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Diary Dates
Thursday 9 August		
Year 12 TIS Parent Evening
Monday 13 August 		
Year 7 Humanities ALP starts

Once again Melbourne has turned on
the cold weather to welcome the start
of Term 3. In this edition of Gang Gang
I would like to offer a much warmer welcome
back to all our students, parents and staff, and a
particularly warm welcome to new students and
staff who have joined the school this term.
Welcome to Marija Passarella who will be teaching
Maths and Science in our English Language Centre
and Junior Music in our mainstream school.
Welcome to Elektra Sassos, who is replacing
Barry Carozzi while he is on Long Service Leave
for a term. Welcome Holly Ray, Eliza Johns and
Katherine King who are joining us as Integration
Aids. Welcome to Ian Chen, Jenny Dan, Gloria
Guo, Yvonne Hu, Andrew Huang, Cindy Lin, Sarah
Liu, Jamlee Wang, Jackson Wu And Jessica Zheng
who have commenced as students in our ELC this
semester and will join our mainstream school at
the start of 2019.

We Want Our Parents To Tell Us What
They Think!

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana
School Captains:
Jasmine Grisold, Callum Khaw

Community Events
REMNANT GOLD MINES AROUND
WARRANDYTE
Sunday 12th August 2018 - 2.45pm

HURSTBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL
ARTSBRIDGE JUNIOR EXHIBITION
Sunday 26th August - 10am-4pm

TEN CAREERS: TWELVE WEEKS
Information Evening Wednesday 1
August 5 - 7pm

More information on last page of Gang
Gang

Our school is conducting a survey to find out
what parents think of our school. The Parent
Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by
the Department of Education and Training that
is conducted amongst a sample of randomly
selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in
gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions
of school climate, student behaviour and student
engagement. Our school will use the survey results
to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be
invited to participate in this year’s survey. All
responses to the survey are anonymous. This year
the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from
Wednesday 25rd July to Sunday 26th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes
10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed
at any convenient time between the above
dates on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or
smartphones. The online survey will be available
in a range of languages other than English. These
include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin
(hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi
and Greek.
If you are one of the randomly chosen parents,
please take the time to complete the survey. Your
feedback is highly valued and acted on.
The survey results will be reported back to the
school at the end of September.

We Want Our Students To Tell Us What
They Think!
We have introduced a student survey designed to
get real feedback from students about how they
learn in this class, and to provide feedback from
students to teachers on their teaching practice.
The survey was completed over the past few

school weeks and is administered by
Pivot Professional Learning.
There are 25 questions in the survey
tool aligned to the AITSL standards, each based on
extensive international and Australian research on
the components of effective teaching that lead to
better learning outcomes for students. The Pivot IT
portal, also includes resources that summarise the
evidence base behind the survey tool, each survey
question, and what the results mean, as well as a
goal setting template and a classroom observation
instrument.
Individual students are not identified in the survey
as all responses are anonymous. Additionally,
individual teacher results are confidential and
will not be shared with anyone else in the school.
Teachers will set improvement goals based on this
data and school leaders who receive high level
averages and aggregated results from all of the
school’s surveyed classes will develop professional
learning activities. This is another example of the
school’s dedication to lifelong learning.

Mobile Phone and Headphone/
Earphone use in class.
Following consultation with teachers and students
and based on best practice research the school is
re-affirming its current mobile phone policy and
clarifying the use of headphones/earphones in
class. Mobile phones are to be turned off or kept on
silent while in class and must remain out of sight.
There are circumstances where a teacher may deem
that the use of various features on a Smart Phone,
such as video or audio recording, data storage or
an app with educational value may be appropriate
in a particular classroom situation. However, the
use of the Smart Phone for such a purpose is
only allowed with the explicit permission of the
classroom teacher. The playing of music, unless it
is explicitly part of the learning being undertaken,
is not appropriate and will not be approved. Any
breach of these rules will lead to the phone being
confiscated and returned at the end of the day. For
repeated offences the phone will only be returned
to the student’s parents.
The above rules also apply to headphones/
earphones when used in conjunction with a mobile
phone, laptop computer or any other smart device.
The headphones/earphones are not to be worn in
classrooms and must remain out of sight unless
the student has been given explicit permission to
use them. Permission will not be given to listen to
music on any device, including laptops, unless it is
explicitly part of the learning being undertaken.
As with mobile phones, if headphones/earphones
are visible or being used in a classroom without
permission they will be confiscated, and returned
at the end of the day, unless it is a repeated offence,
in which case they will only be returned to the
student’s parents. As this is a clarification regarding
the school’s position on headphones/earphones
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and it has not in the past been applied consistently
across the whole school, until the end of July students
will receive an initial warning prior to confiscation.
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School
Students with Disability
All schools in Australia, including Independent
and Catholic schools, participate in the Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students
with Disability each year.
The Data Collection is an annual count of the
number of students with disability receiving
educational adjustments to support their
participation in education on the same basis
Welcome back to Term 3 everyone!

Warrandyte High School’s
Homework Club

Breakfast Club was launched this week with a
great turn-out. School captains and student
leaders, Callum Khaw (pictured, middle) and
Jasmine Grisold arrived early to prepare and cook
the toasties. As students arrived on the bus they
were greeted with a basket of juicy apples and
fresh cheese toasties straight out of the oven.
Many kids took the opportunity to come into the
kitchen dining room, sit down with their friends
and have some breakfast while catching up. The
students were extremely grateful, and many came
back to offer help for the following week. On a
playful side note an ongoing dispute of which
toasty was better was laid to rest by the hungry
masses, with cheese being the much preferred
option over cheese and vegemite. A special
thanks goes to Quintons Super IGA Warrandyte
for the donated fresh goods that have filled the
stomachs of our grateful students.
Leanne Zammit and Luca DiStefano

The
Warrandyte
High
School
HOMEWORK CLUB continues to soar.
It was wonderful seeing so many
students, from across all year levels,
taking advantage of this wonderful
learning and study opportunity.
What is The Homework Club and when
is it on? The Homework Club is on
every Tuesday in the school library
from 3.30pm – 4.30pm and it is an
opportunity for students to study,
to work on their schoolwork and
homework either individually or in
groups. There is always a minimum of
3 teachers waiting to assist!
What are you waiting for? Come
along to The Homework Club this
coming Tuesday at 3.30pm in the
library.

We are a Zero-Tolerance
Anti-Bullying School
All students were reminded at
the Principal’s Assemblies which
took place on Friday July 27 that
Warrandyte High School is firmly
committed to having a zero tolerance
policy towards all forms of bullying.

as students without disability. No student’s identity
will be provided to the Australian Government
Department of Education and Training.
The collection of this information from states and
territories will inform future policy and program
planning in relation to students with disability.
Any questions parents/carers may have about the
completion of the 2018 national data collection may
be directed to disability.data.collection@edumail.vic.
gov.au.
Stephen Parkin
Principal

“Respect” is one of our school values and so
the opportunity was taken to remind students
that it is not okay under any circumstances to
bully any one whether it be verbal, physical or
otherwise. Warrandyte High School remains
committed to vigorously promoting and
implementing our strong stance on this issue.

The Music and Writing Concert
I had the privilege of attending Warrandyte
High School’s Music and Writing Concert on
Wednesday 25 July. Fresh from the Music and
Writers Camp, the students were engaging and
exceedingly entertaining. The poetry and prose
was poignant whilst the musical numbers
reflected a true level of exciting talent!
What is the Warrandyte High School Music and
Writers Camp? It is an annual event, a 3 day
camp where students with a passion for music/
writing get to immerse themselves into their
passion. This amazing experience culminates in
a music concert
I would like to sincerely thank Barry Carozzi and
indeed all of the music and non- music staff as
well as all of the many talented students for
putting together a night of magic!

School Uniform
Warrandyte High School strictly enforces its
uniform policy. Alert! There will be a uniform
blitz. A gentle reminder: if there is a legitimate
reason why a student is unable to be in full
school uniform for a particular day, the student
is required to see the Year Level Leader issuing
24 hour Uniform Passes between 8.45am-9am.
The uniform blitz! Eeekkk!!!
A gentle reminder: the correct uniform in Term
3 includes black socks with no logos, no nonWHS jumpers, no hoodies….etc……WHS has a
strict policy also regarding piercings which can
be found on page xviii of the school planner.

SMS Notification of Absences
Parents are gently reminded to notify the office
or to enter on Compass any approved absence
for their son/daughter.
An SMS will be sent out notifying you that your
son/daughter has not arrived at school if they
have been marked absent for both Period 1 and
2 and if we have not received any notification
regarding the absence. The SMS will include a
link which will enable you to notify us of the
absence reason. Alternatively, you can log into
Compass in the usual fashion to register an
absence reason. Please contact the school by
phone if you were unaware that your child is
absent.
This is also a timely reminder to please let the
office know if you have recently acquired a new
mobile phone number.
It’s all happening at Warrandyte High School! .
Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

From the Assistant Principal

Breakfast Club Launch

Year 10 Humanities
On Friday July 20, 60 Year 10 Humanities students
currently studying the Law & You in class,
experienced driving manual cars even though
most hadn’t turned 16 or obtained their learners
permit.
Filled with trepidation, students were unusually
quiet on the bus trip to Kilsyth. On arrival there
were some quick trips to the toilet and some
serious nail biting. Then it was down to business,
driving on the Metropolitan Traffic Education
Centre’s own eight hectare ‘off road’ complex, in
dual controlled manual cars, with licensed and
experienced instructors. The day incorporated
both theoretical and practical content, covering
such things as road safety, transmission of power,
use of pedals, clutch, observation, hazards, car
control, laws, gear changing, steering, three point
turns, hand brake starts and reversing. Students
were fortunate enough to experience driving
in a variety of conditions thanks to Melbourne’s
every changing weather going from a dry, clear
and sunny day to a wild wet and windy one with
limited visibility.
Christena Gazeas
Humanities

Memorable Instructor Quotes &
Moments of the Day:
Nailed IT!
Tokyo Drifting
The day was great & educational.
There’s no one coming now, so we can boogie.
Ok now, there are no kids to run over.
Hit the Maggies, those B*&$#!.
Is that your teacher? Run her over.
No Pressure, Just Like Mario Kart.
Awesome Day!
Hit the clutch like Vin Diesel.
Nearly crashed the car fixing my hair for a photo.
This isn’t the playstation.
My instructor actually taught me heaps.
I LOVED IT.
Definitely recommend it.
Cool .learning how to drive a manual.

Science News

Sports News

Over the mid-year holidays Vic, the
Murray River Carpet Python, and most
enthusssssssiastic Science student had
his house upgraded to a mansion. Both
Vic and Tina, the Murray River Short Neck
turtle, live at Warrandyte High School in
the Science Department, and are used for
animal appreciation and education. This
year, three year 7 students and self-confessed
animal enthusiasts have formed Animal Club.
During lunchtime they come to feed Tina and
clean her aquatic home as well as Vic’s house,
before having a cuddle with their reptilian
friends.
Leanne Zammit
Science Teacher

Year 7 AFL
After training hard all term the Year 7 boys AFL
team headed out to Elgar Park to compete
against the other schools in our region. The
boys were dominant on the day winning
each of their three games convincingly. One
week later the boys faced a much greater
test, versing some of the best teams in the
state at the regional finals. Unfortunately this
didn’t go as well for our boys, but this didn’t
stop them giving their all on the day, and
they all represented the school admirably.
It was great to see that so many boys are
passionate about AFL in Year 7, and I know
they will come back bigger and better next
year. Great job guys!

7 and 8 Soccer

Three teams comprising of Year 7 & 8
students from Warrandyte High school

ventured out Terrara Park to put their training
and hard work in their sports periods to the
test. We had very mixed results on the day,
the highlight was our Year 8 team who won
all of their pool games to finish on top of the
12 team table. Unfortunately they narrowly
lost a penalty shootout to Templestowe in
the finals. Our other teams didn’t have the
same level of success but competed hard
for the whole day (which consisted of six 30
minute matches!). It was really positive to
see our students displaying high levels of
sportsmanship and teamwork throughout
the tournaments. We are now focusing our
attention to Basketball and Hockey as our
Term 3 sports!
Tim Jones
Sport Teacher

Hello Everyone
I have news on Reggie. Reggie is doing exceptionally well and is 12 weeks
into his Guide Dog training. He is on the list for ‘matching to client’ which is
exciting. So in four weeks if all is still going well Reggie will start to be matched
with a vision impaired or blind person.
My news is also exciting. I can now board trains and enter small shopping centres
like The Pines. I impressed my puppy advisor, Jenny, on Wednesday during our
puppy walk with my eagerness to get on a train. Actually nothing is worrying me
except still the smells and items on the ground. Jill has been given some tips to help me
ignore these distractions.
Our walk was around Boronia through the shops, train station, plaza and staircases. I went up a very steep
staircase which had open steps with no problems. I go slowly down so that Jill can handle the steepness.
My behaviour at home is improving with the number of times spent in the pen lessening. If I get too excited
and jump on the furniture whilst playing with Quinn I find myself instantly put in the pen.
I spent sometime at the beach during the holidays and enjoyed racing around on the beach. Plenty of great
smells and occasionally the odd dead fish which Jill doesn’t like me picking up in case it is the poisonous
toad fish. (Appparently a puppy has died from picking up a toad fish)
Thank you to all my visitors. I love a cuddle and pat so please keep coming to see me.
Love Roza.

Girls in Stem

Career News

Over the holidays, Emma Dodds (year 9)
was lucky enough to attend an intensive
residential program at Melbourne University
aimed at girls participation in science, maths,
engineering and technology. Emma will be
presenting more about her experiences, but
for now, we would like to congratulate her for
being 1 of the 30 girls accepted into the program
from 350 applicants around the state. Emma is
guaranteed work experience in this field, ongoing
mentoring and access to special programs from
Melbourne University. A wonderful achievement!

Subject Selection and Course Counselling
These important activities start soon. Year 9 students
will do this mostly during Taking the Challenge, Year 10
in Step Up (and other times for VET students), Year 11 on
Wednesday afternoons and Year 12 VTAC applications
in a special meeting. Please watch Compass Newsfeed
and the calendar as these details will be published
soon. We are hoping (fingers crossed) to go to a
paperless system, and will have more information
soon. Evening info sessions for parents will also be
posted to Compass.

Work Experience
Hearty congratulations to the Year
10 students who went out on work
experience at the end of last term. We
had around 95% of students obtain a
position, and the feedback has been
very positive; from students, visiting
teachers, parents and employers. We
had students at a diverse range of work
places: schools, kindergartens, crèches,
cafes and restaurants, retail stores and
warehouses, hairdressers, engineering
and design firms, the police force, golf
course, winery, plumbing, building
and construction, vet, dog grooming,
equine centres, physio, office admin,
automotive, university and more!
Some students were able to find their
own positions, but many had strong
support from parents, relatives and
friends, so also a big THANKS to those
people who facilitated positions for
Warrandyte students.
This week announcements have come
from the government about Careers
Education, including starting careers
courses earlier and giving students more
real world work experience. Of course,
we shall have to wait and see what
eventuates, however, the value of work
experience cannot be under estimated.
Just getting to work and interacting with
different people in the work setting is a
worthwhile experience. Some jobs may
not be very exciting and businesses can
struggle to provide meaningful work
tasks, but future employers will look
closely at resumes for work experience
– work experience is important! It is a
great chance for students to decide on
areas of interest or careers they don’t
want to pursue. Not to forget, that some
of our students have all ready gained an
ongoing casual job.
Year 9 parents your students should be
starting to think about next year and
trying to get positions. Work experience
is the last week of term 2 Mon 24/7 to Fri
28/7 2019
Year 10 students who could not get
a position or may even have another
place in mind, are welcome to come
and see me and we will try to organise
something.

Open Days

August is Open Day month. Students
and families at all year levels (but
especially 9-12) should try and find
time to visit at least a couple of tertiary
institutions including TAFEs and private
providers. It’s great to get a feel and tour
facilities at different locations. You can
ask lots of questions or just grab the
freebies they hand out (you’ll never have
to buy another pen!)
As I receive information I am posting it
on Compass News Feed, but if you have
any questions please contact me.
See http://www.vtac.edu.au/opendays.
html
https://www.openday.com.au/tertiary/
melbourne/
https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.
com.au/open-days.
Claire Bloom
Careers Advisor

Year 12 Elevate Education – preparing for the ‘finish line’

Woodwork News

Year 12 students began term 3 with a
motivating and inspiring presentation
from Elevate Education, focussing on how
to stay sane and focussed in the hectic
lead up to the final exams in November.
Presenter, Stephanie, lead the students
through a range of issues familiar to them
all and provided suggestions and advice as
to how best cope with upcoming stressors
and pressures. She talked to students
about how to approach the ‘finish line ‘and
shared practical strategies that can be put
in place immediately.

Topics covered included:
• Exam focussed study
• Stress & well being
• Holiday & Swotvac study
Year 12 students are encouraged to
refer to the notes they took and put the
suggestions into practice immediately. ….
Just like these diligent students did as soon
as they came back into the library!!!
Judy Steel
Library/PLTT Leader
Year 7
Pencil Holder

Year 8
Box with lid

Year 9
Mechanical Toy

Year 10
Cosmetic Organiser

Year 11
Desktop Organiser

Lingappen Naidoo - Woodwork Teacher

