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Diary Dates
Tuesday 26 March
EMR Swimming

Tuesday 26 March
OPEN NIGHT

Tuesday 2 April
Taking the Challenge Latitude 
Excursion

Thursday 4 April
Parent Teacher Conferences

Friday 5 April
Last Day Term 1- 2:30pm finish

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin        
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana

School Captains:
Skye Gedye, Nicholas Dodds

Welcome to 2019 Warrandyte 
High School Open Night – 
Tuesday 26 March

4.00 - 6.00pm School Tours

6.15 - 6.45pm Information Session

6.45 - 8.00pm School Tours

Our school Open Night will be held on Tuesday 
26 March from 4pm to 8pm. On this day students 
are not required to attend during the normal 
school hours as there will be no structured 
classes, though supervision will be available if 
you are unable to make alternative arrangements 
for your child. Please contact the Office to let us 
know if this will be the case. We will, however, be 
asking a significant number of our students to 
join us and take part in a variety of activities and 
demonstrations between 4pm and 8pm as we 
show off our school to current and prospective 
parents.  Please come along to view our school, 
peruse student work and ask questions about our 
programs. 

School Council Elections
At the close of nominations, the School had 
received four parent member nominations for 
the four available parent positions, one DET 
member nomination for the two available DET 
positions, and two student nominations for the 
one available student position.

I therefore have great pleasure in announcing 

that Gary Foster, Tracey Parker, Emma 
Short and Simone Spence (parent 
members) along with Joe Caruana (DET 
member) have been duly elected onto 
the Warrandyte High School Council for 

the next two years.

An election for the student position is underway 
at the time of my writing of this article. The ballot 
will be completed on Tuesday 19 March.

WHS 2019 Musical Production
I am very excited to announce that once 
again the co-directors for this year’s school 
production will be ex-students Tamsin Mackie 
and Morgan Thomas-Connor. Stay tuned for an 
announcement of this year’s show and the dates 
for auditions. 

Sports
The school enjoyed a very successful House 
Swimming Sports day on Tuesday 19 February. 
Colourful costumes and sporting excellence 
were the order of the day as students contested 
for individual honours and House glory. When 
the final results were tabulated Stiggant House 
was victorious. A more detailed recap of the day 
is included later in this edition of Gang Gang. 
Congratulations to all participants and well done 
to Katie Cook, our Sports Leader, for her excellent 
planning and management of the day.

Stephen Parkin
Principal
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A great opportunity! Host a student 
or teacher from our Sister School in 
China! 
Earn $250
Dear parents, teachers, students and friends. Why 
not host a student or teacher for 6 nights from our 
sister school in China! In the week commencing 
Monday July 22 until July 28! The dates may vary 
by one day! I know, the cultural richness of this 
experience is amazing! And yes, we will give you 
$250 towards expenses. The visiting students will 
be Year 7 students! 

Please email me directly or contact the front 
office by Tuesday March 26 if you would like to be 
a home stay provider! Many thanks indeed

Mobile Phone Policy 
Parents, students and friends are reminded that 
students are not allowed to use their phones or 
headphones in class. If you need to urgently get 
a message to your child, we gently remind you 
that you need to call the front office and we will 
relay the message or if applicable, we will arrange 

for your child to call you back. Calling students 
during class time is not in accordance with our 
mobile phone policy. Many thanks for your 
continued understanding and support. 

Year 7 CAMP

On Friday 15 March our Year 7 students and 
teachers returned from their 4 day camp which 
was in the Halls Gap area. What fun they had! The 
new friendships formed! The exciting activities! 
Read more about this in the next edition! 

Football and Basketball Program 
starting in 2020 for all students in 
Year 7-10.
I know, isn’t this so exciting. See our flyer which is 
included in this edition of the Gang Gang! 

Soon we will be formally inviting expressions 
of interest.  Approximately 5 hours a week of 
intensive Basketball or Football skill building!

Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal



Careers News
Year 9

Almost every student has now completed an 
online “morrisby” careers test, a new initiative 

of the Government, wishing to emphasise 
careers and careers planning for all state school 

students.
Although quite demanding, the tests will reveal 

student interests, and each student will receive 
individual counselling around the results of 
their appraisal. Careers counsellors will start this 

process in the last week of term and continue into 
Term 2. Parents are most welcome to attend the 
30-45 minute interview, and will be contacted with 

details via Compass email.
Year 10
Work Experience is not that far away – June 24th! It’s 
great to see a number of students have already tee’d 
up positions. Some of these include: primary schools, 
bike shops, electicians, Science Dept at Swinburne 
Uni, plumbing, retial, Geo-technical work, special 
education, pre-schools, youth work, hospitality and 
more. Well done to those students and their parents 
for getting in quickly!
If students need help with securng a position they 
should come and have a chat. However, employers are 
not employing me, and students will need to initiate 
contact, supplying a resume and application. I can 
help.
For a first work experience position, it is always helpful 
to call on relatives, friends, neighbours and other 
contacts, so look at your extended networks and see 
what might be a possibility.
I have heard employers speak at seminars and 
conferences, and they always stress the importance 
of work experience, no matter how brief or basic, so 
don’t miss out on this opportunity to enhance your 
employability skills. 

Year 11 -12
Watch Compass for the latest Careers News – 
there’s always something happening!
Please contact me if you have any questions OR 
can offer work experience to our Year 10’s.

Claire Bloom
Careers Advisor

2019 Youth Parliament of 
Victoria
Our application to participate in the 2019 
Youth Parliament of Victoria program has been 
SUCCESSFUL!
For over 30 years, the YMCA Victoria Youth 
Parliament has provided an opportunity
for young Victorians to be heard in the most public 
forum of all – Parliament House
of Victoria!
The YMCA Youth Parliament Program, run by YMCA 
Victoria in partnership with the
Victorian Government and a dedicated 
volunteer Taskforce comprising of past Youth 
Parliamentarians, will be working with 120 young 
Victorians to debate issues they
are passionate about in the real chambers of 
Parliament.
Skye Gedye, Lucy Bice, Isabella Weichard, Alicia 
Alvarez, Evangeline Kohler and Sotir Stojanovic 
make up the Warrandyte High School team. 
This program has resulted in over 25 Youth 
Parliament Bills being adopted into state 
legislation; including gender neutral school 
uniforms, and banning lightweight plastic bags.
Beyond the real and potent advocacy of the 
Youth Parliamentarians, the benefit of the 
Youth Parliament is in giving young people a 
voice, igniting a passion and delivering real and 
transferable skills.

Our team will participate in a mandatory 
residential training weekend held in late 
May, and a five night long residential 
camp in late June. This week long camp 
focuses on three full days of debate in 
Parliament House, which gives young 
people a chance to flex their newly 
developed parliamentary skills.
Away from Parliament House, 
participants take part in a series of 
rewarding and sometimes challenging 
personal development sessions at 
YMCA Lake Dewar Lodge which aims to 
develop their teamwork and leadership 
skills.
Every year, the feedback from past 
participants of the program are glowing, 
with many young people citing their 
Youth Parliament experience as 
being formative in their development 
journeys. In the 2018 Youth Parliament, 
a staggering 91% of participants 
reported they would highly recommend 
the Youth Parliament program to their 
peers, and 93% of participants listed 
the Youth Parliament as a core platform 
to be heard and respected. 
In a time when many young people feel 
overlooked or excluded, we know that the 
Youth Parliament offers something special 
for our Warrandyte High School team.

Christena Gazeas

TRIVIA NIGHT IS COMING
Have you booked your tickets yet for 
Warrandyte High’s social event of the year?

Whether you are a trivia buff or just like to have 
fun, this is the night for you.

Our theme this year is “Back to the 80’s”

Feel free to dress up and decorate your table or 
come just as you are.

Lots of prizes and fun for all!

Tickets are $25 and you can book through the 
Office.

Be there or Be square 

Saturday May 4th in the Theatre

Claire Bloom
Parent Association



Unit 1&2 Vet Sport and Recreation 
Surf Camp
On 25 February, the unit 1&2 VET Sport and 
Recreation class headed off to Phillip Island 
for an overnight camp to develop surfing skills 
as well as start to develop an understanding 
of the different units they would be covering 
throughout the year in addition to getting to 
work together. Students initially dropped their 
bags off at our overnight accommodation 
which was Amaze N Things Holiday Park and 
Motel before heading to the surf shop to have a 
behind the scenes tour on how surf boards are 
actually made. Students then headed to Island 
Surf where they were suited up into wetsuits 
(even though the weather was a warm 30 
degrees) and then headed to Smiths beach to 
start their surfing lesson.
Before starting the surfing lesson students were 
given a short lesson on beach safety, how to 
undertake a beach risk analysis and developed 
their knowledge of rips and how to spot them 
and use them when surfing. Whilst conditions 
were extremely flat with minimal waves all 
students were still able to successful start 
developing the foundation skills of catching a 
wave. After some practice students were then 
taught how to stand up and surf a wave. Within 
the hour all students had successfully been able 
to stand and developed their surfing skills. Due 
to the small conditions the session finished 
with students being having the opportunity to 
have a free swim whilst others still persevered 
with surfing. After returning to camp dinner 
was provided and students then had the night 
to themselves to play table tennis, pool, tennis, 
watch TV and sit and chat. 
Everyone was woken early the next day as we 
had to be back at Island surf by 7:00am for our 

7:30 – 9:30 surf lesson. Students eagerly suited 
up again in the hope that the waves would be 
a little bigger. Whilst some sets provided some 
great surfing conditions again the waves were 
on the smaller size however this did not impact 
on the students who consistently persisted to 
improve their paddling and surfing skills and 
also using a rip to conserve their energy to get 
to the waves out the back. Having the smaller 
conditions made students have to learn to read 
the conditions more to ensure they picked the 
right waves to try and catch to conserve their 
paddling energy. All students did a fantastic job 
with all students developing their surfing skills 
and also surviving some great ‘wipe outs’.
After the surfing was finished students returned 
to camp for breakfast before packing their 
belongings and departing camp by 11:00am. 
At this time students went to The Nobbies and 
walked along the boardwalk looking for any 
penguins and also looking at what the island 
has done to reduce the impact tourists have 
on the environment – a unit they will look at in 
more detail in preparation for their bushwalking 
camp. On the way home students stopped at 
Woolamai Beach. Woolamai (Surf ) Beach is the 

longest and most exposed beach on Phillip 
Island. The beach is 4.2 km long and faces 
south-west into the high waves and westerly 
winds which makes it one of Phillip Island’s most 
dangerous beaches. These conditions however 
enabled students to test their knowledge of 
being able to spot and read rips, see sandbars 
and determine the safest place too swim/surf.  
Over the two days there were some great 
laughs, friendship strengthened and great 
times had by all. The students who attended 
should be congratulated on their efforts. It was 
definitely a camp that all will remember. I look 
forward to continuing to work with the Vet 
Sport and Recreation students and seeing them 
challenge themselves at our next camp (3 days 
bushwalking). A special thank you also to Mr 
Robbie Gedge who attended the camp as the 
additional staff member. Without his attendance 
the camp would not be able to have occurred. 

Sports news – Term 1 Senior and 
Intermediate Sport and Divisional 
Swimming
The term has been very busy with interschool 
sports. So far we have seen the seniors compete 
in Volleyball, the intermediates complete 
in Volleyball and Cricket and our students 
represent the school at the division swimming 
competition. All students should be very 
proud of their efforts and the way in which 
they represented the school. Through these 
sports many teams and individuals achieved 
great success winning events and going on to 
represent the school at the Eastern Metropolitan 
Regional Finals. 
At the senior Volleyball, Warrandyte entered the 
competition with 1 boys team, and 2 girls teams. 
With lots of success in the past in Volleyball all 
the students were eager to attend the day and 
again achieve victory. The Volleyball from all 
schools was of an excellent standard with many 
highly contested rallies which challenged all 
students to produce their best. The boys team 
came away 3rd overall only missing out on 
playing in the finals by 1 game. The girls team 
worked hard throughout the entire day pushing 
themselves and improved dramatically. It was 
great to see all the senior students out on the 
court, supporting each other and giving it their 
best. 
The Intermediate Volleyball teams both 
achieved great success with 2 boys and 2 girls 
teams being entered. The boys and girls B 
competition enabled our students to be very 
competitive with lots of improvement seen 
throughout the day. The tight competition 
however was in the Girls A division where they 
won through to the finals. Whilst the girls went 
in feeling a little intimidated (as they had lost 
to the team in the pool games) they started off 
strong taking the first set. In the 2nd set whilst 
the girls got off to a good start the other team 
came back hard to take the 2nd set 27 to 25. 
This meant they had to go into a deciding 3rd 

set. This set went backwards and forward and 
unfortunately the girls went down 15 to 13. 
It was a fantastic effort from all the girls who 
continually challenged themselves. The girls B 
team also had some great success being winners 
of the B competition. On the boys side the 
competition was fierce with the A team going 
into their final game needing the win to make it 
through to the finals. Whilst they started strong 
the other team fought back hard and took out 
the first set. This meant the boys had to refocus 
and ensure they took out the 2nd set. Whilst the 
set was tightly contested the boys went down 
resulting in them finishing 3rd overall. The boys 
B team also had some great games and rallies 
and also finished 3rd overall.  The entire day was 
a great success and I congratulate all students 
on their efforts.
The Intermediate cricket team was made up 
of a mix of boys who played cricket and those 
just wanting to give it a go. Their first game 
was against Templestowe where even though 
the boys went in confident and with some set 
tactics and fighting hard the other school simply 
had too much depth. This resulted in the boys 
playing for 3rd position. The boys regrouped 
being ably led by Brady Poole, Lachlan 
Haberfield and Noah Willis and easily won their 
second game to finish 3rd overall. A great team 
effort.  
This year 15 students represented Warrandyte 
High School at the divisional swimming 
competition. All students performed at their 
best in their individual events and then pulled 
together to achieve some great success in the 
relays. In both the 16 year old medley relay 
and the 16 year old 4 x 50m freestyle relay Ben 
Metcalf, Georgia D’Amico, Noah Hunter and 
Noah Willis performed exceptionally well as a 
team coming away 2nd place in both events. 
Overall it was a great day with all Warrandyte 
students competing at their best and cheering 
each other on. Georgia D’Amico came first in 16 
year old 50m backstroke and Coco Whelan came 
first in the 14 year old 50m freestyle and 50m 
backstroke. Both of these students will progress 
onto the Eastern Region Swim on Tuesday 26th 
March. We wish them the best of luck. 
Congratulations to all students that participated 
in term 1 sports.

Katie Cook
Sports Leader

Sports News



Science ALP
 The Year 8 students were fortunate enough to 
have participated in a week of important skill 
based activities during the Science ALP. During 
the ALP students were involved in various 
practical report writing workshops to improve 
their formal writing skills. They were also 
improving the literacy skills by improving their 
use of scientific language whilst designing their 
own experiment. Here students chose an area 
they wanted to investigate and wrote a detailed 
experimental report before testing it out. The 
week was enjoyed by all and it was great to see 
students in the element while performing their 
experiments. Congratulations to all Year 8s on a 
successful week! 

 Ms Passarella and Mr Nye

Student Award Winners
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Open Night
Tuesday 26th March
4-6pm and 6.45-8pm School Tours

6.15 Information Session
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Warrandyte High School has a designated bus parking zone inside the school grounds with 
school bus services running from North Croydon, Warranwood, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 

Research, Kangaroo Ground and Eltham. This is in addition to the regular National Bus service 
which stops just outside the school.
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High School
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Fax: +61 3 9844 1813 
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• Excellent Academic results. 2018 DUX: ATAR 97
• Football and Basketball Program
• Trips to Italy, China and Central Australia
• Wide Range of VCE Acceleration opportunities
• Extensive Sporting Program
• Dynamic Musical Productions
• Broad VET offerings





STARTING IN 2020
at Warrandyte High School

The WHS FOOTBALL 
and

The WHS BASKETBALL 
PROGRAM

These exciting programs will be available to all 
students in Year 7-10 in 2020! 
✔ A skills based program!
✔ Regular feedback! 
✔ A highly regarded coach! 
✔ Over 300 minutes a week!

Warrandyte
High School

+613 9844 2749
Fax: +61 3 9844 1813 

whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

cnr. Warrandyte & Alexander Roads,
Warrandyte 3113




