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Welcome to the last edition of Gang
Gang for 2018. We are now well into
December and the end of the school
year is almost upon us. Planning
for next year is nearing completion
and classroom activities are winding
down. The Year 7 students for 2018
have been welcomed and our Year 12 students
have been farewelled.
As is always the case, there will be a number of
staff changes for next year as career paths lead
in different directions. On behalf of the whole
school community, I would like to thank the
following staff; Anna Stewart, Lauren Matino
and Jean Trungove for their contributions to
Warrandyte High School and wish them all the
best for the future. A special farewell goes to Jill
Treeby who is retiring at the end of this year after
more than 18 years at Warrandyte High School,
most of these as the School Business Manager.
Jill’s contribution to the school over these years
has been invaluable and she will be missed. I
will welcome our new staff in the first edition of
Gang Gang next year.

VCE results 2018

Congratulations to the Year 12 class of 2018 on
the excellent results they achieved in the VCE.
The final results were the culmination of much
effort and commitment by the students across a
number of years, and also reflect the contribution
staff and parents have made to support their
learning.
In particular, congratulations to Callum Khaw
(pictured), the 2018 Dux who achieved an
ATAR score of 97 and the following students
who achieved study scores of 40 or better,
placing them in the top 8% of all students in
that study. Dylan Jennings (Health and Human
Development, Physical Education), Rachel
McNab (Health and Human Development),
Piper Davis (Legal Studies), Alana Fenton (Legal
Studies), Aidan Prescott (Further Mathematics),
Callum Khaw (Chemistry, Mathematical
Methods).

Warrandyte High School Awards
Evening – 2018

Each year, our students achieve many
outstanding results in their pursuit of academic
and artistic excellence, citizenship and sport.
The Warrandyte High School Awards Evening,
held in December each year, provides an
opportunity for us to formally celebrate and

Callum Khaw, the 2018 Dux who achieved an ATAR
score of 97

give recognition to our students who
have excelled throughout the year.
It is also an occasion on which we
can acknowledge and give thanks to
those students who have taken on
the responsibility of being our student
leaders for the following year. This year
was once again a wonderful night of celebration.
A full list of award recipients will be published in
the first Gang Gang next year.
Our special guest speaker this year was Andi
Fiddock, who received a Premier’s Award in
2017 for achieving a perfect study score of 50, in
addition to receiving the Warrandyte High School
Literary Prize. Andi delivered a motivating and
engaging speech to the many award winning
students in the audience.
A huge thankyou is also extended to the many
wonderful community groups who continue
to sponsor specific achievement awards. The
Kiwanis Club of Doncaster and Templestowe;
Ryan Smith (the member for Warrandyte);
Lions Club of Warrandyte; The Rotary Club of
Warrandyte and Donvale; the Warrandyte Market
Committee and Glennis Pitches( former principal
of Warrandyte High School).

The Great Victorian Bike Ride

Just as we have for the past 15 years, Warrandyte
High School had a team of students, parents
and teachers take part in the Great Victorian
Bike Ride. This year’s team consisted of 27 riders
which included students from Year 7 to Year 12
plus a number of parents. The route took us from
Bright, through Beechworth, Milawa, Tallangatta,
Rutherglen, Yarrawonga, Glenrowan and
finally onto Benalla. The route was deceptively
challenging with a number of steep climbs,
however, the weather was very kind with mild
temperatures and only one wet day. It was a
great experience for all involved and planning
is already underway for next year when the ride
travels from Robe in South Australia through to
Torquay via the great Ocean Road and sections
of the Otways.
Finally, I would like to wish all our students and
their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Enjoy the break, stay safe, and I look
forward to greeting you all on your return from
the holiday period, refreshed for the year ahead.
Dr Stephen Parkin
Principal
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From the Assistant Principal
Warrandyte High in Vietnam!
Currently, until the end of December, a host of
Warrandyte High Students are in Vietnam, along
with two of our teachers, participating in the
World Challenge Experience.
Our students and teachers will be, amongst
other things,
exploring parts of Hanoi,
and participating in a host of community
engagement activities. During their month
long stay, students will have the chance to learn
about and experience a culture and lifestyle that
greatly contrasts to their own. They will firsthand
experience working alongside the locals,
contributing solutions to local developmental
and environmental priorities!
What a life changing experience students
from Warrandyte High School are currently
encountering!

ITALY 2019 is confirmed!

Correct, a host of students and two teachers will
indeed be exploring the magic of Italy next year!
Highlights will include a gondola ride in Venice;
visiting Juliet’s house in Verona; participating in
an Italian cooking lesson in Tuscany; shopping
in Milan; visiting the Colosseum in Rome and so
much more!
What amazing international opportunities
continue to be offered at Warrandyte High
School!
What’s this? You would like to join in and
participate in this magical experience but
haven’t let us know yet? Quick! Let the front
office know immediately! Don’t miss out! Places
filling! Open to 2019 year 7-11 students! ’

Orientation Day
December 11 was a joyous and exciting day as we
hosted our incoming 2019 Year 7 students who
spent the day with us. Our newest Warrandyte High
community members are coming from a host of
amazing primary schools including: Warrandyte
PS, Andersons Creek PS, Wonga Park PS, Kalinda PS,
Croydon Hill PS, Kangaroo Ground PS and so many
more!

When Does School Start In 2019?

Wednesday 30 January:
For Year 7 students, the meeting point will be the
Amphitheatre (outside the canteen) at 9am;
For VET and VCE students (not including Year 10
students studying a VET or VCE subject) at 2pm in the
Theatre
Thursday 31 January:
All students in all year levels attend and start school
at 9am!
Year 7 and VCE students to go straight to their period
1 class
Year 8, 9 and 10 students will have an assembly first.
Year 8s are to meet in the gym at 9am
Year 9s are to meet in the DLC at 9am
Year 10s are to meet in the Theatre at 9am

Lockdown Drill

On December 6, 2018, all students, teachers, staff
and visitors participated in a highly successful lock
down drill. This took place as part of our ongoing
commitment towards constantly refining our
emergency management procedures. The practice
drill was most successful as was the debriefing which
followed immediately afterwards.

Bushfire Alert Drill
Early in Term 4 we had a successful bushfire alert
and evacuation drill. We first entered into the alert
phase, then we moved onto the evacuation phase
– this involved evacuating students into A Block
which is the building that includes the office area,
gym and theatre. It was great to see our Emergency
Management Plan working smoothly.
As we are in bushfire season, here is some useful
information:
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria
to provide clear direction on the safest options for
preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a
Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their
Bureau of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of
those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the
BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to
four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure
by letter and via the Compass Parent Portal. A Code
Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm
the day before the potential closure. Once we are
advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we
will provide you with advice before the end of the

school day. This will be done via a notice
on the Compass Parent Portal Newsfeed,
an email to families and through the
information message on our phone system.
Hello everyone it is the WHS school council
Once confirmed, the decision to close will
president again, Andrew Watts. So it’s come
not change, regardless of improvements
to the end of other school year and what a
in the weather forecast. This is to avoid
year it’s been. We had the unfortunate event
confusion and help your family plan
of the passing of the highly respected teacher,
alternative care arrangements for your
Mr Dave Kahukiwa. My thoughts go out to his
child. It is also important to note that:
family and friends. I’d like to congratulate this
• No staff will be on site on days where
year’s Year 12 students and wish them all the best
the school is closed due to a forecast
for the future.
Code Red day.
I have been lucky in my position to see the school
• School camps will be cancelled if
at work from behind the scenes. I can say we are
a Code Red fire danger rating day
an awesome school. I have the privilege to see
is determined for the Bureau of
the students putting in so much hard work with
Meteorology district in which the
the student leadership, production, music concert,
camp is located.
science, the great art work and the behaviour of the
entire
school community. One of the best outcomes
• Depending on which Bureau of
was the student voice on school council and the way
Meteorology district is impacted
the students provide feedback to the school council.
bus route cancellations may affect
our school.
To see the hard work the teachers put into the
education of children has been great. We are
On these Code Red days families
fortunate to have a hard working principal and
are encouraged to enact their
assistant principal who put in long hours to keep
Bushfire Survival Plan – on such
the school running and we are fortunate to have the
days children should never be left
support of staff. I would like to thank them all for all
at home or in the care of older
their hard work and dedication to the school. I would
children.
like to extend a big thank-you to our retiring business
For those of us living in a bushfire
manager, Jill Treeby who would often put in long
prone area, the CFA advise that
hours of work and dedication to keeping Warrandyte
when Code Red days are forecast,
High afloat - thank-you Jill.
the safest option is to leave the
This got me thinking - what as parents can we do to
night before or early on the
help the school grow in the future, to be part of the
morning of the Code Red day.
true community? The answer is yes there is a way we
As part of preparing our school for
can do this – we can get involved on school council,
potential hazards such as fire, we
we can help when the next working bee happens. We
have updated and completed our
can also get involved in our parents group and a big
Emergency Management Plan.
part that helps the school is paying our school fees on
What can parents do?
time as this enhances the school’s resources so that
our children can excel. Please consider what we do
• Make sure your family’s bushfire
now that can benefit the school and our children in
survival plan is up-to-date
the coming years. Your support is the life blood of the
and includes alternative care
school.
arrangements in the event that
our school is closed.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas
and a great 2019. I hope to see you all then
• Ensure we have your current
contact details, including your
Andrew Watts
mobile phone numbers.
School Council President
• Keep in touch with us by reading
our newsletters and by checking the
Compass Parent Portal regularly. If
you do not know your Compass log
in please contact the General Office
on 9844 2749 who will be able to
assist you with this.
• Most importantly at this time of
year, if you’re planning a holiday or
short stay in the bush or in a coastal
area, you should check warnings in
advance of travel and remain vigilant
during your stay.
• Talk to your child about bushfires and
your family’s bushfire survival plan.
• You can access more information about
children’s services closures on the
Department of Education and Training
website – see http://www.education.vic.
gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire
season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.
gov.au or call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires
Information Line on 1800 240 667
Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

From the School Council
President

English language Centre News
Students in the English Language Centre have
been very active this term as they have been
involved in the school’s Taking the Challenge
program.
The program has offered students a wonderful
opportunity to explore all over their new city
and to visit many of Melbourne’s iconic places.
Here are two students impressions of what they
have seen:
The funny city experience
On November 13, we went to the city. That
day was unforgettable for me. We visited the
Koori Heritage centre. We first learned about
the ancient tribes of Australia. The origin of
Australia. I learned a lot about Australia. Then
we eat at the food court. The food there is very
delicious. After that, we went to the tallest
building in Melbourne Eureka Tower We took
the lift up. The elevators were lightning fast
and we were on the 88th floor in less than a
minute. When the elevator doors opened, we
saw all of Melbourne, and it was incredible. The
scenery is simply beautiful! We also went to the
observation deck, where there was no glass, and
you could feel how strong the wind was on the
88th floor. Then we went to the glass walkway.
That’s amazing! You can see the cars moving
below the 88th floor. My feet are transparent, it’s
like I’m standing on air and it’s incredible. That’s
what happened to me that day. It was a very
pleasant day! Very funny!
Sam
My journal
We went to many places this semester. I think
the most interesting day was the day we went to
South Melbourne market.
I remember that day we took a long ride and
walked a long way to the South Melbourne
market. We had oysters there, and that was the
first time I had oysters, and I was so excited, but
I thought it was just so-so, but Yvonne loved it,
and she ate a lot. We also found Gloria’s favourite
Guangdong Morning Tea shop in the market.
Guangdong Morning Tea is a Chinese food
custom. It originated in Guangdong. The main
foods are shrimp dumplings and pork roast.
We waited for Gloria to go to a soap shop after
eating the shrimp dumplings. We have been in
the market for a long time and bought a lot of
food.
This is a fun day, I feel that everyone is very
happy this day
Jenny
The ELC students were also very impressed by
the work that they heard about during their
visit to the Salvation Army headquarters. When
they returned to school they raised money in
their class for presents to put under the Kmart
wishing tree, sponsored by the Salvation Army.
Finally, students in the English Language Centre
have this week competed their 20 weeks of
tuition. I am delighted to announce that all
students have successfully completed their
course. A special mention must go to Gloria
Guo who has been awarded the 2018 English
Language Centre achievement award for her
outstanding efforts and her exemplary attitude
to her studies. Congratulations Gloria! I wish all
the ELC students the very best for when they
return next year to enter mainstream classes.
Wendy Tziotis
English Language Centre Co-ordinator

Hello Everyone
I had a massive weekend away taking a trip
to Bendigo on the train. The metro train into
Southern Cross was a little concerning because I
felt a lot of movement but slowly I adjusted and
became used to the sway. Then another long
train trip but this time much more comfortable
so I just curled up and slept.
As we were away and out in public I was required
to wear my jacket. This meant I had to be on my
best behaviour and do all the correct things.
Eg behave in restaurants, shops and hotels.
However I did go into a park to have some free
time and let off some energy. I had a lot of people
coming over to me and checking me out. Some
wanted to pat me but unfortunately that isn’t
alllowed when I have my jacket on. I experienced
sleeping in a different place and making sure all
my toileting occurred outside in the street and
park. I think I went well because I received a lot
of pats and treats from Jill.
This is my last article for 2018 so I wish everyone
a merry christmas and a safe and happy new
year.
Thank you for all your
visits.
Love Roza

Don’t miss out - Our
BIGGEST and BEST
Fund Raiser for MAY
4 2019!
Put the date in your Diary – it’s
a must! MAY 4 2019. Your hard
working Parent Association
is planning the biggest, most
colourful, fun filled Trivia Night
ever.
It’s a theme we ALL love, it’s
The 80’s Retro Trivia Night!
You might even like to dust
off those old leg warmers, fish
net gloves, shoulder pads and
outrageous scrunchies (and
that’s just the blokes!)
If it’s fluoro it’s on!
Think Pacman, Cyndi Lauper,
Boogie Nights, Twister, Rubix
Cubes, Boy George and more…
start mustering your gang and
watch this space.
Claire Bloom
Parent Association

3 MARCH 2019
U8 KIDS
RUN

EVENTS FOR ALL ABILITIES AND AGES

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL, CLUB OR CHARITY
VISIT RUNWARRANDYTE.COM
ENTER IN AN EVENT AND START FUNDRAISING

JOIN THE FUN

#RUNWARRANDYTE

All profits from event registrations go to the Warrandyte Sporting Group - keeping our kids playing footy, cricket and netball all year

