Behaviour Prize Winners

Year 12 Celebration Day

Curriculum Day

Year 12 students indeed conducted themselves
impeccably during their Celebration Day on
October 19. The day was enjoyed by all.
Earlier in the week, the whole school formally
acknowledged this exciting milestone which our
Year 12s, the class of 2018, have reached. Each of
our Year 12 students received a certificate during
the whole school special assembly. We wish the
Class of 2018 every success!

Parents, students and friends are gently
reminded that Monday November 5 is a pupilfree Curriculum Day. The day will be spent with
teachers engaging in professional development
activities aligned with the Victorian Curriculum
and our Annual Implementation Plan.

China Trip 2018
Recently the teachers and students who
participated in our 2018 China experience
returned to our shores. What fun they had!
What memories! What cultural richness they
experienced when they attended classes at
our Chinese Sister School, stayed in homestays,
explored cities like Shanghai and Beijing. Indeed
later in this edition you will see an extended
article about this life changing experience!

Student Voice
Recently, as phase one, I had the pleasure of
meeting with our Year 7 and 8 student leaders.
The purpose of our meeting was for me to
formally familiarise them with our Whole School
Instructional Model. Essentially, this is a summary
of the teaching practices which we want to see
happening in at least 80% of classes at any given
time. Teachers have worked collaboratively on
both the development and implementation of
this.
Keen to have our student leaders contributing
towards discussions about they how learn, I will
be meeting with them again in the next fortnight
to elicit their feedback regarding our Instructional
Model. Our amazing student leaders in Year 7
and 8 are: Wilson Myers; Brandon Robb; Cassidy
Seeliger; Emma Coia; Curtis Konyenburg; Codi
Cooper; Angus Evans.

WORKING BEE – Sunday October 28 at
9am!
All members of the school community are
warmly invited. Come along to our Working Bee
on Sunday, October 28 at 9am – 11am! Food and
snacks provided. Your assistance is appreciated.
Painting and mulching is the go! Please notify
the office of your availability as this helps with
determining the plan for the morning. Many
thanks!

Positive Behaviour
Congratulations! Six of our wonderful students
were publicly acknowledged for their positive
behaviour at the recent Year 12 Farewell Assembly
which took place on Oct 15. The positive
behaviour recipients were: Jamie Scarff (Year 7);
Jemma Glazner (Year 8); Lachie Haberfield (Year
9); Keelan Hilderbrand (Year 10); Alice Sawers
(Year 11) and Luke De Zwart (Year12).
Students can have a raffle ticket entered on their
behalf by staff for acts of positive behaviour. This
could include meeting deadlines; participating
excellently in class; performing an act of
kindness….etc….. The lucky recipients whose
names were drawn out of the Positive Behaviour
Lucky Barrel each received a $10 Canteen Voucher!

Year 12 English Exam Preparation Tips
What can students do to fully prepare for the 3
hour English exam? Here are 3 hot tips:
1. Read, reread and re-reread all of your texts. All
students who have received a study score in
the 40s have one thing in common – they had
all reread each of their texts, cover to cover, at
least 3-4 times! In order to receive a high result,
it is essential to know each of the texts inside
and out. One reading alone cannot achieve the
necessary level of analysis that will be required
to achieve a high score.
2. Memorise quotes - it is essential to memorise
around 30-40 quotes from each of the texts. The
best, most elegant quotes are often very short
and embedded into your own sentence.
3. Intended Effect! With Part C of the
exam,(Language Analysis / Using Language to
Persuade), always ensure you are writing about
the author’s intended effect. Use impressive
verbs to achieve this. For example, “The
repetition of the word “hungry” invites the view
that……” “The saddened facial expression of
the child strengthens the idea that…….” Use a
highlighter and highlight every instance where
you are talking about the intended effect of
the writer/cartoonist…etc….. If you have not
highlighted around 70% of your piece, then you
have not sufficiently completed this task!
We wish our Year 12s of 2018 the very best of luck.
Remember, your English Study Score is going
to count 100% towards your final ATAR. It is not
going to be the subject that only contributes 10%
towards your ATAR! Hence take every opportunity
to fully prepare for this 3 hour exam!!!!
Joseph Caruana
Assistant Principal

From the Assistant Principal

Issue 10 | Term 4 | 2018

English Language Centre
News
Chinese Museum Visit

China Tour 2018
What an amazing adventure! Two non-stop weeks of touring the incredible sights of China.
Whilst 2 weeks barely gave us a glimpse of this huge country, the 8 students (Keeley O’Hanlon,
Kate Foster, Ethan Glawsitch, Josh Luttick, Katie Blenkinsop, Molly Sizer, Fletcher Konynenburg,
Sienna Rohde) and 2 teachers (Ms Bloom and Mr Jones) on this trip had an unforgettable
experience. What were the highlights? How about we cut to the chase and give you a list of
some of our favourite things:
• Learning to use wechat (for some parents
at the airport before we left!)
• Making contact with our home stay familys
for the first time
• Meeting our travel partners from Victoria
University Secondary College
• Beijing with its exasperatingly busy roads.
• Exploring the interesting experience of
Chinese ATMs
• Discovering that cash is old hat in China –
everyone swipes Wechat!
• The ancient wonders of the Summer
Palace, Temple of Heaven and the
Forbidden City
• Tiananmen Square and it’s chequered
history.
• Walking the Great Wall.
• The former Nationalist capital of Nanjing
with amazing 392 step climb to the
memorial to Dr Sun Yat Sen.
• Shopping ‘til we dropped, with bargaining
skills improving with every purchase.
• Getting some cool earrings (especially Ms
B)
• Those soft toy machines!
• Finding a Starbucks just when you needed
a cold frappachino.
• Large, hot Chinese meals 2 or 3 times a day
(not a sandwich to be seen!)
• Ice creams to die for, and some wonderfully
weird potato chips.

• Homestay visits with wonderful families
who did nothing but try to spoil us (even
if the beds were a bit hard for our Western
tastes)
• Experiencing the school day in our sister
school, Xinghai Experimental Middle
School, starting at 7.30 and ending at 5.30.
• Making lots of new friends at Xinhai
including Stan, Vivien, Phoenix, Jeremy,
Linda, Mr Ding and more.
• Showing Xinhai Year 8’s a little about life in
Australia and school in Warrandyte.
• Enjoying traditional painting, Suzhou folk
music, Tai Chi and other cultural lessons.
• Morning exercises for the whole school, all
3000 students!
• Sports carnival like nothing we’ve ever
seen.
• A balmy night on a river cruise in Shanghai
• Doing the Sky Walk on the 100th floor of
the 4th biggest building in China.
• The adorable pandas and other amazing
animals.
• Enjoying the enthusiasm of our unique and
friendly guides Bob, Denise and George.
• All this and so much more…
• Xièxiè Zhōngguó – Thank you China,
hopefully we’ll be back one day!
By the 2018 China Tour Group

Students from the English Language Centre
recently spent a great day visiting the Chinese
Museum in Melbourne’s Chinatown. The purpose
of the visit was to learn about the long history of
the Chinese community in Victoria which spans
over 160 years, and to gain an appreciation of
Chinese–Australian culture
The museum houses a simulated boat which gives
its passengers a taste of what it would have been
like to come all the way across the seas from China
to Australia. After only a few moments in it, we all
felt VERY seasick. We all agreed we would not have
survived such a journey!
The museum also provides a fascinating look at
Victoria’s gold rush and the role the Chinese played
on the gold fields of Bendigo and Ballarat. Students
entered a simulated underground mine which truly
captured the feel of the tough gold rush conditions.
Memorabilia from the mines was also exhibited.
Students were most fascinated with the samples of
Chinese medicine which was brought out to Australia
at that time. Some students commented that they are
given similar medicines by their family.
Students also participated in the ancient art of Chinese
Knotting, learning its history and tradition. Everyone
left with their own hand made, knotted keychain
which they made using the ancient craft.
A highlight of the day was visiting the Dragon Gallery
which houses Melbourne’s Chinese Dragon, Dai Loong
the Millennium Dragon, the longest processional
dragon in the world!! It takes 38 men and women to
operate him. His head alone weighs over 200kg and
requires 8 strong adults to carry it! You’ve probably
seen Dai Loong showcased on Melbourne’s streets
during festivals including Moomba and Chinese New
Year. Students learnt that Melbourne has played a
unique role in reinstating professional dragon parades
to post Cultural Revolution China! 9292 metr60 scales
on his body and with a procession involving over 200
participants
After lunch in Chinatown and lots of photos taken,
many of which were immediately sent back to the
students’ families and former schools, all students
agreed that Chinatown is a wonderful tribute to the
long association between our two countries!
If you haven’t yet visited the Chinese Museum, go
and see it!
Wendy Tziotis
ELC Co-Ordinator

The Deakin Oration 2018 at Parliament House
On Friday 17 August, our school Captains, Jasmine Grisold and Callum Khaw attended the annual
Deakin Oration at Parliament House honouring Australia’s second Prime Minister and Victorian MP, Alfred
Deakin. It was an opportunity to hear from a prominent Victorian about a topical issue. This year the
oration was presented by Nobel Peace Prize winner Tilman Ruff. Dr Ruff who was the founding co-chair of
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), which started as a grassroots movement
in Melbourne and in 2017 won the Nobel Peace Prize. Dr Ruff spoke about the group’s efforts in helping
to achieve the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Dr Ruff brought a copy of the
Nobel Peace Prize 2017 for students to see the award up close as part of a display in the Queen’s Hall.
The Parliament’s broadcast team recorded the event and transmitted it via Facebook Live.
As part of the event, there was a question and answer session where students had the opportunity to ask
questions from the floor.
Christena Gazeas - Year 8 Level Leader

Learning in the Library
Looking around the library these past few
weeks I see a great deal of brain energy being
expended. VCE students are putting their
heads down as they begin the revision road
to exams which begin on October 31st with
VCE English. It is rewarding for all teachers to
see how our year 12 students have developed
from the cute little cherubs they were in year
7 to young adults discussing and debating
coursework, their futures and of course the odd
reference to what happened on the weekend!
Responding to a request from a group of year
12s we have a whiteboard in the library for their
use during study periods to enable them to nut
out problems and peer teach – great revision
strategies!
Not only has the VCE learning been happening
in the library but all year 12 English/EAL students
attended a lecture at ACMI cinema to support
their Comparative Text Response Outcome. A
viewing of the film Invictus was followed by a
lecture and question/answer session. Gaining
new perspectives on the texts being studied is
beneficial to students’ development of opinion
and interpretation.
A favourite picture I snapped in the library this
week is this one taken at homework club on
Tuesday afternoon – no staging of photos here
– all four were completely absorbed in a Physics
discussion and didn’t even notice I was there
with my camera.
Mr Guan with year 11 students Tina, Hanson and
David
Year 7 Digital Technologies
There has been a frenzy of activity in the year
7 Digi Tech class this week – students were set
a Design Problem to create a Roller Coaster for
the Ozobot robots. They had to include various
elements in their design including a 15cm climb
and tunnel. The Ozobot has to be able to travel
around the rollercoaster and up the incline so
engineering skills, perseverance, trial and error
are required. The final product will be competed
in term 4 so keep posted for updates and
success pictures!
In the meantime check out these pictures
of students at the beginning of the process
learning about the colour codes Ozobots can
read and in our first design problem class,
‘Building Bridges’.
Judy Steel
Library Leader

Annual End Of Year Music
Concert

From the School Council President

Hello everyone – I would like to introduce myself, I am the current School Council President, Andrew Watts. I have
a daughter currently in Year 9 who has been at Warrandyte High School since Year 7.
School Theatre
I truly believe we have a wonderful school with dedicated teachers who are always willing to support our children
to go the extra mile. What’s building the positive momentum within the school is the dedicated bunch of parents,
All members of the school community – parents
teachers and students on school council. What makes our school council vibrant are the many diverse voices
and family members and friends, teachers and
and opinions.
students are invited to attend this year’s END OF
YEAR MUSIC CONCERT.
Currently our School Council which comprises teachers, students and parents, also includes four current
students from across different year levels. Their contribution is both refreshing and engaging as it is enabling
The CONCERT will feature performances by the various
the adult members to directly appreciate student voice.
woodwind, brass, percussion, keyboard, strings and
vocal sections of the School’s Instrumental Music
Currently we have two parent school council vacancies. It would be great to have 2 more voices to enrich the
program.
parent body further. The time commitment is not as onerous as you might think. It only involves 8 meetings a
year and it does provide you with a great understanding of the workings of the school. If interested, contact
The End of Year CONCERT is an important event, and all
Jill Treeby, our Business Manager. If you’re kind of interested – why not come and check us out at our October
students involved in the program are expected to attend.
meeting. Simply contact the office in advance and ask to speak with Jill Treeby to register your interest.
Students are required in the Theatre no later than 6:15
pm.
Let me reassure you, becoming a parent member on the school council is not a massive time commitment
and it is very rewarding.
The Annual concert provides an opportunity to:
• Celebrate the outstanding musical skills and
achievements of our students.
• Recognise and celebrate the contribution of our School
Music captains, Amie Grissold and Phoebe Joy over the
year.
• Thank our hard-working Instrumental Music teachers –
Josh Licht (Percussion), Andrew Darling (Brass & Junior
Band), Steve McCulloch (Guitar, keyboards, and vocals) and
Peter Maillardet (Woodwinds and Senior Concert Band) –
for their contributions during the year.
• There will also be a presentation to Peter Maillardet whose
contributions to the school’s Music program spans 25
years, and who is planning to retire from full-time teaching
early in 2019.
• Recognise the assistance of other staff members, in
particular those who helped in the conduct of the Annual
Music & Writing Camp: Rabia Kazi, Mikaela Fall, Leanne
Zammit and Ante Sunjo.
• Recognise and celebrate the hard work of the Music
Support Group who work quietly in the background,
raising funds through the stall at the Warrandyte Festival.
Their contribution during 2018 has been enormous, and
has included:
• Meeting the full cost of bus hire for the Annual Music
Camp
• Providing Music program uniforms for students.
• Making a contribution of around $5000 for the purchase
of new instruments and equipment for the Instrumental
Music Program.
Supper
Coffee and tea will be provided by the Music Support Group.
Parents are requested to bring a contribution for supper:
a plate of cakes, biscuits, savouries, fruit or scones. These
should be placed on the table provided in the Theatre foyer
by 7 pm on the night.
Barry Carozzi
Music Leader

Andrew Watts
School Council President

Year 10 Work Experience
2019
Monday June 24-28 2019 (or other dates by
arrangement with the school)
Just a reminder that students should be trying
to obtain a 2019 Work Experience position, even
though it seems to be a long way off. Many
organisations book students a year or more
ahead, and the process of finding a position can
be difficult. The earlier students start, the better
their chances of finding a relevant position.
Work experience is an extremely important and
essential part of the Year 10 curriculum. I know
from attending many seminars, that employers
talk about the importance of work experience
and strongly favour those who can demonstrate
they have had work experience. Work experience
stints can also lead to casual and part time work.
Work
experience
does
not

necessarily have to relate to the students future
career aspirations (although it is a good thing!),
but just having the experience of being in a
workplace and all that entails, is useful – even if
it confirms what the student does not want to do
in the future!
As places are not easy to find, I recommend
students contact people they (or you!) know, and
see if friends, relatives, neighbours, businesses
you use or even friends of friends, can help.
They should approach workplaces armed with
a resume and see what they can do. Some
organisations have online application forms,
other places respond well to a phone call.
I am happy to help students, but they need to find
a time to come and see me. It would be greatly
appreciated if parents can support their student
with any contacts, tips or even just constant
reminders!
Claire Bloom

Hello Everyone
My Puppy Advisor Jenny made a home visit just before the holidays.
She was able to see me play with Quinn and watch my behaviour
within the home. Apparently she approved of what she saw.
Jenny gave Jill some tips to improve my behaviour when we are
out especially in restaurants etc. I am very settled in Jills’ office
but when we are out I like to be moving, so I find it hard just to
sit or lie down and keep out of the way of people.
With these new techniques I am a lot calmer and find that it
is not too bad to be curled up under a table. I get a lot more
attention when we go to leave because people were unaware
that a dog was in the restaurant. Apparently that is how it is meant
to be, so therefore I am improving.
During the holidays I spent a few nights in Warnambool which meant
I needed to get to know the house with its different smells. Everywhere
we went I needed to wear my GDV jacket and be on my best behaviour. We
saw two ‘Oddball’ dogs at the museum. They are the dogs that protect
the penguins from the foxes on Middle Island (remember the movie
Oddball.) The real dogs barked madly as I passed but the pretend dog in
the Information Centre was much more placid. I was able to practice my
settling behaviour in restaurants and cafes. I did really well as Jill rewarded
me with my treats. However Jill gets a little frustrated with me when I put
the brakes on when walking. I often do this in the middle of roads. I am
sure Jill will learn a new technique so I overcome this annoying behaviour.
Thank you to all my visitors. I love a cuddle and pat so please keep coming
to see me.
Love Roza.

ATHLETICS
The Diamond Valley Athletic Club invites any student interested in a season of Track &
Field athletics to train and compete with our club.
DVAC’s home venue, Willinda Park, Greensborough is currently undergoing an upgrade, but training sessions & competition
continue to be held.
Athletes will find qualified coaches on hand to assist with their preparation.
For further information, check out the club website www.valleyaths.org or contact DVAC Registrar Lyn Davis on 0409 005 406.
The season of competition with Athletics Victoria includes a club-based program, the AV Shield, which runs from October to
March. As well, there are a range of Championship events that are offered to all age groups. Training and competition is open to
women and men from Under 14’s through to open age.
For further information, check out the club website www.valleyaths.org
or contact DVAC Registrar Lyn Davis on 0409 005 406.

