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Diary Dates
Friday 20 December
Last Day of 2019 – 2:30 finish

Wednesday 22 January
Booklist collection at school for 
those who organised this

Wednesday 29 January
First Day for Year 7s (VCE 
students start at 2pm)

Thursday 20 January
First Day for all other year levels

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin        
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana

School Captains:
Skye Gedye, Nicholas Dodds

Welcome to the last edition of 
Gang Gang for 2019. We are now 
well into December and the end of 
the school year is just days away. 
Planning for next year is nearing 
completion and classroom activities are 
winding down. The Year 7 students for 2019 
have been welcomed and our Year 12 students 
have been farewelled. 
As is always the case, there will be a number 
of staff changes for next year as career paths 
lead in different directions. On behalf of the 
whole school community, I would like to thank 
the following staff; Leigh Thomson, Rushani 
Rajakuruna, Chris Cadenhead and Jay Chan for 
their contributions to Warrandyte High School 
and wish them all the best for the future. I will 
welcome our new staff in the first edition of 
Gang Gang next year.

VCE results 2019
Congratulations to the Year 12 class of 2019 
on the excellent results they achieved in the 
VCE. The final results were the culmination of 
much effort and commitment by the students 
across a number of years, and also reflect the 
contribution staff and parents have made to 
support their learning. 
In particular, congratulations to Piper Davis 
(pictured), the 2019 Dux who achieved an 
ATAR score of 94.4 and the following students 
who achieved study scores of 40 or better, 
placing them in the top 8% of all students in 
that study. Aidan Prescott (Physics), Gemma 
Raso (English and Psychology), Owen Kelly 
(Physics), Zihan Tang (Physics). Aidan Prescott 
and Piper Davis also achieved study scores 
above 40 last year through their accelerated 
study of Further Maths and Legal Studies, 
respectively. 

Warrandyte High School 
Awards Evening – 2019
Each year, our students achieve many 
outstanding results in their pursuit of 

academic and artistic excellence, citizenship 
and sport. The Warrandyte High School Awards 
Evening, held in December each year, provides 
an opportunity for us to formally celebrate 
and give recognition to our students who 
have excelled throughout the year.  It is also an 
occasion on which we can acknowledge and 
give thanks to those students who have taken 
on the responsibility of being our student 
leaders for the following year. This year was 
once again a wonderful night of celebration. 

Our special guest speaker this year was Callum 
Khaw (pictured), who was our Dux in 2018. 
Callum delivered a motivating and engaging 
speech to the many award winning students 
in the audience. 

A huge thankyou is also extended to the many 
wonderful community groups who continue 
to sponsor specific achievement awards. The 
Kiwanis Club of Doncaster and Templestowe; 
Ryan Smith (the member for Warrandyte); 
Lions Club of Warrandyte; The Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte and Donvale; the Warrandyte 
Market Committee and Glennis Pitches 
(former principal of Warrandyte High School).

See Mr Caruana’s article below for more details 
and a list of award winners. 

Stephen Parkin
Principal
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From the  Assistant Principal

Mobile Phone Ban 
Correct, already mobile phones are not allowed 
in the classroom and are confiscated if students 
are indeed caught using them in class without 
the explicit permission of the classroom teacher. 
Next year, along with all government schools 
in the state, the use of mobile phones will be 
banned from the start of the school day right 
through to the end of the school day. From 9am 
right through to 3:15pm. 
That’s right – students will not be permitted 
to use their mobile phones during recess 
or lunchtime. Their phones will indeed be 
confiscated if they are found to be breaking 
this ministerial order governing all Victorian 
government primary and secondary schools.
If you need to urgently get a message to your 
child, we gently remind you to contact the office 
and we will relay the message. 
I know – at lunchtime and recess students will 
be able talk to one another! Face to face!  How 
wonderful and healthy, no? 

Year 8 Mentoring Program
Earlier this term twelve Year 8 students 
volunteered to participate in a mentoring 
program which involved intensive training and 
which culminated in visiting two of our local 
primary schools.
The primary schools which joined us in this 
exciting program were Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School and Warrandyte Primary School. 
The brief of the mentoring was to assist Grade 

6 students with the transition into high school. 
Our wonderful, trained and enthusiastic Year 
8 mentors travelled to both primary schools 
where they engaged in an hour long mentoring 
session with the Grade 6 students.
The primary students were surveyed both before 
and after the mentoring as a way of measuring 
the effectiveness of the program. It was very 
encouraging to see that the concern and 
anxiety shared by some of the primary school 
students decreased significantly following the 
mentoring sessions. 
Warrandyte High School partnered with 
Gateway LLEN who provided the training for 

our awesome Year 8 students who volunteered 
to participate in this program. 
On December 4, our Year 8 mentors were 
invited and indeed attended a thank you 
lunch hosted at the Manningham City Council 
where they each received a certificate as an 
acknowledgement of the wonderful display of 
citizenship they displayed. 
Above are the mentors at the Thank You Lunch 
proudly holding the certificate they received:

Emergency Management 
Practice Drill
The whole school on Dec 12, 2019, participated in 
a highly successful practice drill which involved 
evacuating onto the outdoor basketball courts. 
This completed our Emergency Management 
practice schedule for 2019. 
The practice evacuation was effective. As 
always, our debriefing which took place soon 
afterwards, will enable us to further refine our 
processes.

Homework Policy and the 
expanded use of Compass
In 2020, as part of an exciting priority to work 
closer with our awesome parents and carers, all 
teachers will be placing all homework deadlines 
on Compass. Yes students will be encouraged 
to continue using their School Planners/Diaries 
for this purpose also, but indeed as parents you 
will be able to gain an insight into all looming 
deadlines via Compass.
As part of our aim to work more closely with our 
wonderful parents, should your child require an 
extension regarding a particular schoolwork/
homework deadline in 2020, and indeed should 
you be of the view that there are reasonable 
circumstances surrounding the need for the 
extension, then the relevant classroom teacher 
will require a note from you requesting the 
extension and indeed outlining the reason(s) 
why you believe the extension should be 
considered. 
Correct, this is no different to our already 
existing expectation regarding school uniform 
which involves you, the amazing parent/carer, 
writing a note to the relevant year level leader, 
explaining why your child is temporarily not in 
correct school uniform/requesting that your 
child be excused for being temporarily out of 
uniform.
How we love working closely with our parents 
and carers at Warrandyte High School! 

2019 Awards Night
On Tuesday 17 December, the Warrandyte High School Awards Night took place. It was a wonderful 
evening where a plethora of students across all year levels who achieved excellent results were 
acknowledged. It was a night where academic excellence was celebrated at all year levels, along 
with artistic excellence and sporting excellence. 
Students who engaged in impressive acts of 
endeavour and citizenship throughout the year 
were also duly acknowledged along with the 
students at each level who best embodied our 
school values of Integrity, Respect and Excellence.
Our 2020 school captains made their formal 
debut on the night and particularly special was 
the plethora of sponsored awards presented to 
our well deserving students. 
2020 School Captains: Brooke Bowyer and Caitlyn 
Bull with Principal Dr Parkin
Some of the prestigious awards unveiled on the 
night included: 

Dux of 2019 Piper Davis, Year 12 

Literary Prize (Warrandyte Market Committee) Gemma Raso,  Year 12 

Jean Pierre Lajoie Award (Warrandyte Market 
Committee) 

Jayde McIver, Year 8 

The Lane Bossard Award Jasper Kuhn,  Year 7 

ANZAC Award (Warrandyte RSL) Chloe Wallace, Year 11

The Rotary Club Excellence Award Rhianna Cummings, Year 8

The Rotary Endeavour Award Nicolas Dodds, Year 12 

Spirit of Warrandyte Award May Griffiths, Year 10

Lions Club Excellence in Sport Award Ethan Buchanan, Year 10

Lions Club Excellence in the Arts Award Caitlyn Bull, Year 11

Lions Club Music Excellence Award Pacifica Guan, Year 11 

ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork 
Award ( Australian Defence Force) 

Lucy Bice, Year 12 &  Emma Dodds, Year 10

Kiwanis Award (Kiwanis Club of Manningham) May Griffiths, Year 10



Bushfire Alert Drill

Early in Term 4 we had a successful bushfire 
alert and evacuation drill. We first entered into 
the alert phase, then we moved onto the evacu-
ation phase – this involved evacuating students 
into A Block which is the building that includes 
the office area, gym and theatre. It was great to 
see our Emergency Management Plan working 
smoothly. 
As we are in bushfire season, here is some useful 
information: 
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in 
Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest 
options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET 
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed 
when a Code Red fire danger rating day is deter-
mined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  
Our school has been identified as being one 
of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on 
the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up 
to four days notice of a potential Code Red day 
closure by letter and via the Compass Parent 
Portal. A Code Red day will be determined by 
the Emergency Management Commissioner no 
later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential 
closure.  Once we are advised of the confirma-
tion of the Code Red day we will provide you 
with advice before the end of the school day. 
This will be done via a notice on the Compass 
Parent Portal Newsfeed, an email to families and 
through the information message on our phone 
system.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will 
not change, regardless of improvements in 
the weather forecast.  This is to avoid confu-
sion and help your family plan alternative care 
arrangements for your child.  It is also important 
to note that:
• No staff will be on site on days where the 

school is closed due to a forecast Code Red 
day.

• School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red 
fire danger rating day is determined for the 
Bureau of Meteorology district in which the 
camp is located.

• Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology 
district is impacted bus route cancellations 
may affect our school.

On these Code Red days families are encour-
aged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on 
such days children should never be left at 
home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, 
the CFA advise that when Code Red days are 
forecast, the safest option is to leave the night 
before or early on the morning of the Code Red 
day.
As part of preparing our school for potential 
hazards such as fire, we have updated and com-
pleted our Emergency Management Plan.

What can parents do?
• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan 

is up-to-date and includes alternative care 
arrangements in the event that our school is 
closed.  

• Ensure we have your current contact details, 
including your mobile phone numbers.  

• Keep in touch with us by reading our news-
letters and by checking the Compass Parent 
Portal regularly. If you do not know your 
Compass log in please contact the General 
Office on 9844 2749 who will be able to as-
sist you with this. 

• Most importantly at this time of year, if 
you’re planning a holiday or short stay in 
the bush or in a coastal area, you should 
check warnings in advance of travel and 
remain vigilant during your stay. 

• Talk to your child about bushfires and 
your family’s bushfire survival plan. 

• You can access more information about 
children’s services closures on the De-
partment of Education and Training 
website – see

•  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
about/programs/health/pages/clo-
sures.aspx 

For up-to-date information on this year’s 
fire season, visit the CFA website at www.
cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour Victo-
rian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 
240 667

Jo Caruana
Assistant Principal

Message from the School 
Council President: 

Hello everyone it’s your school council 
president, Andrew watts. I would like 

wish the whole school community a Merry 
Christmas and New Year. The year has 

passed us so quickly and we have come to 
the end of the school year. I would like to 
wish the departing Year 12 students all the 
best as they embark on the next chapter 
following their exams. I also would like to 
thank the school principal and the hard 
working teachers who put in so much work to 
help our children. 
To all school council members, for all your time 
and hard work:  thank you.  A big thank you 
goes to Paul McNamara who after a number 
of years on school council, holding a number 
of positions, his place on the school council 
comes to an end with his youngest daughter 
completing Year 12 this year. 
A big thank you is extended to all the families 
who supported fund raising and music groups. 
With their help to fund a number of projects, the 
school was able to purchase a new piano and 
new sunshades.
We do have generational change.  The music 
fund raising group is always looking for help from 
more wonderful parents as is the parents and 
friends fund raising committee. . So I would like 
to put the call out for your help. If you can spare 
some time in 2020, please contact the school.

Andrew watts 
President
Warrandyte School Council



On Wednesday 20 December all Year 7 and 8 
students had their final inter school sports day 
for the year. This term students became famil-
iar with lesser known sports of Ultimate Fris-
bee, Futsal and European Handball. In total the 
school had 14 teams entered in the 3 sports. 
It was a very hot day however this did not de-
ter the teams who were keen to be competitive 
and develop their knowledge of these sports. 
Ultimate Frisbee was run by Ultimate Frisbee 
Victoria and started with the students partici-
pating in a shorts drills session to develop their 
throwing, catching and defending skills. Then it 
was time to hit the fields. Being a sport that is 
self-umpired it was extremely impressive to see 
the sportsmanship of all the Warrandyte High 
school students and how their skills developed 
throughout the day. In the end both the girls 
and boys team finished the day as runners up. A 
fantastic effort by all students. 
Down the road a tough competition of Euro-
pean Handball was taking place. All students 
developed their skills throughout the day and 
worked well within their teams. In the end the 
Warrandyte teams finished 2nd and 3rd overall. 
The finals sport was Futsal. This was extremely 
popular with multiple teams participating. All 
Warrandyte High School teams performed well 
in each game against some tough competition.  
Throughout the day all students gave 100% and 
represented the school with pride. 
Congratulations to all Year 7 & 8 students who 
have represented the school in interschool 
sport this year. 

Weights Room
On Thursday 5 December the Physical Educa-
tion department took ownership of a brand 
new 4 way weights machine. This machine was 
approved as new major equipment and will be 
replacing the old one which was at least 20 years 
old. The machine enables students to complete 
at least 24 different exercises targeting specific 
muscle groups. It will be heavily used by the stu-
dents who attend the weights training sessions 
after school, students in the new basketball 
and AFL program and all students from years 
9-12 in physical education classes. This machine 
is a great asset to the weights room and the 
physical education department look forward 
to seeing students use it and developing their 
strength and conditioning programs.

Year 7 Water Safety Day
This term in Health Year 7’s have been learning 
about water safety. To support their learning in 
the classroom, last Monday they travelled to 
Sandridge Beach, Port Melbourne. Whilst the 
weather did not permit students to go in the 
water, they were able to take part in all the ac-

tivities on the sand. There was a range of tasks 
such as beach sprints, relays and mock rescues. 
Students practiced their First Aid skills, as well 
as identifying potential rips, currents and other 
dangers that exist at the beach such as the sun, 
wildlife and other people. Followed by strate-
gies on how to avoid potential hazards. Some 
students also had the opportunity to trial a new 
piece of equipment that sports scientists are 
developing to help children learn how to swim. 
Their feedback will be used to further improve 

the device. All Year 7’s who attended on the 
day participated enthusiastically in all activi-
ties, as well as take part in discussions with the 
volunteer life savers who ran the program. We 
hope that this event paired with their classroom 
activities will serve a purpose over the coming 
warmer months so they can keep themselves, 
their families and friends safe when having fun 
by the water. 

Katie Cook
Sport Leader

  

Sports News



2020 Charity Partner 
Guide Dogs Victoria
WCB - Run Warrandyte 
is proud to partner with 
Guide Dogs Victoria 
this year.

#RUNWARRANDYTE

runwarrandyte.com

1st MARCH

In 2020 Run Warrandyte is moving towards being a 100% ECO friendly event


