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Diary Dates
Tuesday 28 August  
Intermediate Sports

Wednesday 29 August   
VET Rec Sailing Camp leaves

Friday 31 August
VET Rec Sailing Camp returns

Saturday 1 September  
Production Bump in

Thursday 6 September  
Production – Opening Night 
6:30pm

Friday 7 September  
Production – 7:30pm

Saturday 8 September  
Production – Matinee 1:30pm

Saturday 8 September 
Production – Evening 
performance – 7:30pm
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Principal: Dr Stephen Parkin        
Assistant Principal: Joseph Caruana

School Captains:
Jasmine Grisold, Callum Khaw

Course Counselling and 
Subject Selection
Planning for 2019 is well underway at 
Warrandyte High School.  All students at Years 
9-12 have had, or will have, at least one, one-
on-one counselling session with our Careers 
Leader or a member of the school counselling 
team. Some big decisions need to be made, 
with electives for Years 9 and 10 (2019) and 
VCE subjects for Years 10, 11 and 12 (2019) 
being selected as well as Tertiary courses for 

departing Year 12s being explored. 
The process of subject and course 
selection is a joint one between the 

school, the student and parents. This year we 
have introduced an online process to help 
with this. A number of parent information 
evenings have also been held, or will be held, 
to explain the process of subject and course 
selection.

Stephen Parkin
Principal
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Rewarding Positive Behaviour!
Yes Warrandyte High School is committed 
to rewarding positive student behaviour. 
Teachers are ready and willing to enter a 
raffle ticket into the lucky barrel as a reward 
and acknowledgment of student positive 
behaviour. At the next Principal’s Assembly, 
names will be drawn out of the lucky barrel! 
Prizes to be won! You have to be in it to win it! 
Teachers may choose to reward in this way a 
student act of kindness, students who meet 
assignment deadlines, students who willingly 
assist other students, students who really 
put a tremendous amount of effort into their 
homework…etc… etc…. The possibilities 
are endless! Warrandyte High School – 
acknowledging and rewarding positive school 
behaviour.

The Uniform Blitz!
Oh yes, the uniform blitz continues! It is 
pleasing how the vast majority of students 
are indeed abiding by our uniform policy. 
The Uniform Blitz will be continuing and is 
indeed showing no signs of disappearing. Our 
uniform policy is very clear. Black shoes are in. 
Nose rings are out. Black socks with no logos 
are in. The Uniform Blitz! Yikes! We are very 
appreciative of the wonderful support we have 
been receiving from our parents and friends 
regarding this. Many thanks indeed. When will 
the next Uniform Blitz strike? EEEKKKKK!!!!

Joe Caruana
Assistant Principal

Excursion to the Yakult factory 
and Dandenong Market
On Tuesday 14 August the Year 10 and Year 11 
food study students attended an excursion to 
the Yakult factory and Dandenong Market. 
  As part of their food studies course students 
learn about the characteristics of leading food 
processing and manufacturing industries in 
Australia. The Yakult tour enabled the students 
to view the entire production process safely 
through large viewing windows.
The hi-tech facility incorporates some of the 
latest food processing equipment, which 
includes the manufacture of plastic bottles, 

filling and packaging lines, culture and quality 
control rooms. At the conclusion of the tour 
everyone had the opportunity to taste the 
deliciously refreshing Yakult.
After the tour we made our way to the 
Dandenong Market. Founded in 1866, it is one 
of Melbourne’s oldest and most established 
markets. Dandenong is the most multicultural 
municipality in Australia, with residents 
coming from 157 different birthplaces. 
Dandenong Market has over 200 market 
traders, including; fruit and veggie, seafood, 
butchers and cafe traders. The students were 
able immerse themselves in the market and 
enjoyed lunches from all over the world. 

Ms Thomson, Ms Lamb & Ms Martin
Food Studies department



English Language Centre 
News:

The English Language Centre reopened at the 
beginning of this term for our new intake of 
students.
Ten students have excitedly arrived at Warrandyte 
High from their home country of China to study 
an intensive 21 week English Language course. 
These students are also studying a variety of 
other subjects, including Maths and Science.
Despite having arrived in Australia only a few 
days before commencing school, the students 
have very quickly settled into their new school. 
The ELC students are not only very seriously 
getting on with their new studies, but they 
are busy getting out and about exploring and 
becoming acquainted with their local area. 
Several excursions are planned for students, 
photos of which you will see in the coming 
editions of Gang Gang.
Our ELC students are already really enjoying the 
Australian way of life and have quickly settled 
into their new homestay families. As always, 
our English Language students’ Birthdays 
have already started to be celebrated in class. 
Although they are far from home, their special 
day will not be forgotten. 
Stay posted for more ELC news!

Wendy Tziotis.
ELC Co-ordinator

STEM for Girls 
On the school holidays, I was lucky enough 
to be a part of the first stage of the Girl 
Power in STEM program at the University 
of Melbourne. For those of you who do not 
know STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. It is a 
4-year program for girls interested in the 
STEM field, mainly Engineering and IT. It 
begins in year 9 and starts with a 3-night 
camp at Trinity College involving 
many engineering workshops at the 
University of Melbourne. In year 10, we 
go back to the University of Melbourne 
for work experience and in year 
11&12 we are mentored by university 
students. 
To apply for the program I filled in a 
long application online, answering 
lots of questions in detail about why I 

wanted to be a part of the program. 
Over 400 girls applied and after 
reading all of the applications three 
staff members from the University 
of Melbourne selected 50 people 
to be short listed and we had to 
do a phone interview with them. 
It went for about 15 minutes, they 
asked us some questions, and to also 
elaborate on some of the questions 
we answered in our application. Each 
year, only 30 year 9 girls from across 
all of Victoria are accepted into the 
program.
 On the camp, I met some amazing 
like-minded people and we all had a 
great time. We got to be a part of many 
different workshops that involved 

different fields of engineering. Some of the workshops 
we did include a VR workshop where we got to work 
together to defuse a bomb. We met people working 
with engineering without borders and part of the 
University of Melbourne motor racing team. We got 
to program robots with the help of the Robogals 
Association. We also did ALICE programming and 

using our computers we got to program penguins to 
dance and we made animals bowl. We had a bridge 
building workshop and a wind energy workshop. We 
also got to meet a chemical engineer who has been 
to Antarctica. Another thing we did was an Arduino 
workshop where we made an LED light turn on when 
we press a button and things like that.
This program was very beneficial because we learnt 
so much about engineering; we also meet many 
people who could help us with our future plans 
including VCE, university and our ultimate career. The 
program helped us build a network of like-minded 
people who were more than willing to support us in 
achieving future goals. One of the things that helped 
us to create our network is the panel that they had on 
the last night. It included current students and people 
in the workforce and we were able to ask them many 
questions. I would definitely recommend that girls 
in year 7 & 8 who are interested in STEM, particularly 
engineering, should think about this program and 
apply for it when they are in year 9.
On the camp we were put in groups and we made 
a video to help show girls that engineering and 
STEM are a great option for them and that if they are 
interested, they shouldn’t avoid that area because 
they feel it is a male dominated industry.

By Emma Dodds
Claire Bloom

Robotics at Anderson’s Creek Primary School
 On Wednesday 15 August Thomas Bridger and Declan Weichard of 7.4, went down to 
Andersons Creek Primary School to run an incursion on Ozobots. 
Ozobots are educational, programmable robots which gives students an easy and fun way 
to learn programming.  
The pair started off by giving the kids a choice of a challenge task or a basic starter. The 
starters included a coding worksheet, which required the grade 5 students to show a basic 
understanding of colour codes. Once they were finished with this simple task, the students 
designed a village for their Ozobots to travel around. The path required students to use six 
different colour codes, six different paths and a start and finish. 
 All the students had a great time and where thoroughly engaged the entire time. Declan and 
Thomas hope to get another chance to do this again. They both did a fantastic job. 

Ms Thomson and Mr Gedge



EUREKA: GOING FOR GOLD! 
Once again, two students at Warrandyte 

High have excelled in Australia’s biggest 
science competition, the Australian Museum 

Eureka Prizes. This is a national competition 
that has 16 categories that cover all areas of 

science research and applications. 
Each year we enter the SLEEK GEEKS secondary 

schools video competition run by media 
personality Dr Karl Kruszelnicki and maths wizard 
Adam Spencer. There are hundreds of entries 

each year. Our entry this year was by two year 10 
students, Abby Hambleton and Owen Kelly. They 

have just found out that they have made the top 
3! They will be flying to Sydney for the huge Eureka 
Prizes Awards Dinner (black tie!) on Wed. 29th 
August at the Sydney Town Hall.
There, in front of 800 scientists, their 3 minute film 
will be shown on a huge screen. Then they will be 
awarded 1st, 2nd or 3rd and collect a minimum 
$1000 prize!
Their entry is called “Stars Beat Sand”. Abby and Owen 
were blown away when they heard astronomer Carl 
Sagan say in science that there are more stars in the 
universe than grains of sand on all the beaches of 
Earth. They couldn’t believe it- so as good scientists, 
they decided to test the claim by experiment. They 
start by measuring grains of sand under a microscope. 
Then they use some year 9 maths to work out how 
many grains in a cubic metre. Next, they estimate, 
using stated assumptions, how many grains of sand on 
Earth’s beaches. Then they use astronomy to calculate 
the number of stars in the universe and compare the 
two numbers. 
 They are staggered to find that Carl Sagan was right! 
Their estimate is that there are 500 times more stars 
than beach sand grains! An original song featuring 
their musical skills summarises the experiment and 
results.
They are up against some very stiff competition from 
mainly rich private schools- we couldn’t afford a 
helicopter (watch “Making a Splash”)! All the 3 finalist 
videos, along with the Highly Commended ones can 
be viewed on youtube by searching for “sleek geeks 
2018 secondary”. We wish them luck in their amazing 
bid for gold!

                        Claire Bloom & David Davies

Music and Writing Camp
It is Thursday morning – the morning after the 
night before.  “The night before” was, of course, 
the Music & Writing Camp Concert.
I am writing to let the parents and students know 
just how proud I felt of their performances in 
the concert. The Instrumental Music Teachers – 
Peter Maillardet, Josh Licht, Andrew Darling and 
Stephen McCulloch – shared my view: that last 
night’s Concert was outstanding in every way, 
and the best Concert yet. 
Every performance – every aspect of the program 
– was terrific.  The Percussionists, as always, were 
full of energy – and good humour. Thanks to 
Josh Licht for his hard work over the year, but 
especially at the camp.
And what an astonishing range of vocal 
performances – both individual and choir – 
and guitar ensemble and keyboard ensemble 
pieces. Steve McCulloch has built very impressive 
programs in all three areas. Leonard Cohen’s song, 
Hallelujah, has long been my all-time favourite 
song; I found the beautiful harmonies of the 
performance of the song deeply moving. That’s 
the best version of Hallelujah I have ever heard. 
Amazing! 
I must mention here Ante Sunjo’s untiring work 
at the Camp and during the Concert. He assisted 
the guitar players throughout, and this enabled 
Steve McCulloch to spread his time among the 
guitar and keyboard players and the vocalists and 
ensembles. 
Andrew Darling’s commitment to the kids and 
to the Brass section of our Music program was 
everywhere apparent. I chatted briefly with Year 
11 student Fred Whittley in the foyer after the 
Concert. I told him how great I thought the whole 
Concert had been. 
‘Yeah … best yet! And what about the Junior 
Band? I’ve never heard a Junior band play so well!’
Peter Maillardet has long been held in the highest 
esteem by students, parents and his teaching 
colleagues. His contribution to the school’s Music 
program – especially over the last 14 or 15 has 
been extraordinary. The Concert band played 
with great energy and passion. The highlight, 
of course, was Pacifica Guan’s astonishing 
composition, Warrantale.  Pacifica not only 
composed the whole piece, she also wrote the 
score for every individual instrument. She then 
conducted the Concert band. 
What few people will be aware of is that Peter 
Maillardet. worked tirelessly with Pacifica 
outside school time – and during much of the 
term break – to ensure that the piece was ready 
for performance. Peter’s contribution to the 
school began 25 years ago. He was a youngish 
Woodwind teacher then, but he came up with 
the idea of having a Music Camp … and 25 years 
on, it is going from strength to strength.
The success of any Concert depends, in the end, 
on a number of factors:
• Discipline and work ethic 

At camp and especially during the concert, I 
was hugely impressed by how disciplined the 
students were in their approach, how willing 
they were to keep working till they got it right.

• Attention and focus 
Playing an instrument and singing a song 
in a band, an ensemble or a choir requires 
very focussed attention. You can’t allow your 
attention to stray for even a moment. 
Last night’s concert demonstrated just what 
can be achieved if you are clear in your focus 
and attend to the details.

• Commitment and Team work 
These things were evident throughout. The 
way students looked to the conductor of the 
band at the start of each piece; the way the 
singers blended their voices into beautiful 
harmonies. The joy that students displayed 
to each other when they knew that had 
‘got it right’. 

• Courage 
For each of us, no matter how 
experienced or practiced we might be, 
standing up in front of an audience 
is always an act of great courage. I’m 
thinking especially of Caitlin and Bella 

I wish to acknowledge the hard work 
and contribution of the Writers from the 
camp. Hopefully you will see more their 
work in SCRIBBLIT 2019.
I have a feeling that the 2018 Music & 
Writers Camp concert will live for a long 
time in my memory as a VERY special 
moment. 
On Wednesday evening, your children – 
our students, played and sang probably 
the best they have ever played and 
sung. I hope the Camp and the Concert 
will live in their memories as well as one 
of their finest achievements. 
There are a few other thank you’s that I 
wish to mention:
• The teachers – Mikaela Fall, Leanne 

Zammit, Rabia Kazi and Ante Sunjo 
- for their warm-hearted, supportive 
hard work throughout the camp.

• The Music Support Group – for 
their ongoing support of the Music 
program.

• The School Music Captains - Amie 
Grisold and Phoebe Joy – for their 
warmth, their generosity, their 
support of their fellow students and 
their kindness towards them, and 
for their excellent work in comparing 
the concert. Oh yes – and their 
outstanding talent as musicians. 

• Sue Martin [from the Food Technology 
area] and Andrew [School gardens 
and maintenance] for their behind the 
scenes help. 

• Bev and Ann in the Office for their 
patience and support

Barry Carozzi
Music Leader

Hello Everyone
I had a new experience the other day. 

I was invited along with 22 other GDV pups to experience a tram 
ride in Kew. It was quite tricky to ignore all the other pups whilst we 

walked around the residential streets, down Princess St and finaly up the 
extremely busy High St. The traffic and noise was of no concern to me. 
As we waited patiently on the pavement for the trams to arrive we caused quite a stir with 
people, so many pups all with our GDV jackets on. When my tram came I had no hesitation in 
getting on even with the steep steps. We went a few stops then hopped off, crossed the road 
and caught the tram back. I was tired when I arrived back at school as all that concentration 
takes it out of me. I am still working on ignoring smells on the ground but I am confident that 
I will get there.
Thank you to all my visitors. I love a cuddle and pat so please keep coming to see me.

Love Roza



Rock n’ Roll Fundraiser
On Thursday 2 August students and teachers 
alike got into the spirit of fundraising dressing 
up in their best 50’s inspired outfits. The 
real fun kicked off when students were 
transported to a time of classic blues and rock 
n’ roll at lunch time with a live performance 
from 50’s rockers The Greasy Spanners, made 
up of some of  Warrandyte Highs grooviest 
past and present teaching staff  (Pictured: 
Ante Sunjo, David Davies and Michael Hill).   
The best dressed in each year level was 
chosen by the loudest applause from the 
student audience. With overwhelming crowd 
favourites being Nic Dodds (Year 11) and 
Caitlyn Bull (Year 10) this year’s lead acts in 
the We Will Rock You production. As well as 
tremendous applause to Angus  Evans (Year 
7) who embodied John Travolta from Grease 
on the day with both his outfit and dance 
moves.
 It was excellent to see the students participate 
by getting dressed up, coming along to 
watch the live music, getting up for a dance 
or participating in the limbo competition. A 
special thanks  to everyone for participating 
in the fun  which resulted in a  total of $360 
being raised  through gold coin donations. 
All funds have been donated to the ‘Shake It 
Up Foundation’ which does amazing work to 
find a cure for Parkinson’s Disease.

Tim Jones
            Sport Teacher

We Will Rock Yous
Warrandyte High School’s rocking new 
show is set to get audiences dancing 
and singing from their seats. With music 
and Lyrics from QUEEN and the story 
and script by Ben Elton, this David Spicer 
Production takes place in a future planet 
once called Earth. Rock music is unheard 
and all musical instruments are banned. The 
hope of breaking free rests with an unlikely 
resistance -  an alliance of Bohemian rebels. 

With tickets starting at just $13, and songs 
such as We are the Champions, Bohemian 
Rhapsody and of course We Will Rock You, this 
show promises to be fun for all ages!

Shows start from the 6th of September and 
with only four shows, you best get in quick! 
Head to the Warrandyte High School website 
(http://www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au/) or 
directly to TryBooking to get your tickets today!

Warrandyte High School WILL ROCK YOU!
     

Mikaela Fall
                        



Angles in the Real 
World
Our Year 7’s have been investigating Lines 
and Angles as part of the Measurement 
and Geometry topic this semester. Mother 
nature was on our side, with the rain stopping 
and the clouds parting to let some sunshine 
through just as students from 7.2 and 7.3 
stepped outside to discover a world full of angles 
that had previously gone unseen. Students 
worked together to find all of the angles they 
had learnt about in class, discovering them in 
cracks in the concrete, branches in the trees, 
links in the fence and in natural rock formations, 
amongst many others. They then developed their 
ICT skills by editing the images on their computers 
to identify the different angles and estimate 
and determine the size of these angles (Scarlett 
Preston’s 7.3 work displayed). 
Students provided the following feedback about the 
activity:
“Going outside and learning maths in a different way 
was interesting”
“I found these sessions really fun and difficult at some 
stages”
“I liked going outside to spot the angles. It was fun and I 
enjoyed the adventure” 
“I liked that we had control. I also liked that we got to 
take photos as it incorporated photography into the 
class which I am passionate about”
“I really liked this activity because we got to use our 
laptops for different ways than normal”

Leanne Zammit (7.2) and Robert Atkinson (7.3)

My trip to Denmark
In August I went to Denmark to take part 
in the U17 Mounted Games Pairs World 
Championships in Vallensbæk, which is just 
outside Copenhagen.
We first travelled to England where we 
spent some time with my gran before 
travelling to Denmark so that I could 
get used to the horse I was going to be 
riding.
We are very lucky to know a family that 
owns a horse-riding school and they 
have been kind enough to loan my 
brother Ryan and I horses.
I spent the week before the 
competition training every day with 
my riding partner as we had never 
ridden together before.
The pairs competition is where 2 
riders compete against other pairs 
over 3 days accumulating points to 
make the finals. Once you make the 
finals your points go back to zero 
and the winner is decided over 10 
races.
My partner from Denmark and I 
made the B final. This is the first 
time any Australian rider has 
made a B final in an International 
competition.
I had a wonderful experience riding 
against people from all around the 
world and I’ve made some new 
lifelong friends.
Can’t wait to do it all again. 

Caitlin Seini
By Martin Yates






