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OCT

Wednesday 30 October
Year 12 Exam period
commences

NOVEMBER

Diary Dates

Monday 4 November
Curriculum Day – Pupil Free Day

Our Year 12 students completed
their last day of classes on Thursday
17 October with the next day being
their Celebration Day. Celebration
Day featured fancy dress, games,
barbecue brunch, a jumping castle and
a student assembly. Plus a very confused
Principal who arrived at 7.30 am to find
evidence of far too much fun going on in his
office overnight. The behaviour of our students
was outstanding as they celebrated with staff
their six years of secondary schooling.
Earlier in that week, a whole school assembly
was held to congratulate our Year 12 students
on the completion of their secondary schooling
and thank them for their contributions to the
school.
The VCE exams have now commenced and we
wish all our students well, knowing they are
thoroughly prepared and have worked hard
throughout the year. We now look forward
to seeing them as the Class of 2019 at the
Valedictory Dinner on Tuesday 19 November.

Tuesday 5 November
Melbourne Cup Day
Thursday 7 November
Year 9 exams
Friday 8 November
Year 9 exams
Monday 11 November
Year 9 City Experience Camp
departs
Wednesday 13 November
Year 9 City Experience Camp
returns

School Captains

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana
School Captains:
Skye Gedye, Nicholas Dodds

I would like to formally thank our 2019 School
Captains, Nic Dodds and Skye Gedye for their
contribution to the school over the past six
years and especially during 2019. They have
represented the school with distinction and been
wonderful role models for our younger students.
This task now falls to our newly appointed School
Captains for 2020, Caitlin Bull and Brooke Bowyer.
Caitlin and Brooke have been student leaders
throughout their time at Warrandyte High School
and I have no doubt that they will make similarly
outstanding contributions to the school next year.

From left: Pacifica Guan, Owen Kelly (Music
Stephen Parkin Captains 2020), Brooke Bowyer (2020 School
Principal Captain), Ethan Stark (Senior Team Leader) and
Caitlin Bull (2020 School Captain.)

From the Principal
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From the Assistant Principal
Uniform Policy
A gentle reminder - Warrandyte High School
strictly enforces its uniform policy! For
example: Nose rings - out! Jumpers that are not
the school jumper - out! Shoes that are not all
black - out!! In PE - anything but the PE uniform
- Out!
What’s this? Your child says the school jumper is
too itchy and thick and hence it’s a battle to get
them to wear it? Panic not! Did you know that
the Uniform Shop also stocks a non-woollen and
indeed all cotton version of the school jumper
which many students love wearing! Hurry to the
Uniform Shop before stock runs out!
What’s this? Your child is saying he/she doesn’t
like the PE shorts and pants and that’s why she/
he won’t wear them? Indeed a return to the
Uniform Shop is needed! You will be pleasantly
surprised!
Penalties issued on the day indeed await
students not in correct school uniform! Yikes!
True, the vast majority of students are indeed
wearing correct school uniform which is great!
This is a community announcement for the
minority not abiding by our very clear uniform
policy!

Current Year 8 Parents
Exciting News! Confirmed! Next year we are
offering a combined Football and Basketball
Program which will run all day, every Tuesday
(instead of Taking the Challenge). Having said
that, occasionally students in this exciting
program will participate in aspects of Taking
the Challenge, like, for example, they will have

Italy 2019

the opportunity to participate in The City
Experience.
This skill based football and basketball program
won’t be run by an outside coach (hence the
price is no longer $1500) instead, a member
of the PE faculty will run the program (hence
dropping the price right down to $300 - this will
cover the occasional guest trainer, bus hiring....
etc.....)
Limited places are available! Already places
have been filled! Open to males and females!
Expressions of interest must close October 31!
Simply email me directly your expression of
interest!
The $300 must be paid in order to secure your
child’s place! First 22 students to be fully paid
are the 22 in the program! 14 places have
already been secured! Hurray! Please feel free
to forward any questions you may have! I
know, the excitement of every Tuesday next
year being intensive football / basketball skill
development/training/playing...etc...

Year 12 Exams / How to blitz the
English Exam
We wish all of our Year 12 students the very best
as they approach their final exams. English is
the only 3 hour examination and it will always
count in the primary four – this means it will
never be the subject that merely contributed
10% towards your child’s final ATAR score, it will
always contribute 100%.’
So how best to maximise your English study
score? Re-read / re-watch all of the texts.
In my many years of teaching Year 12 English,

Our students recently returned from their
amazing Italy experience! Let’s read what some
of the participants had to say:
By Hope Watts, Year 10 Student:
Travel is an amazing opportunity that some
people take for granted. Except when
Warrandyte High School offers you a chance to
go to Italy with a group of your friends, I don’t
think any of us could be anything but thankful.
I know for me, going to Italy was a dream and
to be given the privilege to go with my friends
was just amazing. So it was set, a collection of
fantastic students, two teachers and a whole
world of wonder.
Now with plans set, bags packed and everyone
itching to leave, all that’s left to do is say goodbye
and travel a few thousand miles. So with a plane
packed with school kids ready to explore, we take
off. Almost two days later, we are all extremely
tired but at least we have finally arrived at the
first of many stops, Rome. Here visited all of the
major historical points all throughout Rome and
the Vatican. We experienced everything from
the Forum and Colosseum to a four-hour tour
of the Vatican City and picture this, a beautiful,
balmy Roman night. A cool breeze caressing
our excited faces. A light show illuminated on
2000-year-old edifices while we sat there and
soaked it in under a stunning full Roman moon.
A quiet quaint farm in Orvieto featured in our
itinerary. There we had daily Italian lessons,
cooking lessons where we helped with dinner,
enjoyed the view and relaxed by the pool. The
magic of Siena saw us enjoying a few hours
of exploring, shopping and eating. Florence!
Florence did nothing but astound us at every
turn. From an amazing morning walk through

the many students who received scores in the
40s all had one thing in common – they all knew
all of their texts inside and out; they all had read
each of their texts 3-4 times, cover to cover, to
the point where you could give them any quote
and they would be able to tell you exactly where
in the text that quote is found and what is the
context surrounding the quote.
Correct, this is how well students must know
their Year 12 English texts. Oh yes, students
must memorise 30-40 quotes from each text
also. The best quotes are often very brief, just
1-3 words, which students can embed into their
own sentence.
Bring a dictionary! Students are allowed to bring
a dictionary into the exam. It is madness not to
do this. What if there is a word or words they
are unfamiliar with? Immediately they are at a
disadvantage. Bring a dictionary!

Bushfire Evacuation Drill
On October 23, 2019, we completed a successful
bush fire evacuation emergency management
drill. Firstly the whole school went into Alert
Mode, then the whole school was evacuated
into our Shelter-In-Place building.
Students and teachers are to be commended
for the responsible manner in which they
participated in this latest emergency
management practice drill!
As always we will incorporate our debriefing
notes to further refine our process!
A success I say!

town, one of the most spectacular lookouts ever,
checking out the statue of David, a 1950’s diner
and a beautiful carousel.
The Learning Tower of Pisa! Some from our
group climbed the tower whilst others happily
watched. The next day we took the train and
headed to enchanting Cinque Terre. The
beachside towns comprising the Cinque Terre
are just beautiful. Lots of colours and lovely
homes. At Lake Garda we enjoyed both the
gorgeous scenery and an exceedingly enjoyable
speedboat ride. In Verona, correct the ancient
town from which the star crossed lovers, Romeo
and Juliet originated, we visited the home of
Juliet. Some of us even stepped onto Juliet’s
famous balcony.
Venice was amazing and magical. We began
with our walk to St. Marks to start our tour. We
then used the water taxi and cruised the Grand
Canal back to our hotel. After lunch, there was
shopping and some of us climbed the belltower
to catch a breathtaking view of Venice. Some
of us took a gondola ride and then finally, after
dinner we farewelled Venice with a nice walk.
A bullet train ride later, we found ourselves in
Milan, the second largest city in Italy, second
only to Rome. Our tour through Milan took in
The Last Supper, the Old Palace and of course the
Duomo amongst other attractions. Lake Como,
near the Swiss border, was also a favourite.
None of us wanted to leave the enchantment
of Italy! We all learnt so much on this amazing
trip. With new friendships and new knowledge,
I don’t think any of us will be forgetting this trip
anytime soon. A huge thankyou is extended
to Warrandyte High School for making this
amazing experience possible.

By Katie Laukart Year 9 and Jade Synhur Year 9
The plane ride from Melbourne to Singapore
was exciting, but as the day went on, we
students got sleepier and sleepier. So sleepy
that when we got to our hotel in Rome, we
nearly fell asleep while eating dinner. Everyone
crashed as soon as we got back to the hotel. The
next day was action-packed with walking and
history.
We learnt about the Roman Forums and the
Colosseum. In the afternoon, we visited Trevi
Fountain and the Pantheon. On the last full day
in Rome, we visited the Vatican which is basically
its own country. We saw many churches that
were filled with paintings and sculptures.
Paintings were everywhere including on the
roof. At night, we went to the colosseum which
was a phenomenal sight. On the way to the
colosseum we saw many street artists doing
their work. This included seeing a man spray
painting the colosseum on a canvas. Many of us
bought his pieces.
We left early the next morning to travel to a
farm stay on the outskirts of Orvieto. The view
was breathtaking. As soon as we got there, we
were welcomed by the owner who showed us
our rooms. While we were there, we attempted
cooking lessons and also went to Italian Lessons.
For the rest of the day, most of us chilled out by
the pool and played Marco Polo while enjoying

the beautiful view.
Two days later, we were off to Siena. The bus
driver dropped us off near the centre of town so
we could stay there for the rest of the afternoon.
Later that day, we drove to Florence. We stayed in
Hotel Eden which had the best Hot Chocolates.
While we were there, we visited many churches
and walked to the top of a lookout. We walked
back down and had some lunch while listening
to the GWS-Collingwood game while our fellow
Italian friends gave us weird looks on their way
past us. In the evening, we went to visit the
statue of David, which is way better in person.
After Florence, we spent the day in Pisa! We saw
the leaning tower of Pisa, which isn’t as ‘leany’
or as big as it looks in the pictures but it was still
an amazing sight. Some of us actually went up
the tower! It offered a really good view of Pisa.
After Pisa we went stayed in a hotel in La Spezia
which had literally nothing around it to see or
do. The next day we went to the Cinque Terre or
the five villages. Stunning!
We left La Spezia and visited Lake Garda. We
walked around for a bit and then went on an
awesome speed-boat tour around the lake. Our
favourite part was when our boat driver blasted
the remix of “Down Under”. Afterwards, we all
enjoyed a delicious gelato!
The next day we visited walked around Verona

for a bit, which is where Shakespeare got his
inspiration for writing “Romeo and Juliet”. Fun
Fact: Did you know that the balcony was actually
made out of a bathtub? Yeah, weird!
Next stop was the beautiful Venice! When we
got there, we immediately got settled in our
hotel. We then went for a walk around Venice
where we saw many gondolas (that some of us
went on!). While walking the streets of Venice,
we passed many stores that sold glass animals
and ornaments and masks. While on the trip,
we saw many Disney stores and a bunch of us
were OBSESSED with going in them. While in
Venice, we stumbled upon a candy store where
a group of us spent so much money by accident
on lollies. One of us even spent 40 euro!
To get to Milan, we had to travel on a bullet
train. We visited the Duomo which is a gothic
type cathedral. The Duomo was amazing. It had
so many intricate details to it. Other than going
to the Duomo, we mostly went shopping to
spend the rest of our money. ON one of the days
we were in Milan, we went to Como which is a
place with a massive lake in the middle.
Italy was an amazing experience, we
recommend it for any student in the school.
Thank you Warrandyte High School!
Jo Caruana
Assistant Principal

WARRANDYTE VET WINNERS
I think our Year 10-12 students are really
fortunate to have opportunities to undertake
studies outside of Warrandyte High School in
such a diverse range of areas. We have around
40 students who travel out on a Wednesday to
places as diverse as Fern Tree Gully to Chadstone,
Box Hill to Preston and places in between. These
students are undertaking various qualifications
in things such as Automotive, Fashion Design,
Horse Studies, Plumbing, Dance, Music
and Sound Production, Hospitality, Electrotechnology and IT, Visual Design and Carpentry,
to name but a few! Although TAFE studies involve
a fair bit of written work as competencies have
to be assessed, most are highly orientated to the
workforce and the skills needed in the ‘real world’.
It was with great pleasure Warrandyte High
discovered that 4 of our Vocation Ed students
were recipients of awards through their VET
group, the Mullum Cluster.
Congratulations to Lachlan McLellan, Year 12,
who won the Excellence Award for his studies
in Automotive at Ringwood Training College.
Year 11 student, Caleb Andrew was the winner
of an Excellence Award for his first year studies
in Sound Production at BHSSC. And it was just
as exciting to see Year 12 student, Jared Ottosen
win a Merit Award for IT and Tyler Cerni (Year 11)
was also a Merit winner for his first year study
of Kitchen Operations at Aquinas. Well done to
these ‘switched on’ students.
Christena Gazeas
Level Leader

Positive Behaviour
WINNERS
Last Week and This week

Year 7
Ava Wood for displaying positivity and
challenging herself in Science.
Hayley Stoppa for working well in Maths

Year 8

Jasmine Lui for displaying a positive attitude and
striving for excellence.
Dillion Vidanathatirana for always listening to
instructions and focusing on his work.

Year 9

Sarah Clavant for working steadily in Money
Matters.
Eddie O’Rourke for being enthusiastic and attentive
during Personal Fitness class.

Year 10

Sotir Stojanovic for showing initiative in putting up
classroom chairs after everyone had left the History
class.
Myuu Kumagai for her endeavour

Year 11

Matilda Hartley for her making time and effort to
improve her grades.
Lucas Bohan for doing extra work in preparing
assessement tasks.

Year 12

Kelsey Van Middlekoop for always completing her
homework in HHD.
Ayoub Memari for always displaying excellent
manners

