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We Want Our Students To 
Tell Us What They Think! 
We value student voice as a means 
to improving student engagement, 
wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 
conducting a survey to find out what your child 
thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School 
Survey is an annual student survey offered by the 
Department of Education and Training to assist 
schools in gaining an understanding of students’ 
perceptions and experience of school. Our school 
will use the survey results to plan programs 
and activities to improve your child’s schooling 
experience.
Students from Year 7 to 12 at our school will 
participate in the survey. Your child will complete 
the survey online during school hours using a 
purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is 
important to note that we are not in any way 
“testing” your child. Your child has the right to 
refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point 
before, during, or after completion of the survey. 
Your child will be provided with a unique login 
to complete the survey. The student login is an 
assigned identifier that may be used to link data 
for statistical and research purposes only. All 
responses to the survey are kept anonymous in 
the response file. Personal identification data will 
not be recorded in the survey response file. This 
ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s 
responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will 
be conducted at our school over the period 
Wednesday 29 May to Friday 7 June. The survey 
only takes up to 20 minutes to complete and 
occurs during your child’s class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the 
school before the end of Term 2. All survey data 
that is made available in reports are for groups of 
students only so that no individual student can 
be identified. 
If you would like more information, please speak 
to your child’s teacher or visit: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
teachers/management/improvement/Pages/
performsurveyat.aspx

Child Safe
All schools were required to demonstrate 
that they are compliant with Child Safe 
legislation. The Child Safe Standards are 

compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian 
early childhood services and schools, to ensure 
they are well prepared to protect children from 
abuse and neglect. For further details please 
see: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/
programs/health/protect/Pages/default.aspx. 

Each year, as part of our compliance process, we 
provide all parents/guardians with a copy of the 
document “Protecting Children from Abuse: For 
Parents and Carers”. 
You can find the document at the end of this 
newsletter.

The Great Victorian Bike Ride
The Great Victorian Bike Ride is an event in which 
thousands of secondary and primary school 
students, along with thousands of members of 
the public, ride over 650km through country 
Victoria and this year, part of South Australia, 
over a 10 day period. Tremendously well 
supported by volunteers and Bicycle Network 
Victoria, students ride about 70km each day 
then camp out overnight in well-resourced camp 
sites. Warrandyte High School has participated 
in this event for the past 16 years and will 
be participating again this year. It is a great 
opportunity for students of all year levels to 
learn a bit about Victoria’s beautiful countryside, 
a bit about bike maintenance, and a lot about 
themselves, as they take on a significant and 
rewarding challenge. The event is held at the end 
of November and training will commence in June, 
with a training ride each month. An information 
night for interested students and parents will be 
held at 7pm on Wednesday 5 June in the school 
library

Dr Stephen Parkin
Principal
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Pastoral Care - BRAINSTORM
PRODUCTIONS: Verbal Combat

We say NO to Cyber Bullying! 
Award-Winning In-School Theatre 
Performances 

Verbal Combat
On Monday 20 May Brainstorm Productions 

presented their student wellbeing program 
‘Verbal Combat’ for the Year 8 students.

Words are powerful. Words can hurt and cyber 
bullying is devastating. Verbal Combat is a live 
theatre program that follows three friends who 

learn that their online words can last forever. The 
desire to fit in and be liked is strong and when one 
friend starts to post witty, but mean rumours to get 
more online likes, the play takes a cruel twist. All too 
soon, the posts are wreaking havoc in all their lives 
and the characters quickly discover that there is no 
easy way out.
Verbal Combat is essential learning, that addresses 
the dire consequences of cyber bullying and will help 
students understand that their digital footprints are 
hard to erase and so are their mistakes. Verbal Combat 
is part of our student wellbeing curriculum and the 
program has been developed in consultation with 
teachers, psychologists, as well as real-life student 
experiences. The methodology of the program is 
safe, supportive and nonjudgmental and designed to 
provide students with positive and useful tools that 
they can use in their everyday lives. 

Word from the students…
“I found it interesting because I haven’t ever seen 
anything like that before, and I think it made a lot 
of people realise they can cause a massive effect on 
someone’s life/mental health.” - Tiannah S
“I thought that the acting was very good and the 
whole play was thought out really well. I think this 
play has made a lot of people realise the things 
they didn’t know they were doing to another 
person” - Amber G, Year 8 
“I thought the play gave people a wake up call 
to see exactly what goes on around the school. 
It teaches that you need to stand up to people 
to make a change.” - Rhianna C, Year 8 
“It made people start to realise that if bullying 
is going on, you should call it out and be an 
UPstander, not a bystander.” - Year 8
“What I found interesting is they were 
able to capture every detail in the 
school and every thought as well as the 
embarrassing truth. There is NO excuse 
for discrimination and I wish that we 
could remember that.” - Year 8

Leigh Thomson

From the Assistant Principal

Homework Club
Continues to flourish! Every Monday. 3.30pm-4.30pm in the Library. Teachers available to offer assistance.

NAPLAN 2019
Congratulations are extended to our Year 7 and Year 9 students who participated in the NAPLAN 
experience recently. Students were tested in Reading, Language Conventions, Spelling and Numeracy. 
Results will be made available towards the end of the year, around August. 

Trivia Night 2019 
A huge thank you is extended to Irene, the President of the Parents’ Association and her wonderful 
team which made May 4, 2019 a hugely successful fund raising night. The theme: back to the 80s was 
a huge hit! In an upcoming edition of Gang Gang, more information will be relayed with more thank 
yous. Word has it from Irene that something in the vicinity of $4000 was raised. What a tremendous 
effort. 

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Care continues to be at the centre of what we do here at Warrandyte High School. In this 
edition you will indeed read about exciting recent programs, all with Pastoral Care at the heart, which 
our Year 8s, 9s and 10s recently experienced. Correct – at Warrandyte High, we focus equally on our 
students’ academic, social and emotional well being! Educating the whole child is what we do!

Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

On Monday May 6, our Year 10 students were 
fortunate to be able to participate in the iMatter 
youMatter weMatter Program. This evidenced based 
violence prevention initiative, developed by Doncare 
in 2011, is a youth leadership program aiming to 
empower young people to build self-esteem, respect 
and resilience through interactive workshops.  

The iMatter leaders encouraged mature conversation 
about healthy relationships and exposed our students 
to the tools required to recognise and  respond to 
abusive behaviours which often contribute to the 
cycle of domestic violence. 

The iMatter workshops offered a safe forum for our 
students to discuss social and emotional intelligence, 
gender equity and equality.    

Male and female adult relationships are shaped in 
important ways by the norms and practices they take 
on in adolescence. Interventions at this stage can 
change young people’s personal and relationship 
trajectories, preventing problems in adulthood and 
changing future relationships. Evidence supports that 
school and community based interventions targeted 
at young people are effective in changing attitudes and 
behaviours associated with violence against women.

Carmel O’Brien 

“It is very important for schools to take an active role in addressing not only the specific issue of family violence 
but the broader issues of gender equity and respectful relationships.”

Rosie Batty
Christena Gazeas

Student Services Leader

IMatter Program – Year 10 Pastoral Care Program

Youth 
Parliament

Christena Gazeas
Year 8 Level 
Leader



Trivia Night Was A Blast From 
The Past
Our theme this year was “Back to the 80’s”, and 
it was a real laugh, watching the glittering era 
come back to life, in the disco-like theatre. 
There were many dress ups including the 
Risky Business table, dressed in white socks 
and underwear (well sort of!), who relived 
memories of a young Tom Cruise! There were 
plenty of Olivia Newton-Johns, Cyndi Laupers 
and more mullets than you ever want to see. 
Congratulations to ex-students table for their 
great costumes.
Amongst the hits of the era, we watched air 
guitarists and hula hoopers strut their stuff and 
relive their youths – well actually the younger 
players (those not even born in the 80’s) did 
pretty well as their knees and stamina gave a 
slight advantage!
As I write the exact total of our annual fund 
raising effort is being calculated, and we will be 
reporting back in a future edition of Gang Gang.
Just a big thanks to all our wonderful sponsors, 
the hard working Parents Association, student 
helpers and the 100+ guests that attended a 
fantastic night.
And finally, well done to our parent-based team 
that won their 4th Trivia Night in the row – a 
winning streak to be challenged in the future!

        Claire Bloom
Trivia Night Organiser

Gambling/Gaming 
Harm Presentation
On 13 May, two Mandarin speakers 
from Community Educator/
Community Development Worker 
came to our school and shared the 
program of the harm of gambling 
and gaming. There is a research 
showing international students are 
at significant risk of gambling harm 
due to factors like culture shock 
in a gambing-permissive place, 
loneliness, uncertainty around other 
activities and having funds available 
in a block that were intended for 
accommodation, etc. It is not a 
‘don’t gamble’ message but a ‘be 
aware’ message. The presentation 
encourages our international 
students to think about what is 
involved in gambling, what is 
driving the gambling messages they 
see and then provides an interactive 
activity around the true likelihood 
of winning versus the created 
perception.

Summer Guo
International Coordinator



Taking the Challenge Year 9 
Pastoral Care Program
Taking the Challenge in Year 9 has been an eye 
opening experience that has introduced us to 
new topics. Since the start of the year we have 
had wonderful guest speakers who have shared 
their stories with us. 
Resilience, Perseverance and Goal Setting
One of the guest speakers was a young Olympian 
by the name of Peter Bol. He shared his story 
of how he became a successful Olympic level 
runner who never gave up even when times 
were tough. 
Fitness Circuit
We also had the delight of meeting Kaywan and 
his colleague, Christina, from K1 Sport, who ran a 
fitness circuit with us. Overall the circuit pushed 
us to the best of our abilities, we were greatly 
motivated along the way by our instructors, 
teachers and peers. 

Global Citizens and Respecting 
Others
We also had a guest speaker come from High 
Resolves where we talked about being good 
global citizens, personal identity and respecting 
others. 
Facing Challenges! 
We have been on an excursion to Latitude. While 
attending the excursion, we were encouraged 
to vlog our experiences throughout the day, 
which we later edited and watched together as 
a group. We all had an amazing time and even 
faced/conquered some challenges along the 
way. 
Respectful Relationships
Just recently, we had our first session with Kate 
Wilde who over the next four weeks will be 
teaching us about Respectful Relationships, 
consent and sexual identity. In our first session 
we did trivia games, learnt about the laws of 
consent and the importance of respectable 
relationships. 
Overall we feel as though Taking the Challenge 
has been quite the learning experience so far 
and we are intrigued to see what the rest of the 
year holds. 
Laura Beckett Year 9 and Lili Al-Algawi Year 9

       Laura Beckett Year 9 and Lili Al-Algawi 
Year 9

Make Your Voice Heard on the North East Link  
The Victorian Government has released the North East Link (NEL) Environment Effects Statement 
(EES).  Victoria’s biggest road project will have a major impact on Manningham. Seven years of 
construction will impact residents, businesses, parkland and our environment. 
The impacts are far reaching with homes lost, over 1,200 jobs gone and our industrial business precinct 
erased. Our beautiful open spaces at Bulleen Park and Koonung Creek will be diminished and recreational 
and sporting clubs displaced. The widening of the Eastern Freeway to 20 lanes will deliver more cars and 
trucks on our roads, increasing noise and pollution. 

Tell the Victorian Government how this project impacts you. Public submissions can be made up until 
5.00pm Friday, 
7 June 2019. 

Manningham Community Information Session   
We’ve gone through the process of assessing the EES documents and drafting a submission. Let us help 
you to navigate the EES process as you prepare your own submission. 

Join us at our community information session where we will share some of our learnings, let you know 
about our submission and outline our major advocacy projects.  

 When: Wednesday 29 May 2019, 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm

 Where: 699 Doncaster Road Manningham Function Centre Doncaster VIC 3108

 Registration: Register now via Eventbrite.

If you require an interpreter service, please let us know by registering with Eventbrite. 

We hope to see you there!  



Sports News

TAFE Visit
On Thursday, around a dozen students attended 
a tour of Kangan TAFEs Richmond campus. 
This campus specializes in fashion and interior 
design, and the hair, makeup and beauty 
services. All rapidly growing areas in Australia’s 
services sector. The girls enjoyed free transport 
and lunch as well as a chance to sample the 
classes offered. Further visits will take place to 
the Docklands Center of Automotive Excellence 
and the Kangan Broadmeadows campus for 
courses such as Building, Science, Animal 
Studies and Hospitality.
TAFE is sometimes underrated. Did you know 
that compared to university:
1. TAFE gets you on the job ASAP
2. Entry into TAFE is really flexible
3. TAFE classes are generally small, with lots of 

face time
4. TAFE suits practical learners
5. It’s easy to get to know people
6. TAFE’s a good place to explore your options
7. TAFE can be a pathway to further study
8. TAFE gives you a helping hand into 

employment

Year 10 Work Experience
Work Experience is fast approaching. It’s on 
Monday June 24 to Friday June 28 (or other 
times by arrangement). I already have many 
forms in. Congratulations to students (often 
with parental help), who are working in a variety 
of experiences including primary schools, 
kindergartens and a variety of retail areas. 
Students have positions across such a wide 

range of areas: automotive, veterinary clinics, 
barristers, universities, plumbers, electricians, 
youth workers, leisure centers, engineering, 
building and construction, the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, geology, hair and beauty 
and more.
A reminder that students not undertaking work 
experience (at this time or organised for other 
dates) must attend school. So for those few 
students who do not yet have a position, it’s not 
too late, but you need to get on with it! See me 
if you have any questions. 

Year 9 Morrisby Testing and 
Counselling
Almost all our Year 9’s have undertaken a 
professional careers test and attended an 
interview with a professional careers practioner. 
This is by no means a definitive careers appraisal, 

but merely a starting point in a continuous 
journey. It’s a cliché but true, that many of our 
students will be working in jobs that are not yet 
invented, and that young people can expect to 
change jobs and careers up to 7 or more times 
through their working life. It’s daunting, but it 
was fantastic to see the mature and responsible 
way in which our year 9’s interacted with the 
visiting counsellors. 
Without exception, the counsellors (who have 
been to many schools) praised our students 
on their thoughtful and interested approach to 
this new process. It was also pleasing to see so 
many parents attend interviews with their child. 
Thanks to our integration and international 
support staff who assisted students during this 
process.

       Claire Bloom
Careers Advisor

Warrandyte High School House 
Athletics carnival
After a quick change of date due to unfavourable 
weather predications the Annual Warrandyte 
High School House Athletics Carnival was held 
on Friday 3 May. The change in date brought 
great weather with a predicted temperature of 
21 degrees and light winds. What more could 
you ask for to have a very successful athletics 
carnival……a large group of enthusiastic, 
passionate and motivated students ready to try 
their best and that is exactly what the students 
from Warrandyte High School produced. 
340 Warrandyte High School students 
descended on Doncaster Athletics Track full 
of colour and with loud voices ready to run, 
jump, throw and cheer their houses to victory. 
The weather conditions encouraged students 
to participate and challenge themselves to 
perform at their best competing in many events. 
Many events were tightly contested with 4 new 
records being re-written all coming within the 
Javelin competition. 
Congratulations goes to Georgia D’Amico, 

Jacob Broad, Summer Davis and Tim West who 
broke the Javelin record for their age groups. 
A fantastic effort from all students involved. 
In the end it was a closely contested day with 
final events coming down to final events and 
relays. Anderson were awarded House Athletics 
Champions for 2019 (knocking off Stiggant 
for the first time in 3 years). Congratulations 
Anderson.
The final points tally was:
Anderson – 1072
Stiggant – 1023
Michel – 971
Newman – 821
In addition a House Athletics Champion Trophy 
was awarded to one student from each house. 
These students were recognized for gaining the 
most number of points for their house and for 
their eager participation on the day.
The House Athletics Champions were:
Anderson – Summer Davis
Stiggant – Olivia Jennings
Michel – Seth Van Der Ree
Newman – Finley Swedosh 

Students who won an event will now progress 
through to the Mullum Division Athletics 
competition being held later in term 3. We wish 
all these students the best of luck and am sure 
they will challenge themselves to give 100% 
and represent the school with pride.  
The day is not only about recognising athletic 
success but also about building house spirit, 
leadership and cross year level friendships for 
all students as well as students and teachers 
building relationship outside the classroom 
setting. As part of this students were awarded 
as being best dressed on the day. 
Each year we see more amazing costumes 
which resulted in an even tighter content 
for best dressed. There were many students 
recognised for the amazing costumes of which 
some included homemade inventions. A special 
mention must also be made of the Year 12 
students who went way beyond expectations 
with their costumes. It was fantastic to see so 
many of them involved both on and off the 
track and thoroughly enjoying their last house 
competition.  



At the athletics sports students are not only 
recognised for their sporting abilities but 
also their contribution to their team and 
demonstration of leadership skills. The nine 
house captains must be commended on their 
efforts on the day to encourage all students. 
Students from all houses and year levels were 
also able to demonstrate their leadership skills 
by helping at events by undertaking roles 
such as racking, measuring, handing round 
snacks and warm drinks to staff running events 
and helping with timing. This enabled those 
students not as keen to participate in events 
to still gain valuable points to their house. A 
special thank you to all students who helped 
out at events on the day. Student helpers make 
the day run a lot smoother and the teachers 
were greatly appreciative of your help.
All students should be congratulated on their 
efforts and behaviour on the day. The staff at 
the athletics track made special mention of the 
Warrandyte students’ behaviour, politeness and 
enthusiasm throughout the day. A big thank 
you also goes to all the staff who contributed 
to making the 2019 House Athletics Carnival a 
successful and enjoyable day.

Warrandyte High School House 
Cross Country
On Friday 26 April Warrandyte High School ran 
its annual house cross country competition. 
Whilst the weather was a little wet and windy in 
the morning it cleared with only some showers 
in the afternoon making it very suitable cross 
country conditions. Students from Year 9 – 12 
signed up to participate whilst all students in 
Years 7 and 8 participated. In the end the event 
was tightly contented amongst the houses with 
the final results being; 
First – Stiggant 200 points
Second – Michel 106 points
Third – Newman 94 points
Fourth – Anderson 83 points.
Lots of races were closely contested with some 
great times being recorded. On the day 1 record 
was broken. Ben Metcalf broke the 16 year old 
male record running the 5km in in a time of 
22:04.30.
A group of 50 students will now go on to 
represent the school at the division cross 
country being held at the end of May. We wish 
all students the bests of luck at the next round 
and hope to see many of them completing 
personal best times and going through to the 
Eastern Metropolitan Regional Finals.  



Senior Basketball 
The senior Girls Basketball team proved to be 
quite skilful, winning through to the grand final, 
they were ultimately beaten in this match but 
never gave up! It was a very mixed team with 
some avid basketball players, some who had 
previously retired and other who had never 
played. 
The senior boys’ played some great team 
basketball, managing to go undefeated 
throughout the day, beating teams from 
three other schools. Their final win was sealed 
when Keanu grabbed an offensive rebound 
and scored as the buzzer sounded giving our 
boys the win by one point! For the year 12’S 
this will be their last time representing WHS 
in school basketball, we thank them for their 
contributions to basketball over the years!
Girls AFL
Warrandyte High School was well represented at 
Girls AFL day with both a junior and intermediate 
team. Both teams proved to be tenacious and 
unwavering in their pursuit of the football, with 
many players surprising us with their ‘white line 
fever’. Both teams had success on the day with 
our intermediates finishing 2nd and our juniors 
finishing 3rd, a great job considering many of 
our girls had never played a game before! A big 
thanks to Mr Mason, Miss Degering and Miss 
Pressutti for coaching on the day.

Tim Jones and Katie Cook
Sports Department
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Protecting Children from Abuse: 
For Parents and Carers
GET THE FACTS
As adults we all play a critical role in protecting 
children from harm.  

As a parent or carer you have the primary 
responsibility for protecting and caring for your own 
children and supporting them to build relationships 
that are safe and respectful. 

You also play a critical role in identifying 
and responding to suspected abuse within  
the community. In fact it may amount to a  
criminal offence if you fail to report suspected 
child sexual abuse. 

REPORTING ABUSE 

What should I do if I suspect that my 
child has been abused?
 If you believe your child has been abused, or is 
at risk of being abused contact Victoria Police 
immediately via the local police station or on 000 if 
it’s an emergency.

What should I do if I suspect that 
another child has been abused?
If you suspect a child has been abused, or is at risk 
of abuse (such as physical abuse, family violence 
or neglect) you should report immediately to the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
Child Protection (see contact details at the end of 
this fact sheet).

 If you suspect a child has been sexually abused, 
you must also report your concerns to the 
Victoria Police. You may be committing a criminal 
offence if you fail to do so

 You should report even if you’re not sure. It is the 
role of authorities to investigate your concerns 
and determine if any further action needs to  
be taken.

 Parents and carers are also often in a position 
to protect the friends of their children. This is 
because children are most likely to disclose their 
experiences of abuse to their peers, who in turn 
may share this with their own parents and carers.  

 If your child talks to you about their friend, and 
you suspect that the child is being abused or is 
at risk of being abused, you should act. You may 
be the only adult in a position to act and your 
response may be critical in protecting that child’s 
safety.

What should I do if I suspect that a 
child is being abused and authorities 
have previously investigated and 
dismissed my report?
If you have new grounds for believing that a child 
is being abused, you should make another report 
to DHHS Child Protection or Victoria Police. Every 
report is critical to protecting a child as it builds 
evidence and helps authorities to gain a clearer 
understanding of risks to the child.

What happens to my child if someone 
at the school suspects that my child 
has been abused?
All staff members at your child’s school are 
required to report suspected child abuse to DHHS, 
Child Protection and, in some circumstances, to 
Victoria Police.

Your child’s school will contact you as soon as 
possible, unless they have been advised not to do 
so by DHHS, Child Protection and/or  
Victoria Police. 

Where appropriate the school will work with you 
to ensure your child is provided with support, 
which may include referring them to wellbeing 
professionals.
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When is it a criminal offence to not 
report suspect abuse? 
Any adult may face criminal charges if they believe 
that another adult has committed a sexual offence 
against a child under 16 years of age and does not 
report this information to the police.

FACTS ON CHILD ABUSE

What is child abuse?
Child abuse:

 can include physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
grooming, emotional or phychological harm, 
neglect or family violence

 does not have to involve physical contact or 
force (e.g. child sexual abuse can include talking 
to a child in a sexually explicit way)

 can be committed by any member of the 
community, including someone within a child’s 
family or someone within the school setting. 

The trauma associated with child abuse can 
significantly impact upon the wellbeing and 
development of a child. This is why it is critical 
that we all respond immediately to any form of 
suspected abuse.

What are the signs that a child has 
been abused?

There are a range of physical and behavioural 
indicators of child abuse.  

Most importantly you should act if you notice 
anything that causes you to form a reasonable 
belief that a child has been, or is at risk of being 
abused, including (but not limited to):

 a change in a child’s behaviour (e.g. withdrawal, 
regressive behaviour, or non-age appropriate 
sexual behaviours) 

 physical indicators of abuse (e.g. unexplained 
bruises, welts, signs of malnutrition) 

 an inappropriate relationship between an adult 
and a child (e.g. inappropriate physical contact, 
unexplained gifts or phone/email contact).

THE SCHOOL’S ROLE

How must schools respond to 
suspected child abuse?
All staff in Victorian schools are obligated to 
respond to any incident or suspicion of child abuse 
as outlined below:  

1.   Respond to the emergency 
Address any immediate health and safety
needs (e.g. administer first aid or contact
emergency services).

2.  Inform authorities 
Report any reasonable belief that a child has
been, or is at risk of being abused to the DHHS
Child Protection or Victoria Police.

3.  Contact parents/carers when appropriate 
Contact parents/carers once authorities advise
that it is safe and appropriate to do so.

 Ideally parents/carers will play a central role in
providing support for their children, however
schools will be instructed not to contact parents/
carers in circumstances where this may impede
an investigation or place the child at greater risk.

4.  Provide ongoing support for all children 
impacted by the abuse 
Provide appropriate support for all children
impacted by abuse. This will likely include
ongoing counselling from professionals.
The child’s ongoing support will be documented
in a Student Support Plan.

These actions are outlined in further detail in 
Identifying and Responding to All Forms of Abuse 
in Victorian Schools.

Are the staff at my child’s school 
required to report child abuse?
Yes – all staff at your child’s school are required by 
law to report any reasonable belief that a child has 
been abused, or is at risk of abuse.

In some circumstances, it may be a criminal  
offence for school staff to fail to report child 
abuse to the authorities. 
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PROTECTING MY CHILD

What can I do to help educate and 
protect my child from abuse?
Have a chat to your child and make sure that he or 
she knows that no one is allowed to threaten, hurt 
or touch them in a way that makes them  
feel uncomfortable.

Every relationship should be respectful and no one 
should behave in a way that makes them feel unsafe 
or afraid. 

Your child’s school will also be supporting your 
child in learning about their rights to be safe and 
respected. Victorian government schools are 
teaching the Respectful Relationships program 
which promotes positive attitudes and behaviours 
and is aimed at preventing family violence.  

What should I talk about when I 
explain safety to my child?
There are some things you can do at home to build 
your child’s understanding of safe and respectful 
relationships including: 

 talking openly with your child about their feelings 
and relationships

 being sure that they understand you will listen 
and act if they are concerns about how anyone is 
treating them

 using the correct names for body parts and 
having age-appropriate  conversations about 
touching and sexual activity

 letting your child know that adults should never 
harm or act in a sexual way with any child.

Keeping children safe outside of the 
home or school 
You play a critical role in ensuring your children are 
spending time in safe places. 

In Victoria all people who are working with your 
children such as coaches and music teachers need 
to have a current Working With Children Check.

You may like to check that any staff and volunteers 
spending time with your child after school hours 
and on weekends have a valid Working With 
Children Check.  

If you think that you may need some help to keep 
your children safe from harm and support their 
healthy development, it is important you find some 
help. Visit the Victorian Government’s Better  
Health Channel for information on seeking support. 
See www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Where can I go for more information 
and support?
You can contact DHHS Child Protection and 
Victoria Police directly to discuss any concerns 
you may have for the wellbeing of a child (see 
contact details on the next page)

If you have any concerns about your child or 
another child at your child’s school talk to the 
principal or another staff member at the school 
about your concerns. You can also raise this matter 
with DHHS Child Protection and the Victoria Police.

For further information on where to go for support 
to keep your children safe from harm visit the 
Victorian Government’s Better Health Channel: 
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au

For more information on:

 your child’s school’s role in preventing and 
managing child abuse:  
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect 

 indicators of abuse, visit www.education.vic.gov.
au/protect

If you are concerned or unsure about your school’s 
response and/or would like to talk to someone 
outside of the school please contact:

 Victorian government schools Regional Office: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/Pages/
regions.aspx

 Catholic Schools local Diocesan education 
office: www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/
Dioceses

 Independent Schools Victoria: www.is.vic.edu.au/
who-we-are/contact-us/
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

24 Hour Services

Victoria Police 000
Department of Health 
and Human Services  
Child Protection

131 278

Department of Education and Training

Catholic Education

Archdiocese of Melbourne: 

 Office of Professional 
Conduct, Ethics  
& Investigation 

Legal Services 

 Student Wellbeing 
Information Line 

 Communications & 
Marketing Unit  
(Media Advisor) 

(03) 9267 0228

Diocese of Sale (03) 5622 6600
Diocese of Ballarat (03) 5337 7135
Diocese of Sandhurst (03) 5443 2377

Independent Schools

Independent Schools Victoria (03) 9825 7200

Regional

North Eastern Victoria 
General enquiries 1300 333 231 

Benalla office (03) 8392 9500
Glen Waverley office (03) 8392 9300

North Western Victoria
Bendigo office  (03) 5337 8444
Coburg  office (03) 9488 9488

South Eastern Victoria
Dandenong office  (03) 8765 5600
Moe office (03) 5127 0400

South Western Victoria
General enquiries 1300 333 232
Ballarat office (03) 5337 8444
Footscray   office (03) 8397 0300
Geelong office (03) 5225 1000
Horsham office (03) 5310 5300
Warrnambool office 1300 333 232
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Department of Health and Human Services Child Protection

Region Local Government Areas (LGAs) Phone No
Northern and western suburban 
LGAs

Banyule, Brimbank, Darebin, Hobsons Bay, Hume, 
Maribyrnong, Melbourne, Melton, Moonee Valley, 
Moreland, Nillumbik, Whittlesea, Wyndham, Yarra.

1300 664 977

Eastern suburban LGAs Boroondara, Knox, Manningham, Maroondah, Monash, 
Whitehorse, Yarra Ranges.

1300 360 391

Southern suburban LGAs Bayside, Cardinia, Casey, Frankston, Glen Eira,  
Greater Dandenong, Kingston, Mornington Peninsula, 
Port Phillip, Stonnington.

1300 655 795

West Rural and Regional LGSs Ararat, Ballarat, Golden Plains, Hepburn, Hindmarsh, 
Horsham, Moorabool, Northern Grampians, Pyrenees, 
West Wimmera, Yarriambiack, Colac-Otway, 
Corangamite, Glenelg, Greater Geelong, Moyne, 
Queenscliffe, Southern Grampians,  
Surf Coast, Warrnambool.

1800 075 599

North-western rural and 
regional LGAs

Buloke, Campaspe, Central Goldfields, Gannawarra, 
Greater Bendigo, Loddon, Macedon Ranges, Mildura, 
Mount Alexander, Swan Hill.

1800 675 598

North-eastern rural and  
regional LGAS 

Alpine, Benalla, Greater Shepparton, Indigo, Mansfield, 
Mitchell, Moira, Murrindindi, Strathbogie, Towong, 
Wangaratta, Wodonga.

1800 650 227

Eastern and south-eastern rural 
and regional LGAs

Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, Latrobe, South 
Gippsland, Wellington.

1800 020 202
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Child First

Alpine 1800 705 211
Ararat 1300 783 341
Ballarat 1300 783 341
Banyule (03) 9450 0955
Bass Coast (03) 5662 5150
Baw Baw 1800 339 100
Bayside 1300 367 441
Benalla 1800 705 211
Boroondara 1300 762 125
Brimbank 1300 138 180
Buloke 1300 665 218
Campaspe 1800 260 338
Cardinia (03) 9705 3939
Cardinia - Aboriginal children 
and families

(03) 9794 5973

Casey (03) 9705 3939
Casey - Aboriginal children  
and families 

(03) 9794 5973

Central Goldfields 1800 260 338
Colac-Otway (03) 5232 5500
Corangamite (03) 5232 5500
Darebin (03) 9450 0955
East Gippsland (03) 5152 0052
Frankston 1300 721 383
Gannawarra 1300 665 218
Glen Eira 1300 367 441
Glenelg 1300 543 779
Golden Plains 1300 783 341
Greater Bendigo 1800 260 338
Greater Dandenong (03) 9705 3939
Greater Dandenong - 
Aboriginal children and families

(03) 9794 5973

(Greater Geelong 1300 551 948
Greater Shepparton 1300 854 944
Hepburn 1300 783 341
Hindmarsh 1800 195 114
Hobson's Bay 1300 775 160
Horsham 1800 195 114
Hume 1300 786 433
Indigo 1800 705 211
Kingston 1300 367 441
Knox 1300 369 146
La Trobe 1800 339 100
Loddon 1800 260 338
Macedon Ranges 1800 260 338

Manningham 1300 762 125
Mansfield 1800 705 211
Maribyrnong 1300 775 160
Maroondah 1300 369 146
Melbourne 1300 775 160
Melton 1300 138 180
Mildura 1300 625 533
Mitchell 1800 663 107
Moira 1300 854 944
Monash 1300 762 125
Moonee Valley 1300 775 160
Macedon Ranges 1300 783 341
Moorabool 1300 786 433
Moreland 1300 721 383
Mornington Peninsula 1800 260 338
Mount Alexander 1300 543 779
Moyne 1800 663 107
Nillumbik (03) 9450 0955
Northern Grampians 1800 195 114
Port Phillip 1300 367 441
Pyrenees 1300 783 341
Queenscliff 1300 551 948
South Gippsland (03) 5662 5150
Southern Grampians 1300 543 779
Stonnington 1300 367 441
Strathbogie 1300 854 944
Surf Coas 1300 551 948
Swan Hill 1300 665 218
Towong 1800 705 211
Wangaratta 1800 705 211
Warrnambool 1300 543 779
Wellington (03) 5144 7777
West Wimmera 1800 195 114
Whitehorse 1300 762 125
Whittlesea (03) 9450 0955
Wodonga 1800 705 211
Wyndham 1300 775 160
Yarra (03) 9450 0955
Yarra Ranges 1300 369 146
Yarriambiak 1800 195 114
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Other Services

Centres Against Sexual 
Assault (CASA) – Emergency 
Counselling & Support Line  
1800 806 292

1800 806 292

Australian Childhood 
Foundation

1800 176 453

Children’s Protection Society (03) 9450 0900
Child Wise (03) 9695 8900
Vic Aboriginal Education 
Association

(03) 9481 0800

Child Safety Commission 1300 782 978
Office of the Children’s eSafety 
Commissioner

1800 880 176

Victorian Aboriginal Child Care 
Agency (VACCA) 

(03) 9287 8800

Victorian Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health 
Organinsation (VACCHO)

(03) 9411 9411

Sexually Abusive Behaviour Treatment 
Services Providers:

Aust Childhood Foundation (03) 9874 3922
Children’s Protection Society (03) 9450 0900
Berry St (03) 5822 8100
Mallee Sexual Assault (03) 5025 5400
South Eastern CASA (03) 9928 8741
Ballarat CASA (03) 5320 3933
Barwon CASA (03) 5222 4318
Campaspe CASA (03) 5441 0430
Gippsland CASA (03) 5134 3922
Goulburn Valley CASA (03) 5831 2343
Upper Murray CASA (03) 5722 2203
Wimmera CASA (03) 5381 9270




