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2019 Musical Production
The Little Mermaid! The 2019 Warrandyte High
School Musical Production is coming! Opening
on September 5! Buy your tickets! You will love
it! Simply follow the link on our website, on
the home page or indeed on the Compass
Newsfeed which is currently available! Or
indeed, here is the link:
https://www.trybooking.com/BEMXE

2020 Football and Basketball
Program
Expressions of interest must close by
September 1! Hence if your son/daughter is
wanting to participate in either our Basketball
or Football Program, your expression of
interest must be lodged by September 1 at the
latest.
The annual cost will be around $1500! You

cannot be in both programs – only one!
But what do you get for this cost I hear you
asking?
An intensive, skill based program run by a
basketball/ football coach. The coach turns up
to parent teacher interviews and the coach
writes end of semester reports so you know
how your son/ daughter it progressing. There
will be around 300 minutes (5 hours a week!) of
intensive training, skill building and competition
playing.
In Year 7 and 8 – the time from the curriculum
will come from Italian and PE. (Students will still
do Sport) There will also be one hour directly
after school, one night a week. This is how we
are looking to shape the program at this stage.
It may vary slightly but not by much.
At Year 9 and 10 – the time from the curriculum
will come from Taking the Challenge (Year 9)
and a 3 period elective at Year 10. Hence all
students in the Basketball/ Football Program at
all year levels, will not be missing any English,
Science or Mathematics!
Now is the time to register your expression of
interest. Like anything, if we get the numbers,
the programs will go ahead! Simply contact the
office of myself to register your email!

Year 8s mentoring Grade 6 students!
Our wonderfully trained and dedicated Year 8
mentors did such a fantastic job mentoring the
Year 6 students at Anderson’s Creek Primary
school last term that they received an invitation
to come to Warrandyte Primary!
Our student mentors did a wonderful job
listening to the Grade 6 students as they
asked their questions about high school and
did an equally great job responding to their
concerns or questions. It was lovely to see high
school and primary school students working
together on this initiative, aimed at assisting
Grade 6 students to positively transition into
high school. A huge thank you is extended to
GATEWAY who provided the mentoring training
and who indeed facilitated the engaging
experience.

The students and teachers from Warrandyte
Primary were engaging and responded
really well to our Year 8 students! Our highly
experienced mentors are pictured to the left:
Cassidy Seeliger, Kye Hunter, Jock Doble, Amber
Robertson, Billy Smith, Matilda O’Hanlon, Lacey
Rule, Lachlan Guymer, Tom Stroud, Josh Evans,
Tom Wherret, Ella Baker

ITALY 2019!

Very soon a group of our students and two
teachers will be heading off to Italy for almost
3 weeks! What fun they will have! The culture!
The history! The food! The atmosphere! Their
itinerary will include: Rome, Milan, Venice,
Florence, Verona, Sienna, a farm in Tuscany, the
leaning tower of Pisa and so much more! Il cibo!
La gente! I negozi! La moda!

Every two years we offer this amazing, life
changing experience! Let’s relive some of
the magic of the 2017 Italy Trip to help us
appreciate the mega excitement that awaits the
Warrandyte High 2019 Italy Group:
Jo Caruana
Assistant Principal

Music/Writing Camp
I’ve been to well over one hundred camps during
my career as a teacher. I’ve always liked camps
because they provide opportunities for students
and teachers to work together harmoniously in
a relaxed environment, away from the stresses
of school. The Music and Writing camps at
Warrandyte, however, are in a class of their own
– and this year’s camp was exceptional.
The work ethic at Music /Writing camp is
impressive. The musicians work in their various
groups – the guitarists, with Ante Sunjo, the
keyboard players with Marija Passarella and Year
12 student Lucy Bice, the woodwind players
with Peter Maillardet, the drummers – in their
own separate cabin, with Josh Licht, the singers
with Stephen McCulloch, the brass players with
Andrew Darling, and the writers, in the Mess Hall
with me. At other times, the bands and ensembles
work on preparation for the Camp Concert.
At Arribri, the food is always good, and always
plentiful. There is an amazing, positive attitude
among the students at Music/Writing camp.
And an atmosphere of inclusiveness. And then
there are the rituals – the recurrent activities and
traditions:
• The Year 12 students are a tight-knit group. For
many, it is their sixth Music/Writing Camp, and
they bathe in memories of previous camps and
share anecdotes and tales of past glories.
• After supper, many of the Year 11 and 12s set
up a study table.
• This year, the old donkey in the paddock up
the hill – a popular figure with students and
teachers alike – is no longer present. He has
been replaced by Milkshake, a friendly bull – or
cow – I’m not sure which.
• In the toilets/bathrooms there is a sign telling
campers what they are not to flush down
toilets: the usual things - no hand wipes, no
bottles, no plastic babies napkins – and in
addition, no ‘hopes and dreams’ and not Gus!
Gus is the 19 year old camp dog who wanders
anywhere he chooses and is much loved. He’s
old, arthritic, deaf, partially blind and always
friendly.
• Monday night’s feature this year was a film –
the third l Indiana Jones movie.
• The Annual Red Faces Concert which – as
always – featured the great talents of as
teachers and students. So many highlights –
• And finally, the annual ritual of the whole
camp participating in the notorious “Tale of
the Moose”, led by the year 12s. As always, and
amazingly crazy experience!
• As always, we returned to school for lunch,
exhausted by hard work at the camp and the
excitement of just being away from home with
a group of pretty easy-to-along-with creative
people.
After three days of gruelling practice and great
fun, everyone feels a little tired and a little flat
on the Wednesday in the lead up to the concert.
Everything seems chaotic and we wonder
whether the performances are going to be up
to scratch. It must be the snags, veggie burgers
and rolls that revive us all, and before we know
it, the Concert is starting. Beth and Kayla do a
great job as comperes, and the Concert Band is
up and away, and the music is just great – full of
energy and wonderfully tight – and the audience
claps appreciatively. Lexie Crain is called next,
and the seconds of delay seem never ending, and
there’s this sinking feeling that maybe she’s got
stage fright. But after a minute or so, Lexie comes
on stage – she hadn’t heard her name called
– and she stuns us all with an extraordinarily
performance of We don’t believe what’s on TV.

Has a Concert program ever run so smoothly.
Youth Parliament
The breaks between performances are pauses,
the briefest of pauses. One group of musicians
Hon Bruce
perform, move off – as they do, Bethany and
Atkinson MLC
Kyla introduce the next performance. Two Year
8 girls – Rhianna and Amber – play and sing, and
Member for Eastern
produce beautiful harmonies. Caitlin Bull does
Metropolitan
a reprise of the song she performed as part of
Red Faces – the Elton John classic This is your
Region. Member
song. What presence, what a voice! Brooke
of the Legislative
Bowyer impresses as well – what fine voices
Council
these young people have! I really commend
the group of Year 10 and 11 girls who created
Congratulations to the WHS YMCA Victoria Youth
their own camp song, and I forgive them –
Parliament team members, Skye Gedgye, Lucy
though only just! – for the regular reference
Elce, Alicia Alverez, Isabella Weichard, Evangeline
in the song to my age!
Kohler
and Alexis Bucciacchio, with the passing of
The drummers’ tight rhythms set our hearts
the Bill=Compulsory Installation of Water Tanks on
thumping – somewhere in the distant past,
New Residential Sites.
such drumming must have drawn early
WHS is delighted and very proud of your creativity,
humans together, engaging their minds
diligence, success and contribution to the wider
and their emotions … and the magic still
community.
works. The pianists put together popular
Christena Gazeas
pieces under the mentorship of Lucy
Bice, what amazing work she has
done with the group! The guitar
ensemble do an amazing version
of the old 80s hit, Popcorn. The
Junior band give us a glimpse
of how their skills have grown.
And the vocalists – the choir, the
soloists, the duos, the ensembles
– are just terrific. And the audience
enthusiastically applauds each
performance – and the feeling
in the Theatre is so positive. I was
also very proud of the writers’
contribution to the Concert;
I’m sure they were chuffed by
the obvious enjoyment of the
audience.
Pacifica Guan deserves a special
mention for her contribution – a
short but stunning composition.
All in all, the camp and concert
rate as – probably the best ever.
The Music and Writing Camp
celebrates the creative musical
and writing achievements of our
students. As a school, we can all
be very proud of the outstanding
work of the students and teachers
involved. I have thanked the
teachers personally, but I wish
to publically acknowledge the
fantastic contributions of Ante
Sunjo, Marija Passarella, Peter
Maillardet,
Andrew
Darling,
Stephen McCulloch and Josh
Licht – I feel so lucky to be able to
work with such a fantastic group
of musicians / teachers/ human
beings.
And the kids? The best behaved
group of kids at a camp that I have
ever experienced!
Barry Carozzi
Music Leader

Medieval Incursion
As the 24 July dawned bright and early, the Year
8s all gathered in the amphitheatre, waiting to
find out what the day would bring. Medieval
Day had arrived.
Guest presenters were organised and the
students were able to participate in three
different workshops as well as a tournament
at the end of the day. Rotating through the
workshops, they were able to learn about Crime
and Punishment and Medieval Japan (where
they were locked up in stocks and handled
swords), Dancing, education and games (where
they learnt two or three different games, and
were able to dance their little hearts out!) and
Medieval dress and weaponry (where students
were able to dress up in nine different outfits
indicating the different periods of weaponry
and outfits that were worn.
The tournament was a definite highlight. Any
students who wanted to have a go were able to
parry and spar with a real knight!
“Yesterday was a fun way to learn about the
medieval times instead of pouring over books
to learn. I enjoyed the demonstrations and the
day was fun overall.” Skyla
“We had fun doing all the dances and games.
I had fun dressing up as a noble and learning
about the stages of the medieval armour and
weapons they used for crime and punishment.”
Tiannah
“It was very interesting learning about crimes
and punishment, dancing and games and
armour and clothing. We also learnt about
knights in training.” Amber
“I really enjoyed when we did dances and games
in the second period. It was really fun learning

Taking The Challenge
Throughout the year, the Year 9 students
have been discussing social issues in the local
community and Greater Melbourne. Many issues
were raised such as homelessness, littering, and
gender inequalities to name a few. Considering
we wanted to help the local community first
and foremost, the Year 9s decided to spend
an afternoon cleaning up Warrandyte Village.
Everything was set and ready, but alas the
weather was not. True to Melbourne weather we
were rained out. It was decided to not let that
keep us down and instead we put our hard work
cleaning up our school environment. The Year
9s worked hard to tidy up various classrooms
and library, the PE sporting equipment, the
upstairs gym, collected litter in the yard, and
assisted Mr Rogers with clearing branches from
the surroundings. We as their teachers, could
not have been prouder. The students showed
exemplary leadership in organising themselves
and worked tirelessly to finish their tasks.
Well done Year 9s!
Marija Passarella
Taking The Challenge

dances and the games were really fun!” Jayde
“The first hand experiences of the tools and
weapons felt amazing.” Curtis
“It was really fun. I would do it again.” Wilson
“We got to see what some of the tortures
would’ve looked like. Just without the hurt
involved.” Scarlett
“We learnt that the armour of the knights has
evolved immensely. It has gone from an iron
helmet and shield and leather chest plate to a
full blown metal suit.” Ellie
“I learnt that peasants dance and have fun and
not only work. Dancing is also a way to marry
into another family or to find a loved one. I
LOVED IT!” Codi
“The tourney was the best!” Jack
“Yesterday was fun. I really enjoyed the games
one and the guy running it was fun and
energetic.” Oscar
“I really enjoyed being a Barron and sending my
fellow class mates to be punished in medieval
fashion.” Dex
Fiona Dzur

Inspiration and information to create
sustainable homes
Are you thinking about solar, batteries or efficient hot water? Renovating or
building and looking for environmentally friendly options? Are you looking to go
off gas to create an all-electric home? Maybe you want to lower your energy or
water bills?
Nillumbik Shire Council have teamed up with Clean Energy Nillumbik and Renew
to bring you two great events where you can get information, inspiration and
advice.
1. Join the trail around Nillumbik on Sustainable House Day on Sunday September
15th to see how other homeowners have made their homes more sustainable,
comfortable and cheaper to run. To register, visit https://sustainablehouseday.
com.
2. Get free advice from the experts in energy efficient products, green
architects, solar, green roofs, and sustainable building when you Speed Date
a Sustainability Expert on Sunday 13th October from 2-4pm at Edendale
Community Environment Farm. Book your consultation times at http://sdse.ata.
org.au/

For more information on both events, go to www.cleanenergynillumbik.org.au
Sustainable House Day
Sunday 15 September 10am-4pm
Eltham, Hurstbridge, Panton Hill, St Andrews
Visit open houses in Nillumbik for ideas and inspiration for sustainable living. Cost: Gold coin donation
www.cleanenergynillumbik.org.au
Speed Date a Sustainability Expert
Sunday 13 October 2pm-4pm
Edendale Community Environment Farm
Free advice from the experts in solar, energy efficiency and sustainability.
Book your 20 minute appointments now.
http://sdse.ata.org.au

