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Diary Dates
Thursday 1 August
Year 12 Tertiary Information 
Session

Thursday 1 August
Australian Maths Competition 
 
Tuesday 6 August
Year 10 Careers Excursion

Tuesday 6 August
Current Year 9 Parent – Student 
Information Night. 7.30pm start

Thursday 8 August
Year 11 in 2002 Parent 
Information Night. 7.30pm start

Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin        
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana

School Captains:
Skye Gedye, Nicholas Dodds

Once again Melbourne has turned on 
the cold weather to welcome the start 
of Term 3. In this edition of Gang Gang 
I would like to offer a much warmer 
welcome back to all our students, 
parents and staff, and a particularly warm welcome 
to new students and staff who have joined the school 
this term. 
In particular, I would like to offer a very warm 
welcome to Hannah Zhang, Nancy Nguyen, Dominic 
Zhang, John Tran, John, Li, Robin Hou and Oliver 
Feng who have all recently arrived in Australia from 
China or Vietnam and have commenced as students 
in our ELC this semester. They will become part of our 
mainstream school at the start of 2020.
We Want Our Parents To Tell Us What They 
Think! 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what 
parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion 
Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department 
of Education and Training that is conducted amongst 
a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed 
to assist schools in gaining an understanding of 
parents’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement. Our school will 
use the survey results to help inform and direct future 
school planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will have 
received emails inviting them to participate in 
this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will 
be conducted from Wednesday 24th July to Sunday 
11th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-
15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at 
any convenient time between the above dates on 
desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. 
The online survey will be available in a range of 
languages other than English. These include: Arabic, 
Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, 
Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.
If you are one of the randomly chosen parents, please 
take the time to complete the survey. Your feedback 
is highly valued and will be acted on.
The survey results will be reported back to the school 
at the end of September. 
We Want Our Students To Tell Us What 
They Think! 
Each year, along with all school students across the 
State, our students complete the Attitudes to School 
Survey. This anonymous survey took place in May and 
the results has recently been made available to the 
school. It was great to see that there was an increased 
positive response on every measure. This validates 
the significant work the school continually puts into 
building a positive learning environment. The school 
also asks students to complete an additional survey 
designed to get real feedback from students about 
how they learn in each class, and to provide feedback 
from students to teachers on their teaching practice.  
The survey was also completed in May and our 
teachers have now set personal improvement goals 
based on this data. A follow up survey will take place 
early in Term 4. This term student focus groups will be 
set up to further analyse the collected data from both 

the above survey. This is another example of 
the school’s dedication to lifelong learning 
and continual improvement.
Mobile Phone and Headphone/

Earphone use in class.
Most of you would now be aware of the decision by 
the Department of Education and Training (DET) to 
ban mobile phones in schools from the start of 2020. 
DET is still in consultation regarding the details of 
how this ban will be implemented and the state-wide 
policy has not yet been written. For the remainder 
of this year Warrandyte High School will continue 
to apply our current mobile phone and headphone 
policy.
Mobile phones are to be turned off or kept on silent 
while in class and must remain out of sight. There 
are circumstances where a teacher may deem that 
the use of various features on a Smart Phone, such 
as video or audio recording, data storage or an app 
with educational value may be appropriate in a 
particular classroom situation. However, the use of 
the Smart Phone for such a purpose is only allowed 
with the explicit permission of the classroom teacher. 
The playing of music, unless it is explicitly part of the 
learning being undertaken, is not appropriate and 
will not be approved. Any breach of these rules will 
lead to the phone being confiscated and returned at 
the end of the day. For repeated offences the phone 
will only be returned to the student’s parents.
The above rules also apply to headphones/
earphones when used in conjunction with a mobile 
phone, laptop computer or any other smart device. 
The headphones/earphones are not to be worn in 
classrooms and must remain out of sight unless the 
student has been given explicit permission to use 
them. Permission will not be given to listen to music 
on any device, including laptops, unless it is explicitly 
part of the learning being undertaken. As with 
mobile phones, if headphones/earphones are visible 
or being used in a classroom without permission they 
will be confiscated, and returned at the end of the 
day, unless it is a repeated offence, in which case they 
will only be returned to the student’s parents 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data 
on School Students with Disability
All schools in Australia, including Independent 
and Catholic schools, participate in the Nationally 
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students 
with Disability each year.
The Data Collection is an annual count of the number 
of students with disability receiving educational 
adjustments to support their participation in 
education on the same basis as students without 
disability. No student’s identity will be provided to 
the Australian Government Department of Education 
and Training.
The collection of this information from states and 
territories will inform future policy and program 
planning in relation to students with disability.

Dr Stephen Parkin
Principal
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VET/Sport and Rec

‘’During the Term 2 school holidays some of our 
VET Sport and Rec students had the opportunity to 
umpire Auskick at the MCG during the Collingwood 
v Hawthorn match. Evie, Meg, Alex, Ethan, Brooke, 
Nat, Bek and Tayah had the responsibility of leading a 
group of kids onto the ground and umpiring a game 
each. Our students showed great leadership and 
maturity on the night, the young Auskickers had a 
blast! Well done to our students who participated and 
thank you to parents for supporting this great!’’ 

Ashleigh Degering
VET Sport and Rec Teacher

  

Sister School in China Visits Warrandyte High School 
Recently we hosted students and teachers from our sister school in China! It was a fantastic opportunity 
for students from both of our schools to learn about each other’s culture. Throughout their week with 
us, our sister school visitors experienced classes like Food Technology and Italian, classes which they 
do not get to experience in China.
During their week with us, our sister school visitors and two of our own international students 
participated in a formal welcome ceremony at Government House. All visiting students and teachers 
experienced also staying in a homestay. Many thanks is extended to the Warrandyte High School 
families who opened their homes to our visitors by being a homestay provider! What fun was had! 

Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

From the Assistant Principal

 

  

 

 

 
 
Junior registrations for the Warrandyte Cricket Club 2019/2020 
season are now open through, www.playcricket.com.au. 
Registration fees are: $200 for Under U12’s, 14’s and 16’s and 
$120 for Under 10’s. (All new members will receive a free cap)   
Meet the Coaches Day / Registrations is on the 27 July 2019 at 
Warrandyte Cricket Club from 10am, where there will be an 
opportunity to order any apparel. 
If you require any further details please contact Martin Rakuscek 
(WCC Junior Coordinator) on mrakuscek@yahoo.com or 0417 581 
518 



METEC
Delivered by VicRoads, 
Road Smart is a new 
road safety education 
and training program 
delivered at school for Year 10 students.
The program is part of the Victorian Government’s 
Young Driver Safety Package and aims to build 
the knowledge, skills and behaviours for safe 
driving among young people.
Young and inexperienced drivers face the 
greatest risk on our roads. Road crashes continue 
to be one of the leading causes of death for 
people aged 18 to 25 years. 
Laying the foundations for safe road use 
through evidence-based road safety education 
will contribute to reducing road trauma among 
young people.
The Smart program 
delivered to 
our students on 
Wednesday 17 July, 
included:
• an interactive classroom session delivered by a 

Road Smart facilitator
• an introduction to short eLearning modules 

for students and their supervising drivers
• a free practical driving session offer comprising 

of a one-on-one lesson for learner permit 
holders accompanied by their supervising 
driver outside of school hours  

The Road Smart program set the foundations for 
putting theory into practice on Friday 19th July, 

when 54 Year 10 student took the opportunity 
to attend the drive to survive session at METEC.
METEC is committed to reducing the road toll 
amongst young drivers, through on and off 
road training and education. The centre, built 
on 10 hectares of land, has 4km of private roads 
including all the usual traffic features such 
as intersections, traffic lights, roundabouts, 
railway crossings etc. providing an ideal learner’s 
training facility.
The qualified and highly skilled trainers were 
proficient as they instilled confidence in students 
as they tackled driving a manual car for the first 
time. The day’s lessons emphasized: 
• Correct attitude to the driving task 
• Recognition of various road conditions and 

situations 
• Awareness of road safety 
• Correct vehicle handling under different 

conditions 
• Recognition of hazards and necessary 

response  
• Road Laws
• Preparedness
• Patience 
Student’s Memorable Quotes, Moments & 
Impressions of the Day:
• I almost crashed twice.
• A conversation: “what’s the gas?’”.. “It’s the 

accelerator.”..”What! That’s So Confusing.”
• I didn’t think I’d ever want to drive but it was 

sooooo fun!
• Our instructor was really nice and 

understanding too, that was a plus!!

• Daryl’s a Legend
• I had never driven a car in my life. After today 

I know how to drive a manual! 100% worth It!
• The instructors were so experienced and were 

great at their job teaching us. I’m now more 
confident.

• I Loved The Day..I really felt supported.
• I can drive now..Kinda
• Ethan’s music was ‘hella’ cool and made the 

drive better.
• Definitely Recommend the Day.
• Who Stalled 5 Times??
Overall METEC – Road to Solo Driving voucher 
raffle valued at $225 went to Spencer Wilson.
This voucher was provide by METEC for WHS’s 
long term commitment to student driver 
education.

Victoria Police Visit
Encompassing a number of interdisciplinary areas including: Respectful Relationships, Hu-
manties, Health and Taking the Challenge, Boroondara Youth Liaison Officers, Constable Pat 
and Constable Sara paid our Year 9 and 10 students a visit to chat on Tuesday 23 July.
 As Victoria Police are committed to ensuring the safety and welfare of young people they 
thoroughly appreciate that growing up is challenging.
Young people generally feel overwhelmed by the pressures placed on them by various 
groups within society which are often in conflict with friends, family and school expecta-
tions.
Police see the impact that this has on young people on a daily basis and this information 
session is a positive step to address some of the problems youth face.
 Topics investigated included:
• legal consequences of sexting, 

pornography, taking pictures and 
sending them on to friends

• being a bystander
• what type of things go and stay on 

your record
• cyberbullying, online threats and 

racist/sexual comments on social 
media

• reality behind what they think is “ok” 
and “normal”. 

• Resilience and where to get help.

Positive Behaviour Recipients
Positive Behaviour recipients  given out in the 
recent Principals assemblies for Semester 1! 
Big prize:  canteen voucher and chocolates.
Year 7     Alana West
Year 8    Jasmine Lui
Year 9    Katherine Laukart
Year 10  Sotir Stojanovic
Year 11  Matt Edge
Year 12  Jemma Preston

Christena Gazeas
Student Services Leader



Year 10 Work Experience 2019
During the last week of term two (and for some 
students during the midyear break and even 
into this term) Work Experience progressed 
really well for our Year 10 students. Teacher and 
employer feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive. Getting a work experience place is not 
easy, it takes persistence and self-confidence, 
so well done to our Year 10 cohort. And a big 
thanks to parents who assisted students gain a 
placement. 
Here are some quotes from teacher visitors/
callers and employer evaluations:
• The manager was full of compliments for 

Sienna
• Emma looked completely at home in the 

university environment
• Luke is an extremely reliable employee
• Supervisor had only positive things to say 

about Ethan
•  Ben’s manager is very pleased with him 
• Finn seemed to be right at home, full of 

confidence
• Reef is showing initiative and is very enthu-

siastic
• Tryphena is positive and proactive
• Jordan was a bit shy and quiet, but working 

well
• I’m really impressed with May
• Seth fits right in
• Fletch has helped in lots of ways
• Sotir was extremely mature and responsible
• Luke is working really well as a mechanic
• Alex was especially helpful during the kids 

free play time
• Maddie was so good we want more work 

experience students
• Manager was thrilled to have Leah at work
• Bek has even been involved with minor 

surgeries!
• Georgia did exceptionally well here
• Thomas, please call if you want a job in the 

future, you are welcome here!
• Evie was extremely passionate about her 

work experience
• Elle has been an absolute delight to have at 

our pre-school
• Isabella was punctual and responsible
• Sophia was a bright and cheerful addition to 

our office
• Jay is the quietest work experience student 

I have ever had, but he’s putting in a great 
effort

• Hope had a wonderful rapport with students 

and staff
• Tayah has made me realise I should take 

more work experience students!
• I’ve had some disappointing work experience 

kids but Caitlin was outstanding 
• Raymond works well with his mentor and 

other colleagues
•  Lexie has happily joined in all activities
• Eric is polite and very smart
• Meg fitted right in – very helpful
• No complaints at all, Noah was very good
• Andrew is a good worker
• Oscar is progressing well
• Tom has helped the PE Dept enormously
• Jay has a positive attitude and gets along 

well with everyone
• Robbie is doing a fine job
• Keeley has been fantastic
• Very pleased with Ashleigh
• It’s been a full on musical experience for 

Madeline
• Petros is working well with his supervisor
• Casey gets along with her colleagues very 

well
• Spencer is confident and doing a great job
• Remy is proactive and hard working
• Brady is a good bloke
• Hayley is showing a very positive attitude
• Melody gets on well with everyone she is 

working with
• Jessica has been very helpful
• Noah has been fantastic, I would be pleased 

to have him here again.
• Kyle and Ian were working very conscien-

tiously
• Eissa is a responsible worker
•  Kate did everything she was asked
• Jaedon has fitted in well, did a good job.
• You should see what Tom made! 
• Amey supported all teachers across a range 

of areas
• It was a pleasure to have Dedre on site for the 

week
• Elizabeth is a natural
• We want Patrick to stay!
• A pleasure to have Oakie here
• Charlie did a good job
• Great pleasure to have Verity here
(With apologies to those who have not yet had 
an evaluation form returned to me or have yet 
to undertake their placement, I’m sure I’ll only 
get good feedback!)

Claire Bloom
     Careers Leader

Year 11 Careers 
Excursion
 Most Year 11 attended 
our city visit to Melbourne 
University and RMIT. 
Although fairly quiet due 
to it being holiday time, 
volunteer students were 
happy to give us a brief 
insight into their study, the 
institution they attended 
and to view the amazing 
facilities. The weather was 
against us, but Warrandyte 
students did us proud – well 
done!



Year 11 Kakadu Trip
Kakadu was a rich, fulfilling experience that provided me a better under-
standing of the Northern Territory and the indigenous people. Over the 
twelve amazing days, we got to experience all the bounty and beauty that 
Australia offers, including the beauty of other cultures throughout the land-
scape.
Our time throughout the Northern Territory was one we would never for-
get with numerous places we visited such as Darwin, Alice Springs, Kings 
Canyon, Kakadu, Uluru and much more. Each day was a new experience for 
us with much to offer. Although our Kakadu trip was full of excitement and 
enjoyment, it also provided educational tools and tips about the Australian 
landscape and indigenous people. It provided a great opportunity for us to 
experience a first glimpse of the indigenous folk and how they live off the 
land. Although we spent a lot of time on the bus, I still enjoyed every minute 
of it, especially learning more about my peers and teachers. 
I don’t consider myself a travel person, but our Kakadu trip was one of the 
most amazing experiences I’ve ever had. Students of all interests, Kakadu is 
a must-see experience. Ethan Stark, Year 11 student 
From the hot days of Darwin to the chilly nights in Yulara, the 2019 Kakadu 
trip was a blast! What we lacked in Wi-Fi and phone service was made up for 
by the beautiful scenery and exciting adventures along the way of the en-
tire camp. There was plenty of amusement during the bus trips, as tedious 
as they were, but we were fortunate enough to stretch our legs on both the 
Kings Canyon and Uluru base walk. Luckily, no one was eaten by a crocodile 
or stolen by a dingo. 
It’s safe to say that Kakadu was a fantastic experience for us all. A huge thank 
you to the teachers who joined us (Ms Lamb, Ms McCrory, Ms Thomson, Mr 
Mason and Mr Naidoo). Caitlyn Bull, Year 11 studnet  
Kakadu was a multi-layered adventure, beginning with a bus trip and end-
ing with a bus trip. There was plenty do to throughout the days, from end-
less offers to swim in natural waters (that I never turned down!) and endless 
amounts of time travelling on a bus. There was not a great deal of recep-
tion especially for those with Optus, PowerPoints were typically scarce and 
sleeping and eating in shared spaces typically made for interesting conver-
sations and memories that we will remember forever. Luckily the teachers 
skilfully cared for every student and this ensured that no one became de-
hydrated or got chomped up by a hidden crocodile. Alia Sproat, Year 11 
student 

Krystina McCrory
Year 11 Level Leader

Youth Parliament
Speaking collectively on behalf of all the Warran-
dyte High School clan, who attended the YMCA 
Youth Parliament program of 2019 (or known to 
us fondly as “parli”), I believe I can safely say what 
an absolute privilege it was to attend this year, and 
how we as young people were emotionally trans-
formed by the intense and diverse experience. 
The program itself is an apolitical program de-
signed to give young Victorians between the ages 
of 16 - 25 a chance to be heard at the highest level 
of State Government, on a wide range of issues rel-
evant to young people’s lives.
And that is precisely what it did for us. 
Our Bill stipulated the “compulsory installation 
of water tanks on new residential sites”, which if 
passed, could be considered and actually imple-
mented as legislation by the Victorian Govern-
ment. This incredible opportunity allowed not 
only our opinions to be voiced, but also for the 
chance to speak freely on issues we cared about in 
the Legislative Assembly in adjournment debates, 
which allowed us 2 minutes to speak on any issue 
we chose, with the option to address a specific 
minister. 
We also had the privilege of sitting in the same 
seats as the actual Victorian members, including 
the seat of our very own MP for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith.
The trip consisted of two parts, both managed so 
effectively by the taskforce. 
First, we had a training weekend. That was three 
loaded days learning about the etiquette and for-
malities required when residing within Parliament, 

as well as rehearsing dialogue and mock Bills in 
anticipation for the ‘real-thing’. It also became a 
chance to get to know a large handful of other 
youths attending, in order to make early connec-
tions and enhance the family aspect of Youth Par-
liament.
Then you have the actual Parliament week, run-
ning for five days, three of which 120 students 
and taskforce members (the team of talented and 
dedicated volunteers that run the program) were 
granted access to the Parliament of Victoria and 
its chambers. When we were not in parliament, all 
of our days were jam-packed with activities and 
group bonding sessions! 
There are several moments in which we were able 
to speak, first when refuting a Bill for another Vic-
torian school, Gleneagles, second when sponsor-
ing our own Bill, third for adjournments and also 
within all other debates, when the floor “opened” 
in support of other school’s comprised in the op-
position side of the chamber. We also were able 
to “interject” in response to another members 
speech, like “here here”, “well said”, “show us the 
facts”, “assumption” ect. 
We also had to abide by the rules and customs of 
the legislative assembly, like having to start every 
speech with: “Speaker, Honourable member (your 
surname)”, bowing at multiple points in the room 
and crossing the floor in divisions. 
By the end of the week, saying good-bye to all our 
newly acquainted friends, roommates, and task 
force volunteers, became a highly emotional and 
tear-filled experience. To spend such an incredible 
time with highly driven and just such down-to-
earth people, allowed each one of us to gain so 

much experience and understanding for what we 
were going through, as well as make connections 
and friendships to last the test of time.
My team and I are already planning our next YMCA 
camp, for we remain speechless about the un-
quantifiable lessons we were taught, the people 
we met and the level of fun we had!
I for one am eternally grateful to have had such 
an amazing experience and would love to thank 
Warrandyte High School, as well as our beloved 
teacher in charge, Ms Gazeas, for introducing us to 
such a life-changing program, one we all hope to 
do again someday.

- The Warrandyte High School Youth Parlia-
ment Team: Skye Gedye, Alicia Alvarez, Lucy 

Bice, Alexis Bucciacchio, Isabella Weichard 
and Evangeline Kohler. 




