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Welcome to 2019

FEBRUARY

Friday 22 February
Photo Day
Monday 25 February
VET Rec Surf Camp – Day 1
Tuesday 26 February		
VET Rec Surf Day – Day 2
Wednesday 27 February		
Year 7 Parent Information
Evening – 6:30pm
Thursday 28 February		
Senior Sports Day

MARCH

Diary Dates

Monday 4 March		
Year 8 Science ALP – All week
Monday 4 March		
Intermediate Sports Day
Tuesday 5 March		
Year 7 Immunisations
Wednesday 6 March		
Year 12 Physics Excursion –
Luna Park
Friday 8 March		
Division Swimming
Tuesday 26 March
OPEN NIGHT

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana
School Captains:
Skye Gedye, Nicholas Dodds

I would like to welcome back all the
families returning to Warrandyte
High School in 2019 and I would like
to extend a very warm welcome to
all the families joining us for the first time this
year. On Wednesday 30 January, the first day for
Year 7 students, I had the opportunity to speak
with a number of Year 7 parents, some of whom
were new to our school. It was lovely to share in
such a special occasion with these parents and
I look forward to further opportunities to meet
with parents and members of our community
throughout the year.
I would also like to welcome Mrs Shirley Geraghty
(Business Manager) and Mr Johnathon Nye
(Maths/Science/Media) who have joined our staff
this this year, and Ms Chantelle Wilson and Ms
Fiona Dzur who are both returning to Warrandyte
High School from family leave.

Smith (the member for Warrandyte);
Lions Club of Warrandyte; The Rotary
Club of Warrandyte and Donvale; the
Warrandyte Market Committee and
Glennis Pitches (former principal of
Warrandyte High School).
A full list of recipients is included below.

VCE results 2018
I am very pleased to be able to congratulate the
Year 12 class of 2018 on the excellent results they
achieved. These results were the culmination of
much effort and commitment by the students
across a number of years, and also reflect the
contribution of staff and parents to the learning
of the students.
In particular, congratulations to Callum Khaw,
the 2018 Dux who achieved an ATAR score of 97
and the following students who achieved study
scores of 40 or better, placing them in the top
8% of all students in that study. Dylan Jennings
(Health and Human Development, Physical
Education), Rachel McNab (Health and Human
Development), Piper Davis (Legal Studies),
Alana Fenton (Legal Studies), Aidan Prescott
(Further Mathematics), Callum Khaw (Chemistry,
Mathematical Methods).

Warrandyte High School Awards
Evening - 2018
Each year, our students achieve many
outstanding results in their pursuit of academic
and artistic excellence, citizenship and sport. The
Warrandyte High School Awards Evening, held
in December each year, provides an opportunity
for us to formally celebrate and give recognition
to our students who have excelled throughout
the year. It is also an occasion on which we can
acknowledge and give thanks to those students
who have taken on the responsibility of being our
student leaders for the following year. Last year
was once again a wonderful night of celebration.
Our special guest speaker last year was Andi
Fiddock, who received a Premier’s Award in
2017 for achieving a perfect study score of 50, in
addition to receiving the Warrandyte High School
Literary Prize. Andi delivered a motivating and
engaging speech to the many award winning
students in the audience.
A huge thankyou is also extended to the many
wonderful community groups who continue
to sponsor specific achievement awards. The
Kiwanis Club of Doncaster and Templestowe; Ryan

Year Level Awards

From the Principal
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School Council Elections 2019—
Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school
council. They are legally constituted bodies that
are given powers to set the key directions of a
school within state wide guidelines. In doing this,
a school council is able to directly influence the
quality of education that the school provides for
its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are four possible
categories of membership:
• A mandated elected Parent category – more than
one third of the total members must be from this
category. Department of Education & Training
(DET) employees can be Parent members at their
child’s school as long as they are not employed
at the school.
• A mandated elected DET employee category
– members of this category may make up no
more than one-third of the total membership
of school council. The principal of the school is
automatically one of these members.
• An optional Community member category –
members are co-opted by a decision of the
council because of their special skills, interests or
experiences. DET employees are not eligible to
be Community members.
For all schools with a Year 7 and above cohort,
there is a fourth category of membership.
• A mandated elected Student category.
The Student electorate of the school includes
all students enrolled in Year 7 and above, at the
school. Student members of school council have
the same role and responsibilities as other council
members including full voting rights. However,
student members are not eligible to hold any
office bearer position.
The election process for Parent, DET and Student
member categories must be completed by 31
March 2019.
The term of office for all members is two years.
The term of office of half the members expires
each year, creating vacancies for the annual school
council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important
viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
shape the direction of the school. Those parents
who become active on a school council find their
involvement satisfying in itself and may also find
that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections,
which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as
candidates than there are positions vacant. In view
of this, you might seriously consider
• standing for election as a member of the school
council
• encouraging another person to stand for
election.
Do I need special experience to be on school
council?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills
and knowledge to the role, councillors may need
to develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas
that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is
an interest in your child’s school and the desire to
work in partnership with others to help shape the
school’s future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?

In this issue of Gang Gang I have included a Notice
of Election and Call for Nominations. All school
council elections must be completed by the end
of March. If you decide to stand for election, you
can arrange for someone to nominate you as a
Hello everyone. I am the School Council
candidate or you can nominate yourself in the
President, Andrew Watts
Parent category.
I would like to welcome everyone back to
DET employees whose child is enrolled in
Warrandyte High for 2019. A special welcome to
a school in which they are not employed
Warrandyte High School is extended to the Year
are eligible to nominate as parents for the
7’s and their families.
school council at that school.
We are in for a wonderful year ahead. We have
Once the nomination form is completed,
a number of events coming up throughout the
return it to the principal within the time
year. Warrandyte High will be involved with the
stated on the Notice of Election. You will
Warrandyte Festival; the Trivia Night on the 4 May;
receive a Nomination Form Receipt in
a number of camps like the Writers and Music camp
the mail following the receipt of your
and the Italy trip in September. All this and the
completed nomination.
school production and music concert as well which
the students have a great deal of fun with. And there
Generally, if there are more nominations
is also The Art & Technology Department’s VCE Art
received than there are vacancies on
Show. Just to name a few upcoming highlights!
council, a ballot will be conducted
during the two weeks after the call for
I would like to invite the whole school community
nominations has closed.
to get involved wherever possible. There are a
number of supporting committees that need your
Remember
help. The parents fund raising committee, the music
• Consider standing for election to
support and school council are some options. These
council this year
committees need your support. You will find them
• Ask at the school for help if you would
interesting and the time commitment is not great.
like to stand for election and are not
Give the front office a call – they will put you in contact
sure what to do
with the appropriate person and make you feel most
welcome.
• Be sure to vote in the elections
There are many ways you can help the school - staying
• Please contact me if you wish further
up to date on Compass and our newsletter, the Gang
information.
Gang, helping on a working bee and a big way is by
paying your school fees. Paying school fees helps the
Stephen Parkin
school, it keeps the resources and programs on track
Principal
so all of our kids benefit. With your support the school
can grow and achieve the results we can be proud of
as a community.
All the best for the year.

Greetings from the
School Council President

Andrew Watts
School Council President

Warrandyte High School
Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Warrandyte High School.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on Monday 25
February, 2019.
If an election is required the ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Monday 11 March, 2019.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category
open for election are as follows:

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling
for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.

From the Assistant Principal
Welcome to 2019 everyone! We are very excited
to be back and already we are in full swing!

School Photos!
Correct – school photos are happening Friday
22 February! By now your child should have
come home with the official envelope from the
photographer. Simply complete and return to
the photographer as you wish! All instructions
included in the envelope!
Year Level Leaders Let me introduce you to our
2019 Year Level Leaders:
Year 7 - Ernee Greenwood
Year 8 - Christena Gazeas
Year 9 - Leanne Zammit
Year 10 - Mikaela Fall
Year 11 - Krystina McCrory
Year 12 - Sarah Boodle
HARK: Christena Gazeas is also a leading teacher
who oversees all of the year level leaders. These
are your first go to people should you need any
help with any issue.

WORKING BEE
You are all warmly invited to help us out at
our twilight working bee happening 4:30pm6:30pm Thursday 21 March. The Thursday
before our OPEN NIGHT which is happening
on March 26! Painting! Gardening! What fun!
Refreshments provided! Please register your
availability at the Office. Ph: 9844 2749

Student Planners and Uniform!
Students have now received their Warrandyte
High School planner/diary!
It is essential and indeed an expectation that all
students bring their student planner to every
class! The benefits are limitless! It will help them
enormously to meet homework deadlines!
There is a section at the back of the planner
which needs to be completed before a student
can legitimately leave the classroom for a brief
period.
HARK! Just as there will be a random uniform

blitz throughout the year which will result in
students who do not have a uniform pass being
penalized for not being in correct uniform, there
will similarly be a random student planner blitz
throughout the year! Yikes!

Bushfire Alert and Evacuation Drill

On the first Friday of Term 1, 2019, all students
and staff participated in a successful bushfire
alert and evacuation drill. Initially the school
went into Alert Mode.
Our drill then extended into evacuating the
school into our Shelter in Place building. The
Year 7-9 students and staff evacuated into the
Theatre whilst the Year 10-12 students and staff
evacuated into the basketball stadium. Both
rooms are part of A Block which is our Shelter in
Place building.

LIONS CLUB – Youth Citizenship
Awards
Congratulations are extended to Chloe Wallace
in Year 11 who recently won $600, courtesy of

Happy Lunar New Year
5 Feb is the first day of the lunar New Year. All international students celebrate
this traditional festival by gathering together during lunch time, provided with
food and drinks. Principal Stephen Parkin and Assistant Principal Joseph Caruana
expressed their best wishes to students and handed out a “Red Envelope”, which
contained gold milk chocolate to each student, symbolizing good luck and also
is a symbol to ward off evil spirits.
Summer Guo
International Co-ordinator

the Lions Club in Warrandyte. Chloe spoke most
poignantly about her time in Vietnam recently
as part of the Warrandyte High School World
Challenge experience. She will now proceed
to represent Warrandyte High School in further
speaking competitions.
Congratulations are also extended to Zach
Deacon (Year 11) and Pacifica Guan (Year
11) who also spoke most effectively and
persuasively at the Lions Club Youth Awards
evening held recently in Warrandyte. Indeed
courtesy of the Lions Club, they collected $400
and $200 respectively.
What talented and highly articulate students we
have at Warrandyte High School.

Football + Basketball Program
commencing in 2020 for students in
Year 7-10!
Watch this space!
Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

Student accident insurance/Ambulance
cover arrangements and private property
brought to school
Parents/Guardians are reminded that the Department does not
provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for
students.
Parents and guardians of students who do not have student
accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying
the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the
cost of ambulance attendance / transport and any other transport
costs.
Parents/Guardians can purchase insurance policies from
commercial insurers.
Private property brought to school by students is not insured and
the Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or
damage.
Shirley Geraghty
Business Manager

Monday Piano Day
Monday 11 February was the first day the piano was taken outside
for students to play as part of a new initiative to engage students
in learning an instrument. The Music Department were ecstatic to
see students having a go at tickling the ol’ ivories during recess and
lunch time. We have received lots of positive feedback from staff and
students. Music filled the amphitheatre and travelled throughout the
school which created a lovely atmosphere for all to enjoy.
We look forward to future Mondays and hope many more students will
serenade us with different tunes (unfortunately, some grumpy people
are saying that Chopsticks is NOT welcome!).
Barry Carozzi & Marija PassarellaWendy Tziotis
English Language Centre Co-ordinator

Don’t miss out - Our BIGGEST and BEST Fund Raiser
for MAY 4 2019!
Put the date in your Diary – it’s a must! MAY 4 2019. Your hard working Parent
Association is planning the biggest, most colourful, fun filled Trivia Night ever.
It’s a theme we ALL love, it’s The 80’s Retro Trivia Night! You might even like to
dust off those old leg warmers, fish net gloves, shoulder pads and outrageous
scrunchies (and that’s just the blokes!)
If it’s fluoro it’s on!
Think Pacman, Cyndi Lauper, Boogie
Nights, Twister, Rubix Cubes, Boy George
and more… start mustering your gang
and watch this space.
Claire Bloom
Parent Association

Warrandyte
High School

+613 9844 2749
Fax: +61 3 9844 1813
whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
cnr. Warrandyte & Alexander Roads,
Warrandyte 3113

Open Night

Tuesday 26th March
4-6pm and 6.45-8pm School Tours
6.15 Information Session
Further information:

9844 2749

whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Excellent Academic results. 2018 DUX: ATAR 97
Football and Basketball Program
Trips to Italy, China and Central Australia
Wide Range of VCE Acceleration opportunities
Extensive Sporting Program
Dynamic Musical Productions
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
Broad VET offerings
Warrandyte High School has a designated bus parking zone inside the school grounds with
school bus services running from North Croydon, Warranwood, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Research, Kangaroo Ground and Eltham. This is in addition to the regular National Bus service
which stops just outside the school.

3 MARCH 2019
U8 KIDS
RUN

EVENTS FOR ALL ABILITIES AND AGES

RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL, CLUB OR CHARITY
VISIT RUNWARRANDYTE.COM
ENTER IN AN EVENT AND START FUNDRAISING

JOIN THE FUN

#RUNWARRANDYTE

All profits from event registrations go to the Warrandyte Sporting Group - keeping our kids playing footy, cricket and netball all year

