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Diary Dates
Monday 2 March
Intermediate Sports Day

Wednesday 4 March      
House Swimming Sports

Thursday 19 March                 
Working Bee 4.30-6.30pm 
(register with the front office) 

Thursday 26 March                 
Open Night from 4pm. 
Principal’s address: 6.15 pm 

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin        
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana

School Captains:
Caitlyn Bull and Brooke Bowyer

I would like to welcome back all the 
families returning to Warrandyte 
High School in 2020 and I would 
like to extend a very warm 
welcome to all the families joining 
us for the first time this year. On Wednesday 29 
January, the first day for Year 7 students, I had 
the opportunity to speak with a number of 
Year 7 parents, some of whom were new to our 
school. It was lovely to share in such a special 
occasion with these parents and I look forward 
to further opportunities to meet with parents 
and members of our community throughout 
the year.
I would also like to welcome Ms Catherine 
Mortimer (Food Studies) and Ms Martyka 
Milenkovic (Maths/Science) who have joined 
our staff this this year.

VCE results 2019

I am very pleased to be able to congratulate 
the Year 12 class of 2019 on the excellent 
results they achieved. These results were the 
culmination of much effort and commitment 
by the students across a number of years, 
and also reflect the contribution of staff and 
parents to the learning of the students. 
In particular, congratulations to Piper Davis 
(pictured above), the 2019 Dux who achieved 
an ATAR score of 94.4 and the following 
students who achieved study scores of 40 
or better, placing them in the top 8% of all 
students in that study. Aidan Prescott (Physics), 
Gemma Raso (English and Psychology), 
Owen Kelly (Physics), Zihan Tang (Physics). 
Aidan Prescott and Piper Davis also achieved 
study scores above 40 last year through their 
accelerated study of Further Maths and Legal 
Studies, respectively. 

School Council Elections
At the close of nominations, the 
School had received three parent 
member nominations for the four 
available parent positions, one DET 

member nomination for the two available DET 
positions, and one student nomination for the 
one available student position. 
I therefore have great pleasure in announcing 
that Andrew Watts, Ben Dodds and Michael 
Shultz (parent members) along with Claire 
Bloom (DET member) and Verity Koomen 
(Student member) have been duly elected 
onto the Warrandyte High School Council for 
the next two years. 
As the number of nominations was less than 
the number of positions vacant in both the 
Parent and DET category, further nominations 
have been called for in these two categories. 
This nomination period will remain open until 
4pm on Monday 2 March. Nomination forms 
are available from the School Office.

In memory - Lyn Dyason
On a very sad note, I am regretfully informing 
the school community of the passing of former 
School Council President, Lyn Dyason. Lyn’s 
contributions to the Warrandyte Community 
were many and varied. In addition to a busy 
professional career and active family life, 
Lyn continually volunteered her time and 
expertise to support community activities and 
programs. To our good fortune, Warrandyte 
High School was one of her passions and her 
hard work and leadership has contributed 
significantly to the positive outcomes 
achieved by our students.  
“There are some who bring a light to the 
world, so great, that even after they have gone 
the light remains”.

Warrandyte High School 
Awards Evening – 2019
Each year, our students achieve many 
outstanding results in their pursuit of academic 
and artistic excellence, citizenship and sport. 
The Warrandyte High School Awards Evening, 
held in December each year, provides an 
opportunity for us to formally celebrate and 
give recognition to our students who have 
excelled throughout the year.  It is also an 
occasion on which we can acknowledge and 
give thanks to those students who have taken 
on the responsibility of being our student 
leaders for the following year. Last year was 
once again a wonderful night of celebration. 
Our special guest speaker last year was Callum 
Khaw, who was our 2018 DUX, achieving 
an ATAR of 97. Callum is currently studying 
engineering and science at Monash University. 
Callum delivered a motivating and engaging 
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AWARD RECIPIENT

School Captains 2020 Caitlyn Bull & Brooke Bowyer

Music Captains 2020 Pacifica Guan & Owen Kelly

Senior Leader Ethan Stark

The DUX 2019 Piper Davis

The Rotary Endeavour Award sponsored 
by The Rotary Club of Warrandyte/
Donvale

Nicholas Dodds

The Rotary Excellence Award sponsored 
by The Rotary Club of Warrandyte/
Donvale

Rhianna Cummings

The ANZAC Award sponsored by 
Warrandyte RSL

Chloe Wallace

The Kiwanis Award sponsored by The 
Kiwanis Club of Doncaster/Templestowe

May Griffiths

The ADF Long Tan Leadership and 
Teamwork Awards sponsored by 
Australian Defence Force

Lucy Bice & Emma Dodds

The Artistic Excellence Award sponsored 
by Lions Club of Warrandyte

Caitlyn Bull

The Sports Award sponsored by 
Warrandyte High School

Ethan Buchanan

The Lions Music Excellence Award 
sponsored by The Lions Club of 
Warrandyte

Pacifica Guan

The Jean-Pierre Lajoie Prize sponsored 
by Warrandyte Market

Jayde McIver

The Spirit of Warrandyte sponsored by 
Ryan Smith

May Griffiths

The Literary Prize sponsored by the 
Warrandyte Market

Gemma Raso

The Lane Bossard Award Jasper Kuhn

Award Recipient Year in 2019

All Rounder Mark Fadel 7

Sports Person Rafael Martini 7

Excellence in the Arts Cambell Stark & Alana West 7

Academic Excellence Alana West 7

Citizenship Felix Hallback 7

All Rounder Jayde McIver 8

Sports Person Summer Davis 8

Excellence in the Arts Emerson Humphris 8

Academic Excellence Macey Carlin 8

Endeavour Dillon Vidanapathirana 8

Citizenship Leo Mulder 8

Sports Person Kate Bean 9

All Rounder Kai Petherick 9

Excellence in the Arts Jade Synhur 9

Academic Excellence Molly Sizer & Emily Myers 9

Endeavour Laura Beckett 9

Citizenship Olivia Jennings 9

Excellence in the Arts India Robinson 10

All Rounder Sotir Stojanovic 10

Academic Excellence Sotir Stojanovic 10

Endeavour Verity Koomen 10

Citizenship Emma Dodds 10

All Rounder Alia Sproat 11

Excellence in the Arts Caitlyn Bull 11

Academic Excellence Luke Van Oirschot 11

Endeavour Jonathan Wright 11

Citizenship Brooke Bowyer 11

Sports Person Kelsey Van Middelkoop 12

Excellence in the Arts Evangeline Kohler 12

Endeavour Grace Nassour 12

All Rounder Greta Wallace 12

Academic Excellence Piper Davis 12

Citizenship Nicholas Dodds 12
School Review
Every four years, schools complete a School Review which leads to the 
development of a 4 year Strategic Plan. We will be completing such a 
Review in 2020. The Strategic Plan which will be developed will align with 
Education State targets and incorporate local factors. The first stage in this 
Review is the Pre-Review Self-Evaluation (PRSE), which we are undertaking 
this term. 
The PRSE will synthesise our ongoing and formal six-monthly evaluations 
from the previous four years and engage the whole school community in 
a reflective analysis of the school’s performance.
We have used our data and analysis from the previous four years, to 
determine our achievements against the current School Strategic 
Plan goals and targets. We are currently conducting an analysis of our 
performance and identifying the enablers and barriers to success. 
Quantitative and qualitative data and evidence is being used to support 
our analysis and assessment. 
As part of our PRSE we are also determining our progress and level of 
proficiency against all 16 dimensions of the Framework for Student 
Improvement Outcomes (FISO) Continua, and providing evidence to 
support our selection of proficiency level.

Stephen Parkin
Principal

speech to the many award winning students in the audience. 
A huge thankyou is also extended to the many wonderful community 
groups who continue to sponsor specific achievement awards. The 
Kiwanis Club of Doncaster and Templestowe; Ryan Smith (the member for 
Warrandyte); Lions Club of Warrandyte; The Rotary Club of Warrandyte and 
Donvale and Glennis Pitches (former principal of Warrandyte High School). 

A full list of recipients is included below. . 

Year Level Awards

This week’s Positive Behaviour Winners
Year 7  Kianna Hooper for exhibiting amazing persistence in PE
Year 8   Campbell Stark for demonstrating fantastic teamwork in the 

Health scavenger hunt
Year 9  Sama Al-Bakiry for her persistence in completing Maths work
Year 10 Alec Kotlarewski for always displaying a positive attitude
Year 11  Maddison Trewella and Alex Carlin for their great work ethic in 

English
Year 12  Alex Collins and Chloe Wallace for their beautiful paragraphs in 

English

Last week’s Positive Behaviour Winners
Year 7 Jacob Grouios for conquering the abseiling challenge at camp
Year 8 Kaleb Carnes for his focus and concentration in English
Year 9 Harry Hoglund for contributing to class discussion
Year 10  Jess Wellington for showing perseverance and commitment in 

class
Year 11 May Griffiths & Sophia Edge for managing their workload
Year 12 Madeleine Fox for a mature approach to her studies

Christena Gazeas
Student Services



Term 1 is certainly in full swing with so many 
exciting things happening! 

Who do you contact? Year 
Level Leaders for 2020
Year 7 and 8 – Luke Mason
Year 9 and 10 – Leanne Zammit
Year 11 and 12 – Mikaela Fall
Overseeing all year levels – Christena Gazeas

Year 7 Camp 
Our Year 7 students enjoyed themselves 
immensely at our four day, three night, camp 
experience which took place in the Halls Gap 
area. When I ask our Year 7s if they had a good 
time, their faces light up as they mention how 
good the activities were and most importantly, 
how good the food was. Friendships were 
formed which is fantastic! Later in this 
edition you can read more about this Year 7 
opportunity from our Junior School Leader, Mr 
Luke Mason.

Peer Support Program 
Keeping to the theme of Year 7, recently a group 
of our amazing Year 10 students participated in 
our Peer Support Training. This wonderful group of 
Year 10 volunteers are being trained to mentor our 
Year 7s, to be like a big buddy for them. Pastoral 
Care is a priority here at WHS. 

Overseas Experiences 
Correct – as we offered in 2019 our stunning Italy 
Trip experience which was a huge success, 2020 
was due to be our China Trip experience year. 
Understandably, with the current situation in 
China, the decision was made not to proceed with 
this for this year. 

Year 9 Football and Basketball 
Program
Our intensive Year 9 Football and Basketball 
Program is going exceedingly well. The students 
are loving it. More information in upcoming 
editions. We are indeed planning to expand this 
program next year so that it includes Year 10 as 
well as Year 9! 

Numeracy Help 
Numeracy and mathematics is a whole school 
focus here at Warrandyte High School. Later in 
this edition you will see more about the exciting 
numeracy assistance we are offering our students! 

The Mobile Phone Ban
Overwhelmingly our mobile phone ban, in 
accordance with the Victorian Ministerial Order, 
is going very well. Students indeed know and 
accept that between the first school bell at 9am 
and the last school bell at 3.15pm, the use of their 
mobile phone is not allowed. Their phone will be 
confiscated if it is seen or heard! Yikes! 

Emergency Management 
The entire school participated on February 3, 2020, 
in a highly successful Bushfire Alert practice drill. 
This involved the entire school continuing with the 
teaching and learning whilst being in Alert Mode. 
This was followed with an effective whole school 
evacuation drill in our Shelter – in – Place building. 
This involved the Year 7-9 students and teachers 
evacuating into the theatre and the Year 10-12 
students evacuating in our gym.
As always, our debriefing has enabled us to further 
refine our emergency management processes.
WHS – taking emergency management seriously! 

Elevate Program – Study Skills 
Guest Speaker 
Pastoral Care is something we take very seriously. 

Assisting all of our students to develop and refine 
their study skills is very important to us. Indeed 
recently all of our students engaged in what is 
referred to as the “Elevate Program”.  Essentially this 
is a highly motivational session aimed at engaging 
students and assisting them to develop, maintain 
or strengthen really healthy study habits. 

Working Bee 
You are all warmly invited to help us out at our 
twilight Working Bee happening 4.30pm – 6.30pm 
Thursday March 19. The Thursday before OPEN 
NIGHT which is happening on March 26. Painting! 
Gardening! What fun! Refreshments provided! 
Please register your availability at the front office. 
Ph:  9844 2749

Join our Student Voice Team
Expressions of interest are invited NOW!
Become a member of our STUDENT VOICE TEAM 
and have a real voice in your learning here at 
WHS!
Provide constructive feedback! A genuine 
leadership opportunity!
We would me meeting every 2-3 weeks in class 
time!  (We will rotate the class time so you are 
not missing the same lesson all the time)
We are planning to have a year 7-9 Student 
Voice Team and a Year 10-12 Student Voice 
Team!
Forward your expression of interest IN WRITING 
to me by Friday March 6!
Come and see me if you have any questions! 

    Joseph Caruana - Assistant Principal

Music News 
Recently the Music department was 

gifted an upright piano from Marry-
Anne Lowe at Bramleigh Receptions in 
Warrandyte. A big thank you to her and 

to Lucy Appleby for letting us know of 
this great addition to our department. 

A reminder to all students interested in 
joining the Instrumental Program to hand 
in their application forms. Every student 
entering the program (whether it be 
existing students and new) must submit 
this form and payment of their fees as soon 
as possible. 
The Year 7 students will be having 
an introduction to the Instrumental 
Program where student performances will 
demonstrate the outstanding quality of work 
our Instrumental Music Teachers put into 
the talented students. We hope to see many 
more students enter the program and enjoy 
the wonderful community environment we 
provide. 
Upcoming events:
Warrandyte Festival: Saturday 21 March

Marija Passarella
Instrumental Music Co-ordinator
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Maths News
Numeracy Homework Program (Years 7-9)
Dear Parents,
This year, as part of their Numeracy Homework Program at Warrandyte High School, all Year 7-9 students 
will be given a Maths Mate worksheet on a regular basis in their maths classes, generally once per week. We 
will be starting the first Maths Mate worksheet in the week starting Monday 10th February.
All students should now have a copy of the Maths Mate booklet, which was on the booklist, and need 
to wait until their maths teacher asks them to bring it to class.  If you need to purchase the Maths Mate 
booklet, please contact Campion booksellers on 1300 433 982, or visit https://www.campion.com.au/
The Maths Mate worksheets are designed to allow students to attempt all questions without the aid of 
a calculator, and this should be encouraged at home. The Maths Mate books will be kept with the maths 
teacher, and the sheet for that week will be torn off and taken home to be completed over the week. The 
sheet then needs to be brought to class on the due date, where it will be corrected in class and the results 
recorded.
Do not be too concerned if your child finds the initial worksheet difficult.  It is not expected that students 
will be able to complete every question from week one; in fact Q33 has been included to offer a real 
challenge to all students.   Each worksheet is built around a common framework of questions aimed at 
covering the Victorian Mathematics Curriculum.
Corresponding questions on each worksheet cover the 
same skill area; that is, Q1 always tests adding whole 
numbers to 10, Q2, subtracting whole numbers to 10, 
and so on with the questions within each category 
becoming progressively more difficult from week to 
week. 
Students will be confronted by the same type of 
question on a regular basis.   The diagnostic nature 
of the worksheets will help students and teachers to 
identify areas of strength and weakness.   This should 
also help to motivate students to make another 
attempt at mastering skills that they may have found 
too difficult in the past.   As well, the results sheet, if 
completed accurately, will allow students to enjoy 
monitoring their own improvement.
We thank you in anticipation of your involvement and 
remind you that you are welcome to email your child’s 
maths teacher to discuss your child’s progress during 
the year.
Yours sincerely,

Robbie Gedge
Numeracy Leader



In 2020, The Warrandyte High Science 
Department is continuing to provide students 
in years 7-10 with an opportunity to challenge 
themselves by participating in the annual 
International Big Science Competition.
The competition is aligned with the Australian 
Science Curriculum and is open to students of 
all abilities at four different levels: respectively 
year levels 7, 8, 9 and 10.
The 50 minute competition consists of 30 
multiple choice questions that are relatable for 
the students in that they are set in real life issues 
and contemporary contexts. The competition 
questions are designed to test the student’s 
skills in critical thinking, problem solving and 
scientific literacy, not just factual recall of 
scientific knowledge.
Each student who takes part in the competition 
will receive a personalised certificate and 
detailed feedback on their performance. Our 
school will also receive a comprehensive 
report for each paper level, which breaks 
down individual student performance for each 
question and provides a comparison with 
state and national results. This will function as 
an additional assessment tool that teaching 
staff can use to identify areas of strength and 
weakness and make improvements to the 
students’ future learning.

The Science department will support the 
students’ preparation for the competition by 
providing practice papers for the students to 
complete if they wish and also provide them 
with valuable feedback.
Event: Big Science Competition
Date: Term 2 Weeks 6-7 (20/5- 29/5)*The exact 
date and period is yet to be confirmed as it is 
dependent on number of entrants)
Cost: $8.00
To register your interest in the Big Science 
Competition you will need to email Ms Zammit 
at Zammit.leanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au and 
state your full name and core class by Friday 27th 
March. Information/Permission and payment 
form will appear on compass at a later date.
 For more information on the Big Science 
competition please visit www.asi.edu.au 
The Big Science Competition is organised by 
Australian Science Innovations, a non-profit 
organisation committed to providing high 
quality science extension programs that inspire, 
challenge and raise the aspirations of students 
in science

      Sarah Boodle
      Science Leader

  

Science News

 Year 7 Camp
The annual Year 7 camp was yet again a great success. Senior Students 
from our VET Recreation and Sport Program also participated in a 
leadership role and contributed towards the success of the four day, 
three night camp. 
The camp was in the Halls Gap area and occurred in the second week 
of school, allowing students to form strong friendship groups through 
challenging and at times, exhilarating outdoor activities. Many 
students participated in abseiling for the very first time and it was 
amazing to see some students face their own fear of height. 
An acknowledgement of the professionalism and leadership from the 
VET Rec students must be given for their tireless work and engagement 
with the younger students. Each night they created both engaging and 
fun activities which provided entertainment for all the Year 7 students. 
The Roses Gap Hall camp leaders had nothing but praise for these 
students and have decided to recommend that all schools follow 
a similar system, our Warrandyte High system, for future camps. A 
massive thank you is also extended to the teachers who attended who 
were both a massive support and another contributing factor towards 
the success of the camp. 
The Warrandyte High School Year 7 four day camp experience was an 
excellent way to start the new 2020 school year. Hopefully the Year 7 
friendships that were formed will continue to grow across the rest of 
the year and onwards throughout their remaining time in high school. 

Luke Mason
Junior School Coordinator

 School Crossings Victoria Inc.

Is your Lollipop 
person the 
sweetest?

Nominate your Lollipop 
person for the 2019/2020 

School Crossing Supervisor of 
the year award.

Jump online and complete a nomination at 
www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au

Your support of this program will help ensure 
your School Crossing Supervisor is shown 

the appreciation they deserve for their 
commitment to the ongoing safety of our 

children.



www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

Open Night
Thursday 26th March
4-6pm and 6.45-8pm School Tours

6.15pm Information Session

Further information:

9844 2749
whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

Warrandyte High School has a designated bus parking zone inside the school grounds with 
school bus services running from North Croydon, Warranwood, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 

Research, Kangaroo Ground and Eltham. This is in addition to the regular National Bus service 
which stops just outside the school.

Warrandyte
High School

+613 9844 2749
Fax: +61 3 9844 1813 

whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

cnr. Warrandyte & Alexander Roads,
Warrandyte 3113

• Excellent Academic results
• Year 9 Football and Basketball Program
• Trips to Italy, China and Central Australia
• Wide Range of VCE Acceleration opportunities
• Dynamic Music and Arts Program
• Extensive Sporting and  

Science Program

School Tours on 
Wednesdays



WARRANDYTE HIGH SCHOOL
MUSIC SUPPORT GROUP

Looking for volunteers!
 

Could you give us an hour or two of your precious time at
the Warrandyte Festival Sausage Sizzle (March 21st or 22nd)?

We are looking for volunteers for

Saturday, 9-11am, 11-1pm
1-3pm and 3-5pm and for Sunday 10-12pm, 12-

2pm and 2-4pm.
This is a major High School fundraiser for the year. Join in the 

fun! 
Money raised supports the music program as well as other 

school initiatives.
Please Contact Margaret Kelly (MSG Committee) with any 

questions.
kellyclan03@icloud.com   0447 693 561

Copy and paste the link below into your browser to access the 
online portal and roster yourself on in a time that is convenient! 

See you there!
http://warrandytehighschoolmusicsupportgroup1.volunteerlo-

cal.com/volunteer/?id=13307  

The Lion King Jr. tells the story of the epic adventures of a curious cub named Simba as he struggles to accept the responsibilities of 
adulthood and his destiny as king. Along the way, the young lion encounters a colourful cast of characters including spunky lioness Nala, 
charismatic meerkat Timon, and loveable warthog Pumbaa. 

To claim his rightful place on the throne and save his beloved Pridelands Simba must find his inner strength and confront his wicked 
Uncle Scar. . The Lion King JR. features classic songs from the 1994 film such as “Hakuna Matata” and the Academy Award®-winning “Can 
You Feel the Love Tonight” as well as additional songs penned for the Broadway production.

“The Lion King Jr reaches to our deepest emotions, touching on themes of love, loss, guilt and responsibility. The overarching message of 
the Circle of Life and our place in it is both humbling and empowering. Lebo M’s soaring African music, Elton John’s crowd pleasers and 
the exotic beauty of the African landscape all combine to make this show, to me, the most joyful and moving of the Disney productions.”

Merinda Gray Director Lion King Jr 

Playing from the 28th March until the 5th of April at Warrandyte High School Theatre this wonderful cast of 70 children aged 
8-15 will bring this magical story to life.  

Tickets are available via try booking (https://www.trybooking.com/BGQMB)

About Diamond Valley Singers (DVS): DVS was established in 1985 to provide a medium for community members in the Diamond Valley 
and surrounding areas to exercise their talents, and at the same time to raise money for charity. Since our inception, we have donated 
over $150,000 to charities, including World Vision, International Needs Australia, Open House, and the Elizabeth Nursery School in Malawi

Any further enquiries please contact Kieren on 0422 954 956




